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SECTION  I  -  Significant  Organizational  Activities 

1.  (C)  General :  This  report  covers  the  period  1  November  1967 

through  31  January  1968,  and  is  submitted  in  compliance  with  Headquarters 
I  Field  Force  Vietnam  Regulation  1-3,  dated  23  March  1967,  and  Headquar¬ 
ters  17th  Combat  Aviation  Group  Regulation  1-3,  dated  12  July  1967. 

■ 

a.  Mission:  The  mission  of  the  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion 
(Flying  Dragons)  is  to  provide'  aviation  support  to  US  Forces,  Republic  of 
Vietnam  Forces  and  Free  Handel  Assistance  Forces  in  the  II  Corps  area,  with 
priority  to  the  Ath  Irifaptir^  Division^)- 

b.  S  tat  torpid  an:  Sdhe  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  is  stationed 
at  Camp  Holloway, /Pleilcu,  RVN#*and  is  commanded  by  LTC  Edward  P.  Lnkert  Jr. 
Subordinate  elements  consist  oiXhe  following  units:  (Detailed  list  of 
detachments  is  shown  in  1 nclosxire  tO 

(1)  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Detachment  -  Pleiku,  RVN 

(2)  57th  Assualt  Helicopter  Company'-  Fontum,  RUN.  Equipped 
with  TTH~1H  and  uh-IC(a)  held  copters. 

(3)  11 9th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  -  Pleiku,  RVN,  Equip¬ 
ped  with  TTH-1H  and  TIH-IC(A)  helicopters. 

(4)  155th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  -  Ban  Me  Thwot,  RVN, 
Equipped  with  HH-1H  and  111-10(4)  helicopters. 

.  (5)  170th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  -  Pleiku,  RirN.  Fqtjip- 

ped  with  HH-1H  end  iTH-1C(A)  holiconters . 

(6)  189th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  -  Pleilcu,  RVN,  Equip¬ 
ped  vr th  TTR-1H  and  Tn!-1C(A)  helicopters. 

(7)  179th  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Company  -  Rleikw,  RVN, 
Equipped  with  CF-47A  helicopters. 

(8)  355th  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Company  (Feaw)  - 
Pleiku,  RVN,  Equipped  with  CH-5A  helicopters. 


//  c«  Type  aircraft  authorized  and  on  hand  as  of  31  January  1968: 

111  if  /'  h  vi  (f-Cfy  A  DOWNGRADED  AT  3  YEAR  INTERVALS; 

POR  OT  R  0  /;/]  M  V  DECLASSIFIED  AFTER  12  YEARS. 
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1  A  XL 

authorized 

CM  HAND 

(1)  TTH-IC(A)  - 

A0 

32 

(2)  NH-1C  - 

2 

0 

(3)  TTI!-1  K  - 

115 

92 

(4)  CH-47A  - 

1 6 

13 

(5)  CH-54  - 

9 

3 

(6)  H— 6A  - 

\ 

1 

TOTAL. 

183 

141 

(For  a  more  detailed  account,  see  inelosure  2.) 

2,  (C)  Intelligence:  The  battalion  3-2  Section  published  a  Daily 

INTStIM  in  November  and  December.  Starting  1  January  the  I-JTSUk'  was  deleted 
and  a  numbered  Intelligence  Bulletin  was  published  with  distribution  to 

Battalion  units  and  selected  Holloway  Tenant  TTnits.  (See  section  II  para  2) 

\ 

a.  Enemy  Activity:  The  enemy  activity  in  the  Central  wighlands 
was  extremely  h dew  during  the  reporting  period.  Activity  during  the 
oarly  part'  of  the  period  was  heaviest  in  the  Dak  To  area  bit  shifted  south 
to  the  Pleiku  area  towards  the  latter  part  of  the  period.  The  battalion 
suffered  losses  both  to  personnel,  and  equipment  as  a  result  of  attacks  on 
its  installations  at  Ban  ?-o  Thuot,  Kontum,  and  Camp  Ttollovay.  Intelligence 
estimates  of  the  attack  on  Kontum  on  10  January  1968,  and  Camp  TTollowav  on 
26  January  1968  are  included  in  the  after  action  rouorts  attached  as  Tn- 
cl.Qsnres  7  and  -  8.  The  first  two  attacks  on  Ban  » ©  Thuot  wore  both  conduct¬ 
ed  by  the  301st  Local  Force  Battalion.  The  first  attack,  on  7  November 
1967,  was  initiated  at  2340  hours  and  lasted  for  10  minutes.  From  .forty 
to  fifty  rounds  of  82mm  impacted  within  the  155  Kaintonance  area,  result¬ 
ing  in  2  ships  destroyed  and  B  damaged.  Thorn  were  no  casualties .  The 
second  attack  on  4  January  1968,  was  initiated  at  0320  and  consisted  of 

20  to  25  rounds  of  60mm  and  82mm,  satchel  charges  and  B-40  rockets,  m argot 
again  was  the  155  Fnintonanco  area  and  there  wore  2  ships  destroyed  and 

1 1  damaged ,  1  fire  truck  destroyed,  1  fire  truck  damaged,  Faintenanco  area 
destroyed  and  2  , loops  damaged.  There  wro  no  casualties.  The  last  two 
days  of  the  period  saw  the  beginning  of.  an  a1.!  out  effort  by  the  enemy  to 
either  koep  us  tied  down  in  place  or  to  take  and  hold  one  of  the  Province 
Capital  cities.  Of  particular  interest  to  this  battalion  wore  the  hits 
taken  by  Koatrih,  Ban  Me  Thuot,  and  Pleiku,  All  throe  installations  were 
under  attack  on  theso  two  days.  Heavy  acti.vi.tv  continued  into  the  next 
period  and  comphrohonsive  nnlysis  is  not  vet  possible, 

(1)  In  addition  to  the  hits  on  5^d  Aviation  Battalion  Install 
ations,  othor  significant  items  were;  the  Battle  of  Dak  To  (See  incl  6)  the 
rocket  attacks  of  II  Corps  Wqs,  Arty  J-’il.l,  71st  Evac  and  433  Big  on  20  Jan 
68  and  again  on  27  Jan  "6?,  tho  Saopor  attack  on  937th  Eng  Bn  Compound  on 

21  Jan  68  and  tho  ground  attack  against  tho  citv  of  Pleiku  on  30,  31  Jan  68 

(2)  Situation: 

(a)  Kontum:  Tho  24th  WA  Regiment  is  located,  with 
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elements  of  tho  174th  OTA  Regiment  in  tho  Toumoron*?  Rase  area,  north  oast 
of  Dak  To.  Tho  66th  OTA  Regiment  and  possible  elements  of  the  174th  WA 
Regiment  are  occupying  positions  west  and  north  vest  of  Dale  To.  'Hie  40th 
WA  Arty  Rogimont  is  currently  imlocatod  in  t’  e  tri-border  area.  Tho  304th 
Local  Forces  Battalion  is  located  approximately  15  Km  northoast  of  Fontm 
city,  Rnlocatod,  but  last  reported  hen.dod  for  a  target  in  the  Foutum  area 
is  tho  408th  Rapper  Battalion.  As  of  tho  close  of  the  period,  tho  '24th 
OTA  Regiment  is  reported  massing  north  of  Fontum  City. 

(b)  Ploiku ;  Tho  4th  Battalion,  95B  Regiment  and  elements 
of  tho  5th  Battalion  arc  located  approximately  25  FT  HE  of  Ploiku.  City. 
Elomonts  of  tho  5th  Battalion  are  also  l.ocatod  in  an  area  approximately 

15  Km  East  and  South  East  of  Ploiku  City,  Tho  El 01  Battalion,  °5B  Rogimont 
is  unlocatod,  last  boliovod  in  an  area  approximately  25  Em  West  of  Ploiku 
City,  Tho  K-6  and  possible  tho  K-4  Battalions  (of  tho  3 2  OTA  Rogt,)  last 
contacted  at  Dak  To,  havo  moved  south  through  tho  Ploi-Trap  Malloy  and  are 
boliovod  located  in  an  area  approximately  1 5-2^  Ems  V'bf  of  Ploiku  City. 

The  2: ',0th  Arty  Bn,  an  element  of  tho  40th  Arty  Regiment,  was  boliovod  locat¬ 
ed  in  the  samo  general  aro*.  Tho  H-15  Local  Force  Battalion,  last  soon  in 
tho  in  Kho  area, is  boliovod  heading  to  tho  Ploiku  area,  Tho  407th  Rawer 
Rn  is  currontly  unlocatcd  in  Ploiku  Province.  Tho  X-17  and  X-1 8  Banner 
companies  are  curron&ly  unlocatcd. 

(c)  Bar  lac:  Elements  of  tho  33d  OT\  Rogimont  are  cur¬ 
rently  operating  both  south  and  north  (40  FT)  o^  Ban  Vo  Thvot.  The  301st 
Local  Forco  Battalion  is  unlocatcd. 

(3)  Capabilities: 

(a)  Kontum:  To  attack  in  the  Dak  To  area  with  up  to  6 
OTA  Infantry  Battalions  supported  by  heavy  mortar  and  rockets  from  tho  40th 
Arty  Rogimont,  To  attack  Fontum  City  with  up  to  3  regular  Battalions  of 
tho  24th  OTA  Rogimont  <md  1  Fanner  Battalion,  tho  408th.  Continuod  inter¬ 
diction  of  highway' 41 !  utilizing  possible  olomonts  of  the  ?4th  OTA  Rogimont 
and  tho  304th  Local  Forco  Battalion. 

(b)  Ploiku:  To  attack  Ploiku  City  rath  up  to  5  OTA  Bat¬ 
talions,  4th  and  5th  of  the  95B  and  possibly,  F4  and  K6  of  tho  32d  Rogt, 
sunn or ted  by  artillery  olomonts  of  tho  40th  Arty  Regiment,  1  Rapper  Bn 
plus  local  units  and  guorrillas  from  UC  districts  3,  4,  and  9.  .  is  an  al- 
tornato  course,  using  olomonts  of  both  OTA  Regiment's,  conduct  multi-Bn 
attack  against  Due  Co,  Ploi  '-'orong,  or  Ploi  Dlorang.  Continuous  interdic¬ 
tion  of  highways  1 9E  and  14N  using  olomonts  of  tho  VC  3d  district  and  tho 
40th  Sapper  and  H-15  Local  Forco  Battalions. 

(c)  Dnrlac:  Conduct  n  multi-Bn  attack  on  Ban  bo  Thuot 
\ising  olomonts  of  tho  33d  OTA  Rogimont,  with  local  harassment  and  inter¬ 
diction  of  highways  by  tho  3^1 st  Local  Forco  Battalion, 

b.  Ground  to  air  firo  was  reported  on  88  occasions  resulting  in 
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62  aircraft  hit,  3  crow  members  killed  and  25  crew  members  wounded  in 
action.  Of  the  aircraft  hit  29  wore  TvH-1K*s  and  32  wore  TTF-1 C '  s  and  1  was 
a  CH-47 .  Altitudes  c.f  aircraft  rocoiv^ng  hits  varied  from  2.5  foot  .to 
4,000  foot,  Specifically  26  received  hits  be low  500  foot,  17 'received 
hits  botwoon  500  and  1000  foot,  14  between  1000  and  2000  foot,  end  5  above 
2000  foot. 

c,  Tho  Intelligence  Section  of  the  1  c5th  is  It  Pel  Co  continues 
to  ha.vo  tho  responsibility  of  gathering  intelligence  information  on  the 
Ban  Me  Thuot  ar-.u  and  receiving  reports  from  local  civilian  agencies  and 
military  organizations  in  the  Ban  be  Thuot  area, 

d,  Tho  Intelligence  Section  of  tho  57th  Aslt  Bel  Co  in  Kontnm 
has  offocted  direct  liaison  with  the  S-2  advisory  elements  of  Kontum 
Sector  Foadquartors. 

o.  Intelligence  briefings  and  indoctrinations  voro  given' to  tho 
newest  mombor  of  the  Battalion,  the  355th  heavy  Helicopter  Company,  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Camp  Holloway.  .'1  basic  load  of  maps  was  uroyidod  tho  Company. 

3,  (C)  Operations  and  Training  Activities 

a.  Operations } 

(l)  Support:  'The  52d  Combat  Av'  at, ion  Battalion  (Hiving  Dra¬ 
gons)  supported  numerous  operations  including  Fnc  Arthur  (92  days),  Tran 
Son  I  (7  days),  Fichaol  (10  days),  Co  "IS”,  2°th  Inf  (62  days),  F0R-II  (92 
days),  ARVH  (92  days),  CRID  (4  days),  Press  Camp  (66  days).  In  addition 
aviation  support  ws  provided  II  Corps  Fqs  (92  days),  Co  "B",  5th  SBC 
(91  days),  52d  Arty  Gp  (9I  days)  and  17th  Aviation  proup  (78  days),  in 
general  during  the  reported  period,  the  "Flying  Dragons"  supported  II  Corps 
with  one  Assault  Helicopter  Company  and  one  Assault  Fnl.icoptor  Company 
minus.  Tho  4th  Infantry  Division  was  supported  vith  two  Assault  Helicop¬ 
ter  Companies,  and  tho  II  Corns  .ARVN  with  on  Assault  Helicopter  Company. 

The  porcontago  of  tho  battalions  lift  capability  allocated,  by  month,  was 
as  follows: 


MOV 

DFC 

JAP 

4th  Inf  Div  - 

66/- 

65% 

63% 

ARVN  - 

1 2% 

13% 

13% 

Othor  - 

22% 

22% 

24# 

(For  dotailod  3oquonco  of  significant  events  and  statistics, 
4}  for  a  map  of  tho  operational  area,  soo  inclosuro  5.) 
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(2)  Operational.  Statistics  (1  Nov  -  31  Jan  6?) 


• 

CBT 

SORTIES 

OTHER 

SORTIES 

TTH-IH 

HOTTRS* 

TTH-1C 

H0FRS# 

CH-47A  ! 

HCITTRS#  ! 

» 

85,319 

43,228 

29,391 

7,527 

f 

3,597  ! 

TOTAL 
H0TTRS«  • 

PAX 

CARGO 

TONS 

A/C 

HIT 

A/C*» 

DAM/DEST  ! 

40,515 

175,270 

21,380 

62 

129/22 

CREF  MEM 

injAc** 

ENEMY 

KPA 

STRHCT 

DEBT 

MED 

EVACS 

SORTIES  DEI, AY 

OR  CXL  FOR  TJX 

37/6 

217 

167 

1,506 

62 

#  Adjusted  DA  Form  1352  timo. 

Includes  results  of  hostile  fire  and  accidents. 

(3)  HH-1H  and  UR-ICCA)  Support:  During  Novembor,  tho  in¬ 
creased  demand  for  TTF-1  aircraft,  brought  on  by  tho  Battle  of  Dak  To,  had 
a  lasting  effect  of  this  battalions  availability  for  tho  romindor  of  tho 
reporting  period.  Demands  made  it  necessary  to  reinforce  this  battalion 
with  olomonts  of  soveralnnits  within  tho  17th  Combat  Aviation  Group.  This 
support  oxtondod  anywhere  from  a  da;/  to  in  excess  of  one  wook.  (Bor  a 
more  detailed  analysis  of  this  problem  area;  see  Section  II,  Part  l) 

(4)  355th  Assault  p-.licoptor  Company  (Heavy)  arrival:  Tho 
main  body  of  the  355th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  (Fenvv)  deployed  to 
Vietnam  beginning  10  January  1068,  and  completed  the  move  on  12  January. 
Tho  company  (-)  was  assigned  to  tho  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  at  Camp 
Holloway,  Ploiku,  RVM,  The  TOSE  equipment  bognn  arriving  on  24  January 
1968,  A  small  delegation  from  tho  company  was  sent  to  Qui  Nhon  to  orenn- 
izo  tho  shipment  of  aircraft  and  equipment  to  Ploiku,  RVN.  Tho  remainder 
of  tho  company  worked  to  comploto  facilities  prior  to  the  arrival  of 
thoir  equipment, 

(5)  Cl  1-47 A  Support:  During  this  reporting  poriod  the  de¬ 
mand  for  CH-47A  support  in  the  Central  Highlands  continued  at  a  phenomenal 
rato.  Again,  it  was  necessary  to  reinforce  tho  179th  ASHC  with  aircraft 
from  othor  units  within  tho  17th  Combat  Aviation  Ououp,  for  short  noriods* 

(6)  335th  Aslt  Hoi  Co;  In  mid-November  tho  335th  returned 
to  tho  Central  Highlands  and  Ploiku  nr  on  in  support  of  tho  173d  Abn  Bdo. 
Although  OPCON  to  tho  173d,  tho  335th  was  attached .  f or  admini.stration  and 
logistics  to  tho  52d  Cbt  Avn  Bn.  Tho  statistics  reflected  in  this  report 
do  not  include  thoso  of  the  335th  Aslt  Hoi  Co, 
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(7)  Major  Operations  Supported:  The  5 2d  Combat  Aviation 
Battalion  stipportod  operations  Mac  Arthur,  and  the  Battlo  of  Dak  To  dur¬ 
ing  the  reported  period .  (For  aviation  support  statistics  of  Dade  To, 

Qco  inclosuro  6.) 

(?)  Feather:  During  tho  month  of  Hovomhor,  the  weather  was 
characterized  by  high  ceilings,  moderate  winds  and  good  visibility,  winds 
were  prodominato.ly  out  of  the  WE  during  this  period.  In  lato  Dccrimbor, 
tho  winds  bogan  shifting  to  tho  ENB  bringingcoolor  temperatures  and  excel¬ 
lent  flying  conditions  for  tho  remainder  of  the  reporting  period,  (For 
moro  dotaiiod  motoorological  data,  see  foclosnro  4) 

(9)  Enemy  Attacks:  In  tho  past  quarter  all  units  of  this 
battalion  hnvo  been  attacked.  Both  WA  and  VC  units  conducted  attacks  on 
Kontu.m,  Ban  Mo  Thuot,  and  Holloway  airfields.  The'  enemy  used  82mm  mortars, 
122  &  140mm  rockets,  sappers  and  Infantry  assaults  during  hi  s  campaigns, 
(For  detailed  information  on  each  attack  see  inclosure  7,  8,  and  9.) 

b.  Training: 

(l)  During  the  reported  period,  the  following  subjects  were 

stressed: 

(a)  Aviation  Training : 

1_.  Pre-flight  Inspections 
2.  Rules  of  Enanaement 
,  2.*  Instrument  Training 

4.  Formation  Flying 

5.  Escape  and  Evasion 

6.  Monsoon -Weather  Procedures 

7.  Cam  Ranh,  Hha  Trang  and  Saigon  control  zone 
Procedures 

8.  Emergency  Procedures 

(b)  Ground  Training: 

1_.  Code  of  Conduct 
2,  Rules  of  Engagement 
2.  Geneva  Convention 
4..  Gas  Chamber  Exercises 
j5.  Viet  Cong  Tactics 

6,  Immediate  Action  Drills 

7,  Mines  and  Booby  Traps 

8,  Security  and  Sentry  Duty 
9*  ’-feapons  Safety 

10.  Familiarization  and  zero  firing  of  individual 
weapons 
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(2)  Portions  of  the  ground  training  program  have  boon  elim- 
i noted,  during  this  reporting  period.  This  was  primarily  due  to  higher 
Headquarters  assuming  responsibility  for  the  initial  in-country  training, 

(3)  Instructor  Pilots  from  .the  355th  V3HC(F)  were  sent  to 
the  478th  ASNC(H),  located  at  An  Khe,  for  training  with  that  unit.  This 
training  included  ground,  flight,  and  operational  procedures  peculiar  to 
these  units, 

c.  Research  and  Development:  During  the  reporting  period,  the 
52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  took  part  in  a  minimum  number  of  evaluations 
and  no  significant  advances  were  made, 

4*  (C)  Logistics 

a.  Class  I:  No  significant  problems . 

b.  Class  II:  Command  emphasis  placed  on  control  and  turn  In 
of  excess  equipment  and  conex  containers  throughout  the  period, 

c.  Class  III  &  III A: 

(1)  Over  4j 000, 000  gallons  of  JP4  used  by  the  battalion 
during  the  period, 

(2)  Holloway  miniport  relocated  on  the  new  heliport  to 
vacate  previous  location  for  the  355th  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Company 
(Heavy),  The  350  GFK  POL  pump  provides  adequate  pumping  pressure  over  a 
lateral  distance  of  800  foot., 

(3)  Approval  was  rcaceived  from  1st  Log  Command  to  retain 
the  3-3000  barrel  POL  storage  tanks  at  Holloway  should  the  Class  III 
storage  facility  be  moved, 

d.  Class  IV:  No  significant  problems.  Command  emphasis  placed 
on  class  five  accountability  and  storage  facilities  during  the  Period. 

5.  (TT)  Civil  Affairs 

a.  The  Battalion  Civic  lotion  Officer,  the  Battalion  Chaplain 
and  volunteers  from  subordinate  units  are  now  engaged  in  civic  action 
activities  in  five  Montngnard  villages  .in  the  battalion  area  of  operations. 
The  battalion  continues  to  receive  many  boxos  of  soap,  vitamins  and  cloth¬ 
ing  from  friends  in  the  H.3,  As  now  personnel  arrive,  so  do  new  sources 
of  donations.  The so  items  are  being  distributed  through  village  chiefs, 
the  Plei.ku  Province  Hospital,  the  Evangelical  Hospital.,  and  the  Christian 
and  Missionary  Alliance.  Tho  battalion  conducts  medical  assistance  clin¬ 
ics  with  emphasis  on  hygiene;  eg,  washing  and  treating  skin  disorders, 

Tho  Battalion  Civic  Action  Hp.nd  continues  to  receive  donations  from  organ¬ 
izations  interested  in  tho  prOTnm.  (Tor  a  pictorial  account  of  Civic 
Action  similar  to  that  of  tho  5 2d,  soo  inclosure  3*) 
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b,  Emphasis  in  the  Civic  iction  Propram  is  being  placed  nn 
establishing  channels  of  communications  between  GV* I  and  the  Hontagnard 
Chiefs.  The  Montngnards  definitely  prefer  to  work  directly  with  the 
Americans,  although  resistance  to  the  idea  is  presont  on  both  sides. 

c.  Specifically,  the  Chaplain  contributed: 

\ 

;  (l)  Over  20  boxes  of  sheets,  clothing,  soap  and  drug  items 

[  were  received  from  churches  and  individuals  in  the  States.  Those  wore 

j  distributed  for  use  by  the  CMA  missionaries  and  the  WCS  Clinic  -  hospital. 

(2)  Two  sewing  machines  found  in  the  Special  Services  stor- 
:  ago  building  wre  given  to  the  Pleiku  Montagnerd  Farm  and  School. 

|  (3)  Approximately  300  cases  of  surplus  food  from  units  at 

Camp  Holloway  and  tho  PX  warehouse  were  distributed  to  the  Montngnard 
tribos  through  the  CMA  missionaries. 

(4)  The  Protestant  congregation  received  special  offerings 

;  for  the  following  causos: 

(a)  $668.95  to  Jorai  Church  for  construction  of  library 

and  reading  room. 

(b)  $50.75  to  the  Bible  Societies  of  Vietnam, 

(c)  $30.00  to  tho  CMA  missionaries  at  Ban  Me  Thu.ot  for 
tho  Fontagnard  Church  under  construction, 

(5)  The  Catholic  congregation  received  #128,53  in  offerings 
for  Catholic  missionary  activities  in  the  aroa. 

6.  (C)  Personnel 

a,  PI0  activities  during  the  period  November  1°67  -  January  1°68. 

(1)  Foaturo  stories  submitted:  8 

(2)  Pictorial  relonsos  (homotown  and  in-country):  30 

|  (3)  Tapod  interviews:  23 

(4)  Formal  press  interviews:  4 

(5)  Newsmen  and  representatives  snj  v,  ted:  48 

(6)  The  nDraghn  Fire11  was  rovived  a  d  incroased  in  siae  and 
scopo  during  this  period.  It  provides  local,  new.,  of  interest  and  soloct- 
cd  news  service  items . 
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(7)  Tho  nightly  report  of  daily  aviation  activities  has 
greatly  improved  during  the  period.  TTnit  PIC’s  are  beginning  to  submit 
better  reports, thereby  enabling  tho  Battalion  PIO  to  submit  more  effect- 
ivo  reports , 

b,  Special  Services  activities  for  the  period  November  1967  - 
January  196ft. 

(1 )  During  the  period,  a  total  of  506  out  of  countrv  R&R 
quotas  were  received;  of  these,  396  wore  filled. 

(2)  A  total  of  6  in-countrv  R&R  quotas  wero  received,  3  for 
EM  and  3  for  officer.  This  is  a  notable  decrease  from  the  last  reporting 
period. 

(3)  The  arts  &  crafts  shop  as  well  as  tho  library  have  ex¬ 
panded  to  a  seven  day  a  voolc  operation. 

c.  Awards  and  Decorations: 


(1 )  Total  number  of  awards  and  decorations  submitted  during 
this  period  are  as  follows: 


AWARD 

WBER  sro* 

APPROVED 

Bilvor  Star 

22 

0 

DFC 

47 

v  19 

Seldiors  Medal 

6 

3 

bronze  Star 

36 

2S 

Air  Models 

14H7 

2035 

AO K 

37 

3A 

lurplo  Heart 

14 

ft 

TOTAL 

1649 

2127 

d .  Personnel  problems  during  the  period  November  1967  -  January  I 

1°68,  .  •  J 

(1)  Tho  problems  of  receiving  replacements  in  our  critical 
M03  areas  still  exists.  Most  critical  during  the  period  wore  helicopter 
Toch  Inspectors  (NOB  67'>T),  Aircraft  Armament  Repair  non  (>'03  45  J),  Petrol¬ 
eum  Storage  Specialists  (NOS  76m)  nnd  Cooks  (VOS  94B).  The  shortage  of 
personnel  in  MOS  iiB  continues  to  be  a  matter  of  grave  concern, 

o.  Command  Changos:  | 

Tho  following  new  commanders  assumed  command  on  dates  indi-  | 

oated:  *  J 
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COMMANDER 


rnrxT 

1 5  5 tli  'PC 


TKTE 
6  %v  67 


Maj  Billy  R.  Good all  'PC  6  e>7 

Maj  Eugono  P.  Malkoff  165th  7C  Dot  6  Nov  67 

Maj  Joseph  R.  Campbell  III  noth  'PC  20  '-Tov  67 

Maj  George  E,  Bnrnison  57th  'PC  1  Doc  67 

Maj  Moil  I.  Leva  I6°th  .'PC  2  Jan  68 

#Maj  Glenn  E,  ’'organ  355th  ASHC 

*¥aj  PLlli~r>  H.  Finds  622nd  TC  Dot 

NOTE:  Does  not  indicate  date  individuals  assumed  command  of  respective 
units,  only  vhen  they  reported  in-country  as  elements  of  this  command. 

f.  Gain  and  Losses 

(1 )  The  follo-dng  gains  and  losses  occur od  during  the  per¬ 
iod  November  1967  -  January  1968: 


GAINS 

PEE 

IP 

Vovo'i'bor 

118 

212 

Do comber 

36 

140 

January 

42 

114 

LOSSES 

CEE 

EM 

November 

83 

282 

Do comber 

26 

150 

January 

28 

164 

(?)  /it  present  tho  battalion  is  298  EM  and  officers  »nd 
warrant  officer below  TO &E  strength. 


g.  Morale Tho  morale  of  officer  and  enlisted  personnel  through¬ 
out  tho  batuali on  continues  to  bo  exceptionally  high.  This  was  duo  pri¬ 
marily  to  the  following: 

(1)  Maximum  recognition  far  j ob  accomplishment  through 
promotions,  awards  and  docorations  and  letters  of  appreciation. 

(2)  Liberal  leave  and  R&.R  policies. 

(3)  Continually  improving  standards  of  living. 

(4)  Avialnbilitv  of  poet  facilities . 

(5)  Continual' indoctrination  in  job  performance  and  mission 

orientation. 
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h.  Religions  Activities; 

(1)  During  tho  quarter  tho  Battalion  Chaplain  was  responsi¬ 
ble  for  all  religious  activities  at  Comp  Holloway  and  at  tho  operational 
sites.  Protestant  services  wore  conducted  by  tho  Bnttalion  Chaplain. 

(2)  Religious  services  voro  provided  for  the  155th  Avn  Co 
in  Ban  Me  Thuot  on  a  weekly  basis  by  tho  Protestant  missionaries  And  tho 
Catholic  Chaplain  from  MACV. 

(3)  Roligiou3  services  for  the  57th  Avn  Co  in  Kontum  wore 
provided  by  the  Protestant  Chaplain  and  the  ARVN  Catholic  Chaplain. 

(4)  Catholic  services  for  Camp  Holloway  wore  conducted  each 
Sunday  by  tho  PSAC  Chaplain. 

(5)  Transportation  was  provided  from  Camp  Holloway  to  tho 
71st  Evac  Hospital  Chapel  each  Friday  for  Jewish  personnel. 

(6)  The  Protostant  con, "rogation  continues  to  attend  the 
hymn  sings  at  tho  CMA  compound  each  Sunday.  One  cook  out  was  hold  jointly 
with  the  CKA  missionaries  in  January. 

(7)  In  November,  a  bus  tour  was  taken  of  all  the  missionary 
institutions  of  tho  Pleiku  area. 

(8)  At  Christmas  time,  several  packagos  were  received  from 
individuals  and 'churches  for  distribution  to  men  of  the  units, 

(9)  In  January,  a  regular  pianist  /organist  was  secured  for 
tho  Chapel,  and  a  choir  was  started, 

(10;  During  tho  quarter  now  light  fixtures  were  installed 
inside  tho  Chaps?!,  ontsido  spoakors  voro  eroctod  to  play  roligious  music 
on  Sunday  nisei  »fc  o'o'.ior  special  times. 

7.  (TT)  P3Y0PS 

Tho  battalion  continues  supporting  tho  Chiu  Hoi  and  Hoi  Chanh 
programs.  The  battalion  works  jointly  with  the  4th  Infantry  Division, 
distributing  leaflets  and  in  aerial  sound  broadcasts.  Those  activities 
aro  programed  in  known  or  suspected  enemy  areas  of  operation  and  are  tho 
responsibility  of  tho  PSYOPS  Officer. 

8.  (C)  Snfoty  and  Stand  nr di zati on 

a.  Standardization;  Tho  Battalion  Standardization  Pilot  flow 
24  chock  rides  in  November,  21  in  Decombor  and  14  in  January.  These 
chock  rides  are  broken  down  as  follows; 
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(1)  _J5  SIP  (Standardization  Pilot) 

(2)  JjjtP  (Instructor  Pilot) 

(3)  (Aircraft  Commander) 

(4)  42  Quarterly  chock  rides  and  in- country  standardization 
and  orientation. 

(5)  3  Post  Accident  Check  Hides 

Primary  emphasis  during  all  rides  has  boon  upon  aircraft  and  emergency 
procedures.  Young  aviators  soon  develop  a  high  degree  of  proficioncy  but 
may  arrive  at  AC  status  without  over  having  a  review  of  emergency  -nroced- 
cedures.  This  is  an  underlying  cause  of  ,,conplacenpy’,and  loads  to  unnec¬ 
essary  low  level  flight,  take-off  over  unnecessary  barriers,  disregard  for 
routes  offering  good  forced  landing  areas,  failure  to  make  precautionary 
landingsnnd  to  execute  successful  autorotations.  Daily  committment  of 
all  flyablc  assets  precludes  adequate  scheduled  unit  flight  training. 

b.  Safety: 

(1)  The  accident  rate  (per  100,000  flight  hours)  for  this 
period  was  24.6  for  40,515  flight  hours.  All  wore  major  accidents. 

(a)  Hovombcr  -  Throe  accidents,  rate;  21.6 

(b)  Decembor  -  Four  accidents,  rate;  27.3 

(c)  January  -  Threo  accidents,  ratoj  23.8 

(2)  The  following  causes  (all  wore  major  accidents)  are  sited, 

’  (a)  Al 91  22  Mov  67 

F0D 

Maintenance-  error 

X-  l..ck  of  forced  landing  sites  in  A0 

:t>.  #390  2-5  H ov  67 

1_,  Material  failuro  (sun  goar  vshaft) 

2.  Failure  to  oxocute  successful  nutorotation 

(c)  #759  28  Hov  67 

Crow  error,  hit  tree 

(d)  #577  6  Doc  67 

1_,  Crow  error 

2.  Fatigue 

3,  Possible  engine  deficiency 

(e)  #219  16  Doc  67 

1 .  Over  loaded 
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2,  Possible  engine  deficiency 

2,»  Poor  selection  of  flight  route 

(f)  jft54  2G  ;a-o  67 

1,  Crev  error,  hit  tree 

2,  Fatigue 

""  •  i 

(g:  #697  21  Dec  67  i 

( 

1. .  Crew  error  '! 

2*  Poor  judgement  ! 

3*  Poor  operating  conditions  (dust,  crowded,  no 
control) 

{h)  #C)T5  6>  Jam  6£ 

1 o  Over  loaded 

i2  Crew  error 

(i;  #16A  10  Jam  6U 

1,  Short  shaft  failure  ' 

2h,  Lack  of  forced  landing  site  in  AO 

i 

(j)  /T S'l  21  Jam  6& 

1,,  Overweight  S 

?2  Went  IFR  im  dust 

(3)  Duiing  the  period  an  air  traffic  flow  plan  has  been  ; 

devised  for  the  Pleiku  metropolitan  area*  Tho  plan,  accepted  by  the  ’  ; 

Mr  Force  and  4th  Infantry  Division,  is  still  being  staffod  prior  to 

implementation ,  : 

(4'  The  airfield  at  Holloway  has  new  improved  runway  mark¬ 
ings,  runway  lighting  and  a  lighted  miniport.  Several  major  dust  areas 
liiawei  been  pene-  primed,  and  several  hazardous  wires  have  boon  marked. 

(5,  A  new  Aviation  Accident  Prevention  SOP  has  boon  vritton 
sand  St  mew  Ground  Safety  S’OP  is  close  to  completion.  Both  functions  have 
boon  co«as!o)lidat«d  iisto  one  office.  This  action  will  not  only  reduce  tho 
coroiORders  span  of  control  for  safety  matters,  but  will  provido  tho  bost 
quolifiod  personnel  to  direct  the  Ground  Safety  Program,  Tho  two  programs 
normally  overlap*  and  integration  should  not  create  any  major  problems, 

9#  (c)  Post  Hoadqu- erters  (Ganp  Hollovray)  ■ 

a.  During  this  reporting  period,  Post  Headquarters  continued 
normal  operation  and  continued  effort  was  oxpondod  on  various  projects 
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with  the  peal  of  improving  Post  Hondqunrtors  and  Defense  structures: 

(1 )  With  an  increase  in  avail abi  1  ilf y  of  material  the  peri¬ 
meter  light  project  made  considerable  progress  -during  the  period*  Approx¬ 
imately  $0%  of  the  system  is  operational  and  approximately  30tf  is  cur¬ 
rently  in  -use.  The  major  problem  encountered  during  the  poriod  wos  the 
inability  fee  get  a  crane  Into  a  swamp  to  ex  fiat  light  poles.  This  problem 
was  solved  by  sling  loading  the  poles  with  a  UH-1H  hulieopt^. 

(1)  Thd  815th  Engineer  Battalion  continued  to  progress  on 
the  70  pad  Christmas  Tree  Heliport.  Progress  was  doloyed  duo  to  increased 
Combat  Engineer  support  and  emergency  road  work  during  this  period.  Esti¬ 
mated  completion  date  is  now  1  March  1968 * 

b.  The  Airfield  Operations  Detachment  was  reorganized  under  a 
new  TO&E.  There  were  changes  in  personnel  and  equipment  with  the  major 
change  being'  the  upgrading  of  the  Commander  from  Captain  to  Lioutennnt 
Colonel. 

'  10.  (C)  SApnal 

a.  Dial  telephone  service  was  installed  at  Camp  Folioway  during 
the  mannifch  o»f  December ,  Although  this  systom  is  not  complete,  all  major 
staff  sections  and  conr-’imjs  havo  dial  telephone  service.  This  now  dial 
system  has  greatly  increased  the  quality  of  tolophono  sorvi.ee  and  reduced 
the  t*jno  needed  to  place  calls, 

b.  Two  types  of  telephone  service  havo  boon  installed.  Class  A 
and  C  service,  Class.  A.  service  gives  the  subscribers  access  to  the  long 
distance  ttelUspfto's&s  system.  All  Major  staff  section  and  companies  have 
Class  A  dial  service.  This  is  especially  important  in  an  aviation  battal¬ 
ion  where  units  are  separated  and  operate  over  a  laryo  coocrnphicnl  area. 
Clans  C  service  within  the  Haiku  area  ha a  provided  faster  service  for 
sdibscrifcers  at  Camp  Holloway  who  still  do  not  have  dial-  telephones. 

c.  The  dial  tele  phono  ayafcem  will  eventually  replaco  the  Camp 
Holloway  ffl/ttC-7  switchboard.  Existing  dial  telephones  at  Camp  Fnj.loway 
have  greatly  reduced  the  amoufii  of, traffic  handled  by  the  Foil away  switch¬ 
board,  ItMs  ip  dcffff  has  providod  faster  switchboard  sorvico  f^r  subscri¬ 
bers  at  Camp  Holloway  who  still  do  nothnvo  dial  telephones. 


cl,  VHF  radio  relay-carrier  communications  are  presently  bo5.ng 
\i.sod  to  link  Camp  Holloway  with  the  155th  AHC  at  Ban  Ma  Thuot  and  the  57th 
AHC  at  Ktefcutn,  Direct  OKTS  to  these  companies  has  proatly  improved  com¬ 
mand  and  administration  between  52d  CAB  and  these  two  companies,  Ka  soon 
as  tho  now  AN/V3C-2  or  /'^/MRC-I 19  radios  arc  issued,  to  those  companies  a 
more  rolinblo  voico  communications  net  will  bo  established. 

o.  The  now  AN/iTSC-2.  HF/rTT  radio  has  proven  to  bo  a  rolinblo 
and  usaful  pioco  of  equipment.  This  SSB  radio  has  provided  the  battalion 
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with  a  reliable  means  of  radio  communications  with,  the  17th  Aviation  f’-roup 
Headquarters,  Previous  radios  utilic-ed  vere  not  as  reliable  and  voice 
communications  vu«  oflen  vent:  and  distorted* 


i'c  "he  AN/VS6 -2  or  AN/nRC-I  1  <)  radio  set  will  be  issued  one  each 
per  aviation  cff-vmpajv^/  as  scon  as  ihey  -'rvive  within  the  command.  These 
radios  vo.ll  net  with  each  ether  end  provide  an  HF  net  between  battalion 
and  company  operations. 


11.  (P)  ‘Aircraft  Maintenance 


a.  Maintenance  Statistics : 


Aircraft  Authorized 
A/C  Assigned  ( WO) 
Availability  Rate  - 
SDK  Rate  - 
EDP  Rate  - 


TIH-1H 

TTF-1C 

CK-47A 

115 

40 

16 

18 

6 

13 

80,8 

75.7 

58.1 

‘  14.*? 

15.7 

28.8 

3.6 

5.6 

13.0 

(For  detailed  statistical  data,  see  inclosure  10) 


b.  Dud  to  the  increase  in  enemy  attacks  on  units  of  this  battal¬ 
ion  availability  bag  dropped  to  some  extent,  However,  after  attack  repairs 
and  round  the  clock  maintenance  has  kept  the  availability  at  a  phenomenal 
rate.  More  specifics  are  presented  in  flection  XI, 

12.  (trt  Flight  Surgeon 

a.  During  the-  Past  three  months  the  Camp  Kolloway  Despensnrv 
has  boon  averaging  1^00  outpatients  visits  per  month  while  supporting  a- 
bout  4000  par sorrel, 

b.  There  nave  been  no  significant  outbreaks  of  unusual  or  epid¬ 
ermic  diseases  during  the  past  reporting  period,  "pper  respiratory  infect¬ 
ions,  venereal  diucmseui  and  dermatological  conditions  are  the  most  pre¬ 
vails  nt  disease^,  The  rate  .for  these  disoasos  have  remained  about  the 
same  month  to  wo  nth  ir.r-.ii  tho  exception  of  an  upsurge  in  TTRI  during  Novem¬ 
ber, 


c,  The  Sig'.  vficant  aviation  medicine  problem  is  aviator  fatigue. 
This  problem  cannot'-  bo  solved  until  sufficient  aviators  and  equipment  are 
available  /vr  u£<?  in  Vietnam,  Aviators  aro  automatically  grounded  at 
140  hours  by  thgi.«r  company  and  allowed  to  fly  if  tho  mission  dictates 
only  if  cleared  by  +ls  flight  surgeon, 

* 

SUCTION  II  -  Commanders  Observations  and  Recommendations  Part  I,  Observa¬ 
tions  (Lessons  Learned) 
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1.  (C)  Intelligence 

a.  Item:  Daily  INTSTW 

Discussion:  The  Daily  INTSDM  -published  by  the  Battalion  S-2 
•SecW-.c  consisted  of,  por  the  most  n  nrv,  a  listing  of  contacts,  a  went  re¬ 
ports,  etc,  extracted  from  INTSI1MS  pul  fished  by  various  f-2  sections  in 
the  FJ.eiku,  and  Kontum  area.  A  time  study  revealed  that  preparation  and 
publication  of  the  INTST’M  cost  upwards  from  throe  (3)  hours  daily.  Coord¬ 
ination  with  adjacent  and  higher  headquarters  subscribers  revealed  that 
they  were  merely  receiving  fro-’  this  Battalion,  several  days  later,  i torus 
that  they  had  already  published.  Coordination  with  subordinate  subscrib¬ 
ers  revealed  that  a  daily  listing  of  Corps  vide  contacts,  incidents,' agent 
reports,  etc.,  was  of  no  benefit  to  company  size  aviation  units. 

Observation:  A  numbered  Intelligence  Bulletin  containing 
High  Hazard  areas,  24  hour  weather  forecast,  aircraft  Shot  Ats,  and  a  dis¬ 
cussion  of  current  enemy  capability  and  probable  course  of  action,  would 
perform  a  much  more  beneficial  service.  Bulletin  was  initiated  1  Jan  6£ 
and  time  saved  by  not  preparing  and  piblishing  the  Corps  vide  listing, 
was  used  to  prepare  tho  more  comprehensive  ’’Discussion  Section”. 

2.  (C)  Operations 

Item:  Bomb  Crater  Landing  Zones 


1 


i 

i 

t 

\ 


Discussion:  Tho  uso  of  tho  bomb  orator  landing  zones  in¬ 
creased  significantly  during  tho  pnst  quarter.  During  the  past  several 
tnorr.tc.lis  this  battalion  has  experimented  urith  tho  use  of  those  lands  ng  zonos 
cm  many  minor  operations.  However,  during  the  Battle  of  Dak  To,  it  became 
am  operational  necessity  to  use  them  in  almost  every  airmobile  operation. 
The  terrain  within  the  Spaatz  AO  (.Dak  To)  is  characterized  by  double  and 
triple  canopy  jungle,  thick  undergrowth,,  and  20,0  -  300 »  trees;  landing 
zones  ara  almost  non-existant,  Seeking  the  utmost  in  airmobile  flexibil¬ 
ity,  the  U,S.  Air  Force  was  frequently  callod.upon  to  develop  holicoptor 
landing  areas.  To  perforin  this  task  they  employed  tho  uso  of  several  750 
and  1,000  pound  bombs  concentrated  into  a  small  aroa,  Unfortunately 
present  delivery  techniques  precluded  any  two  bombs'  from  falling  into  tho 
same  area.  Many  of  the  bombs  fell  onto  steep  slopes  in  the  terrain,  leav¬ 
ing  large  gaping  holes  that  were  unusable  for  holibor.no  operations.  It 
was  found  that  at  best,  only  one  chip  landing  zones  could  be  expected. 
However,  even  these  had. the  one  single  tree  or  stump  in  tho  wrong  place, 
requiring  the  ship  to  hover  at  15  -  20  foot  to  discharge  its  passengers, 
the  undesirability  of  this  is  obvious;  personnel  injuries,  rotor  blade 
strikes  and  aircraft  accidents  rates  went  sparing. 


Observation:  The  basic  concept  of  this  technique  is  excellent 
It  broadens  the  employment ’of  helicopter  forces  immeasurably.  Hovovor, 
extensive  Improvements  must  bo  made  in  both  delivery  techniques  and  the 
type  ordinance  used.  The  use  of  A- IB  aircraft  ©quipped  with  2,000  pound 
ckissy  (Ccrttere,  has  been  the  most  effective  in  this  area.  This  is  primar- 
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ily  due  to  the  increase  in  accuracy  by  slower  delivery  speeds  and  the 
increased  effectiveness  of  the  2,000  pound  daisy  cutter,  unfortunately 
the  bdab  shackles  on  this  aircraft  wore  found  to  be  unsafe  to  carry  this 
load,  end  the  use  of  this  type  of  ordinance  was  discontinued, 

,  b.  Item :  Dust  Hazards 

Discussions  During  this  reporting  period  several  incidents 
have  occurred  as  a  result  of  dust  hazards.  These  incidents  have  ranged 
from  the  close-call  category  to  the  major  accident.  Operational  roou.ire- 
MenCs  compel  continued  usage' of  the  numerous  f&mi- improved  airfields 
located  itt  the  Central  Highlands.  This  fact  alone  does  not  always  create 
the  hazardous  conditions.  These  conditions  normally  arise  with  the  select¬ 
ion  of  these  sites  for  major  operations.  With  this  selection  comes  a  vast 
armada  of  men  and  equipment  to  an  airfield  never  designed  to  accomodate 
the  increased  traffic.  Tho  area  is  quickly  leveled  by  bulldozers  and 
vehicular  traffic  over  the  dirt  -oad s  is  doubled.  In  addition,  the  in¬ 
crease  of  air  traffic  aggravates  the  already  hazardous  dust  conditions. 

t 

Observation:  Obviously  it  would  not  be  tactically  sound  to 
make  major  improvements  to  an  airfield  prior  to  a  major  operation.  How¬ 
ever,  if  immediate  engineer  assistance  could  ^e  made  available,  many  of 
tthe  dust  problems  would  never  occur.  Immediate  construction  of  necessary 
road  nets  would  preclude  tho  taxi -ways  from  becoming  major  highways  for 
resupply*  Helipads  and  heavy  traveled  roads  should  be  poneprimed  as  soon 
auf  possible  to  further  improve  tho  area.  In  most  cases  if  the  above 
improvements  could  be  made  early  in  the  operation,  the  dust  problem  could 
almost  be  eliminated., 

c.  I  tew «  Late  Releases  by  Support  nnits 

Discussion:  This  unit  is  still  encountering  a  recurring 
problem  of  supported  ground  units  failing  to  release  their  CftC  and  re¬ 
supply  aircraft  at  the  appointed  time,  Aircraft  have  been  released  as 
late  as  2100  hours  which  in  several  instances  has  contributed  to  crew 
fatigue,  delayed,  intermediate  inspections,  and  late  arrivals  for  other 
missions  assigned  the  aircraft. 

Observation:  Aircraft  scheduled  to  be  released  at  a  specific 
time  should  be  released  at  that  time.  The  supported  unit  should  be  made 
aware  of  the  problems  incurred  by  their  failure  to  observe  the  release 
time. 

d.  Item:  Low  Level  Approaches  in  Support  of  Clandestine  Recon¬ 
naissance  Operations. 

Discussion:  On  numerous  occasions  this  battalion  has  been 
required  to  perform  the  covert  infiltration  of  reconnaissance  teams  into 
areas  known  or  Suspected  anomy  activity,  as  well  as  effecting  the  ex¬ 
filtration  of  those  units,  often  under  firo.  The  clandestine  nature  of 
those  operations  created  a  requirement  for  reconnaissance  at  altitude 
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several  days  prior  to  tho  infiltration,  and  insertion  during  thoso 
hours  of  limited  visibility,  utilizing  tochnienjos  which  would  minimize 
tho  possibility  of  enemy  dotcction.  A  covert  ©xfiltration  was  also  re¬ 
quired  to  limit  the  exposure  of  tho  oxfiltration  aircraft  to  enemy  fire. 

Observations  It  was  determined  that  the  best  technique  to 
por.form  this  mission  was  a  low  lovol  approach,,-  controled  throughout  its 
conduct  by  an  aircraft  at  altitude.  Tho  command  aircraft  is  positioned 
so  that  visual  contact  with  the  primary  land in.?  zone  can  bo  effected. 

With  both  tho  landing  zono  and  tho  infiltration  aircraft  in  si"ht,  tho 
command  aircraft  directs  tho  infiltration  aircraft  to  touchdown  with  tho 
L7L  It  was  found  that  tho  infiltration  pilot  need  not  have  seen  the  land- 
lag  zono  prior  to  tho  flight.  The  sane  procedure  is  used  for  exfiltration 
and  oner goncy  extraction,  with  the  exception  that  tho  reconnaissance  teams 
Select  tho  pickup  site,  and  identify  their  location  to  the  command  ship 
by  the  use  of  pannols,  signal  mirrors,  or  smoko. 

e.  Item:  Daily  CH-47  Operational  Commitments 

Discussion:  During  this  period,  as  with  the  Inst,  the  battal¬ 
ion  has  had  to  fly  many  loads  to  areas  where  airfields  are  available.  The 
number  of  sorties  involving  novas  of  the  supported  units  continue  to  in¬ 
crease.  There  have  boon  many  instances  whore  the  loads  were  not  "CH-47" 
loads  in  that  tho  voight  was  far  bolow  the-  desired  7,000  pounds.  Also 
the  Chinook  is  still  being  used  for  loads  that  are  capable  of  being  car¬ 
ried  by  smaller,  less  expensive  aircraft.  Fany  hours  of  CH-47  flying  time 
are  still  being  used  to  transport  units  to  an  area  accossable  by  roads. 

In  most  c.  ses  these  areas  aro  but  a  few  miles  from  the  resupply  point. 

Observation:  The  Chinook  should  seldom  be  used  in  flying 
loads  into  areas  where  airfields  are  available.  With  improved  planning 
and  coordination,  fixed  wing  aircraft  are  available  for  these  missions. 
Continued  emphasis  must  be  placed  on  the  requirement  for  reducing  sorties 
in  unit  moves.  Units  should  monitor  all  Chinook  sorties  and  make  certain 
that  tho  loads  are  as  close  to  7,000  pounds  as  possible  or  that  thov  are 
at  least  an  item  that  a  smaller  aircraft  cannot  carry.  Every  effort  should 
be  made  to  utilize  the  existing  road  network  ^or  unit  movement  and  resup¬ 
ply  of  units  that  are  accessible  by  roads. 

f ,  Item:  Flying  Hour  Program 

Discussion:  During  the  reporting  period  a  series  of  inevi¬ 
table  circumstances  led  to  some  interesting  developments.  Due  to  the 
maximum  support  effort  of  this organization  during  the  Dak  To  campaign, 
post  Dak  To  aircraft  availability  was  vastly  decroasod.  However,  even 
with  tho  loss  of  aircraft,  using  units  appeared  to  bo  functioning  normal¬ 
ly.  Some  investigation  of  this  matter  revealed,  that  when  aircraft  were 
only  available  for  'a  few  hours,  usin*  commanders  became  keenly  aware  of 
his  aircraft  utilization.  Fissions  well  well  planned  and  organized  to 
achieve  the  maximum,  with  tho  allotted  time. 
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Observation:  Considering  tho  above;  a  possible  solution 
to  tho  present  shortage  oG  nission  ready  aircraft  is  apparent.  A  closely 
monitored,  five  hour' flying  day  for  other  than  tactical  requirement a, 
could  be  established.  This  should,  be  sufficient  support  in  almost  every 
case.  Exceptions  to  this  rule  could  be  taken  on  a  mission  basis  only. 

This  would  keep  blade  time  at  a  minimum,  and  allow  for  sorely  needed  day¬ 
light  maintenance.  If  additional  administrative  time  is  needed  on  one 
day,  an  equal  amount  of  ground  time  should  be  allowed  the  f olio-ring  day, 

g.  Item:  Sapper  Attacks 

Discussion:  During  tho  reporting  period  assaults  on  this 
battalions  installations  have  increased  considerably.  In  almost  every 
ii-n.-ata.nco  tho  enemy  has  successfully  employed  the  use  or  sappers.  Analysis 
of  after  action  reports  clearly  indicate,  that  damage  suffered  at  tho 
hands  of  tho  sapper  far  oxcoode  that  of  the  damage  caused  by  mortars. 

Observe ti on:  In  an  attempt  to  roduco  tho  effectiveness  of 
thfi  sappers,  now  precautions  have  boen  taken.  Now  and  strategically 
placed  positions  have  boon  constructed  in  the  aircraft  parking  areas, 

Tho so  positions  arc  automatically  manned  when  tho  units  are  pin cod  on 
fifty  per  cent  alort.  Personnel  -n  these  positions  aro  to  stop  the  sap¬ 
per  before  they  have  tho  time  to  place  their  charges, 

3.  (C)  Signal 

a.  Item:  Shortage  of  Maintenance  Dioat  EM,  I  THE,  VHE  RT  Units 

Discussion:  Maintenance  float  EM,  DFE,  VHE  RT  units  novor 
seom  to  roach  the  52d  CAB  Avionics  Shop.  Equipment  he s  beon  released  by 
tho  5  8th  Transportation  Bn  and  novor  arrived  hero. 

Observation:  Tho  close  liaison  with  the  supporting  facility 
is  often  necessary  in  order  to  determine  whether  parts  have  beon  shippod 
and  to  which  location, 

b«  Item:  Shortage  o^  APH-5  Parts 

Discussion:  The  Avionics  Shop  has  experienced  proat  diffi¬ 
culty  in  rocoiving  parts  for  the  APF-5  protective  helmet.  According' to 
tho  Avionics  News  Letter  pub!  ishod  by  tho  34-th  Conoral  Support  Group, 
those  repair  parts  aro  in  country.  Repair  parts  for  tho  APR-5  often  take 
moro  than  sixty  days  to  rocoivo  on  an  02  priority. 

Observation:  That  immediate  action  is  received  if  reemisi- 
tions  arc  carried  to  34th  General  Support  Group. 
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4»  (T»)  Maintenance 

a.  Items  Revetments 

Discussions  The  value  of  revetments  in  helicopter  main¬ 
tenance  areas  can  not  bo  minimized.  The  last  four  attacks  against  units 
of  this  battalion  havo  been  concentrated  against  maintenance  areas.  The 
onomy  has  used  mortars,  rockets,  and  hand  carried  sapper  charges  or  a 
combination  of  all  three.  In  general,  tho  maintenance  areas  offer  the 
larger  structures,  the  greater  concentration  of  equipment  and  aircraft 
and  are  lightod  at  night.  In  addition  a  successful  attack  limits  a 
units  maintenance  repari  capabilities.  Nhon  aircraft  are  revotod  a  mor¬ 
tar  round  landing  outside  a  revetment  will  c«uso  damage  to  a  single  ship 
and  usually  only  to  tho  area  oxtending  above  tho  revetment .  Extensive 
damage  to  main  rotor,  tail  rotor,  and  pylon  assembly  (iiF-l)  is  often  in¬ 
curred,  however,  this  is  usually  repairable.  Ehen  a  helicopter  is  not 
revotod,  which  is  frequently  true  in  crowded  maintenance  areas,  a  round 
falling  somo  distance  away  will  causo  extensive  damage.  .Aircraft  in 
this  situation  suffer  considerable  sheotmotal,  wiring  and  window  damage 
which  requires  much  time  and  effort  to  repair.  Even  in  case  of  fire  a 
revetment  will  confine  the  damage  to  one  aircraft  which  is  not  the  case 
when  unreveted  ships  are  parked  some  distance  apart.  The  tendency  of 
maintenance  personnel  to  park  the  aircraft  as  close  to  the  work  area  as 
possible  is  a  common  error. 

Observation:  Revetment  should  be  as  high  as  practical  and 
long  enough  to  protect  the  full  leng  of  the  aircraft.  Extra  revetments 
should  be  constructed  in  maintenance  ,-.rea  in  anticipation  of  peak  input 
of  aircraft.  Consideration  should  also  be  given  to  parking  tons  trucks 
on  tho  open  side  of  the  revetments  this  also  gives  dispersion  to  vehicles, 
which  are  also  prime  targets  of  tho  enemy. 

b.  Item:  Radio  Retrofit  Program.  (Project  ZYR) 

Discussion:  TTB-1  aircraft  continue  to  be  received  without 
the  KY-28  retrofit  being  completed.  This  program  places  an  additional 
burden  on  maintenance,  administration  and  operations.  This  unit  has 
had  two  aircraft  at  a  time  in  Project  ZYR  for  six  month.  This  is  two 
aircraft  that  can  not  perform  a  mission. 

Observation:  Tho  retrofit  on  now  aircraft  should  bo  accomp¬ 
lished  in  CONTIS  before  they  are  sent  to  RVN, 

c.  Stem:  Repair  of  Helicopters  After  Attack 

Discussion:  .Following  n  concentrated  ground  attack  on  a 
helicopter  unit  there  will  bo  a  considerable  amount  of  shoetmotal  repair 
to  bo  performed,  usually  beyond  the  capabilities  of  tho  unit.  The  unit 
will  often  times  bo  reluctant  to  turn  work  over  to  support  maintenance 
to  repair  knowing  that  given  enough  time  they  can  make  tho  repairs  them- 
solvea. 
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Observation :  Fpon  notification  of  an  attack  the  support 
maintenance  unit  should  bo  prepared  to  provide  a  shoetmotal  repaid* 
team..  In  the  case  of  extensive  aircraft  destruction  a  contact  team 
should  be  provided  to  as sit  in  classification,  inventorying  and  exped¬ 
itious  processing  of  aircraft  to  supporting  maintenance .  Fait  main¬ 
tenance  personnel  should  be  encouraged  to  turn  is  as  much  work  as  pos¬ 
sible  to  their  support  and  not  to  get  tied  up  in  major  repair  projects. 

d.  Item:  Armament  Capabilities 

Discussion:  Due  to  the  lack  of  armament  personnel  (9  on 
had  of  39  authorized )  assignod  to  the  units  at  Camp  Follovny  (3  AFC  and 
1  ASRC)  consideration  is  being  given  to  establishing  a  consolidated 
armai'Kont  3hop.  This  will  provide  a  pooling  of  personnel  and  physical 
resources. 

Observation:  When  an  adequate  physical  facility  is  located 
and  a  qualified  shop  commander  is  found  this  consolidation  will  take  place. 

o.  Item:  Dispersal  of  Vehicles  and  Equipment 

Discussion:  During  January  this  battalion  lost  numerous 
vohicles  and  equipment.  This  combat  damage  was  incurred  by  satchel  charges, 
and  could  as  well  have  been  by  mortar  fire.' 

Observation:  By  diaper sal  of  equipment  the  number  incurring 
damage  would  have  boon  roduced.  Compound  areas  do  not  lend  themselves 
for  wide  disporsal,  also  security  of  equipment  cannot  bo  maintained  with 
wide  dispersement.  The  equipment  can  bo  spread,  throughout  the  compound 
and  eliminate  congestion.  When  possiblo,  revetted  areas  should  be  pro¬ 
vided  for  prime  equipment  io,,  Wreckers,  Duel  Tanker  and  Aircraft  Service 
vohiclos.  Maintenance  shop  areas  should  never  be  allowed  to  become  con¬ 
gested  at  night.  During  good  weather  most  maintenance  can  bo  performed 
by  operators  within  assigned  parking  areas. 

5.  (v)  Aviation  Safety 

a,  Item:  Foreign  Object  Damage 

Discussion:  Foreign  object  damage  (FOD)  was  identified  as 
a  major  cause  of  engine  usage,  \  request  for  assistance  is  the  design  of 
a  "last  chance"  filter  for  the  T-53-L13  engine  installation  was  requested 
of  ttsabMR.  In  addition  the  units  have  been  instructed  to  perform  a 
last  chance  inspection  of  the  sand  and  dust  separator  and  plenum  chamber 
area. 

Observation:  .Failure  of  the  sand  and  dust  separator . to  -stop 
FOD  and  increased' night •maintenance  are  believed  to  bo  the  primary  causes 
(See  lncl  11) 
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b,  Item:  Accident  Cause  Factors 

Discussion:  In  our  continuing  soarch  for  accidont  causo 
factors  an  analysis  of  tho  Crash  Facts  Massage  File  was  made.  (Soo  incl 
12  from  1  Jun  67  to  22  Doe  67  time  o,f  analysis).  Tho  41  events  lead  to 
tho  following  conclusions.  First,  that  thoro  woro  no  accidents,  inci-' 
donts,  forced  or  precautionary  landing  from  0700  -  0920  hours.  Second, 
that  67%  of  tho  major  accidents  oc cured  after  1500  hours  or  during  -  the 
last  25%  of  the  normal  flying  day. 

Observation:  It  appears  that  aviator  fatigue  my  bo  m.oro 
closely  related  to  the  number  of  hours  flown  in  one  day  than  it  is 
related  to  flying  time  per  month.  Consideration  ^or  a  5  hour  non-tact- 
leal  mission  flying  day  and  a  1700  hour  aircraft  release  tim  has  been 
requested.  This  will  not  only  provide  for  aviator-  fatiguo  prevention, 
but  1/111  provide  some  daj'light  hours  for  maintenance. 

c.  Item:  Maintenance  Personnel 

Discussion:  The  fatigue  factor  of  maintenance  personnel  is 
also  serious.  Continuous  daily  committment  of  flying  assests  boyond  tho 
flying  hour  program  and  tho  shortage  of  skilled  personnel,  especially 
supervisors,  cannot  holp  but  effect  tho  quality  of  maintenance. 

Observation :  Tho  aircraft  oro  flying  noro  and  more  hours 
than  programmed.  Trained  maintenance  personnel  bocomo  fovor  and  aro  for¬ 
ced  to  work  longer  ruid  harder  under  poor  lighting  (or  none  at  all).  Tho 
inevitable  result  can  only  load  to  mistakes  and  accidents.  We  must 
either  reduce  tho  flying  hours  and  forco  tho  usor  to  improve  his  use  of 
tho  aircraft  and  increase  tho  number  of  maintenance  personnel  or  accopt 
lower  standards  and  high  accidont  ratos. 

PART  II j . -Recommendations: 

1.  (C)  Operations:  Roforonoc  Section  II,  Fart  I,  para  a,  b,  c,  o,  f. 

a.  Rocommend  increased  uso  of  tho  2,000  pQund  daisy  cuttor  for 
this  typo  operation.  In  addition,  that  tho  necessary  modifications  bo 
made  on  the  A-1E  aircraft  bo  made  to  carry  tho  larger  loads. 

b.  Recommend  closor  direct  liaison  between  tho  major  aviation 
unit  ahd  onginoor  support  unit  concerned,  prior  to  tho  commencement  of  a 
major  operation  in  the  vicinity  of  an  airfield. 

c.  Recommend  corn -and  emphasis  bo  placed  on  tho  absolute  necess¬ 
ity  of  scheduled  release  times  being  honored, 

♦ 

d.  Rocommend  a  study  bo  made  to  detGrrrd.no  the  reason  behind  the 
phenomenal  increase  in  sorties  for  battalion  moves.  In  addition,  that 
requests  for  CH-47  support  bo  closely  monitored. 
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o.  Rocomr  ad  a  study  be  conducted  to  determine  r.  realistic  fly¬ 
ing  hour  program.,  -  would  moot  operational  requirements  and  incroase 
needed  mound  time  for  aviation  units. 

2.  (C)  Signal:  .Reference  Section  II,  Part  I,  para  3b.  Recommend 
present  system  of  requisitioning  bo  inspector?..  Several  sections  still 
report  difficulty  in  receiving  reqnostod  items  through  supply  channels. 
This  would  indicate  roquosts  are  not  being  proporly  processes. 

3.  (tt)  Maintenance  i  Ro^eronco  Section  II,  Part  I,  para  4b. 

Recommend  future  acquisitions  of  aircraft  bo  rotrofitod  during 
production. 

4.  (IT)  Safety:  Roforonce  Soction  II,  Part  I,  para  5a. 

a.  Recommend  immediate  implementation  of  a  "last  chance"  filter 
for  the  T-53-L13  engino,  That  tho  sand  and  dust  separator  inspection 

bo  emphasized  to  other  aviation  units  with  similar  difficulties  in  this 
aroa. 

b.  Recommend  a  study  bo  conductod  by  a  FSABAAR  team  concerning 
the  fatigue  problem.  This  should  encompass  both  aviators  and  maintenance 
porsonnel.  In  addition,  that  aircraft  utilization  bo  monitored  for  a 
possible  increase  in  daylight  maintenance  time. 


*  v 

12  Incl  EDWARD  P.  LTTKERT  JR.  , 

as  LTC  Inf  / 

_ _ _  _ Coinr.vmding___ _  _ 

*  List,  52d’"CAB“Do tachmorfts  u.' 1 
2.  Recapitulation  of  flying  hours  and  availability 

u>  \  u  « w  *  w  »\  ^  1-)^$ ,  '0  a 

4.  Chronological  Sequence  of  Significant  Events 

5.  Fap  of  operational  area 

6C  /eft or  Action  Roport  (Dale  To) 

7.  Aftor  Action  Report  (KTM  Attack) 

.  /lftor  Action  Report  (Hoi  Attack)  • 

9.  Aftor .  Action  Roport  (BMT  Attack) 

10.  Recapitulation  of  availability,  mission  roady.  EDP  t 

per cent ages  by  month  * 

11.  Crash  Facts  Extract 

1 2.  F.O.D.  Problora  aroas 


EDP,  and  EDM 
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AVGD-SC  (l6Feb  68)  1st  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  January  1968, 

HEADQUARTERS,  17TH  COMBAT  AVIATION  GROUP,  APO  96240 

TO:  Commanding  General,  1st  Field  Forces  Vietnam,  APO  96350 

1.  (U)  The  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  Operational  Report  for 
quarterly  period  ending  31  January  1968  is  forwarded  for  information  and 
action  as  necessary. 

2.  (U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  this  report  and  concurs  with 
the  report-  as  modified  herein. 

3.  (C)  Reference  section  I  para  106  concerning  classes  of  Telephone 
Service.  Last  sentence  should  read;  “class  c  service  within  the  Pleiku 
area  has  provided  faster  service  for  subscribers  at  Camp  Hollaway  who 
have  received  dial  telephones." 

4.  (C)  Reference  section  I  para  I0d  concerning  voice  communications. 
Concur  the  intent  of  this  item  is  to  emphasize  that  the  AN/USC-2  and  AN/ 
MRC-119  will  provide  an  organic  means  of  communications  that  may  be  used  as 
a  back  up  when  circuits  provided  through  the  Army  Area  communications  sys¬ 
tems  fail. 

5.  (c)  Reference  section  II  Part  I  para  4a.  Concur.  Command  em~ 
hasis  is  being  placed  on  revetment  criteria  and  design  to  afford  maxi  imam 
protection  of  aircraft. 

6.  (C)  Reference  Inclosure  8  para  5b  (3).  Item  concerning  perim¬ 
eter  lighting.  Perimeter  lights  at  Hollaway  has  been  completed.  Short 
circuits  in  some  of  the  wiring  exist  but  is  being  isolated  and  corrected. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 
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31  January  ly6U  iiCii  Ci>m-65  UIO  ACUjJGK  5 2d  CAB  (d) 


HKJDQuAKTJiiS,  I  FliilO  FORCA  vrcTNAK,  Aid  96350 
TO:  Coiitnanding  General,  let  Aviation  Brigade,  APO 


9  im  1368 
96375 


Concur. 

PDA  TIiF  COL  Jiiv  IDEA: 


I 

i 

I 


Copy  furnished: 
17th  Cbt  Avn  Gp 


"\ 

/ 


ROBERT  C.  GABBARD 
1LT;  AGC 

ASST  ADJUTANT  GENERAL' 
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AVI3A-C  (6  Feb  68)  3d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  lessons  Learned  for  Quarterly  Period 
Ending  31  January  1968  HUS  C3POR-65  (UIC  WCYMTG)  (U) 

HEADQUARTERS,  1ST  AVIATION  BRIGADE,  APO  96384  MAR  SI  1968 

THRU:  commanding  General,  US  Army  Vietnam,  ATTN:  AVKGc-DST,  AFO  96375 
Commander  in  chief,  US  Array  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPCP-OT,  APO  96558 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  lor  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 

Army,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 

1.  ^U)  This  headquarters’ has  reviewed  this  report  and  concurs  with  the 
report  as  modified  herein. 

2.  (C)  Sec  1,  para  10f,  page  15:  The  AN/VSC-2  radio  sets  are  being 
issued  as  they  arrive  in  ItVN.  The  ,11/NHC  119  are  being  shipped  direct 
to  the  using  unit  from  the  manufacturer*  The  logistical  elements  in  KVN 
oo  not  exercise  any  control  over  distribution  of  these  radio  sets. 

3.  (C)  Sec  II,  para  3b,  page  19:  This  headquarters  is  issuing  instruc¬ 
tions  concerning  requisitioning  of  APSi-5  end  ballistic  hclment  parts* 

These  helment  parts  are  a  1st  Logistical  Command  responsibility,  not  a 
responsibility  of  the  34th  General  Support  Group.  All  helment  parts  on 
hand  at  the  34th  General  Support  Group  are  being  turned  over  to  this 
headquarters  for  redistribution  to  1st  Aviation  Brigade  units. 

4.  ic)  Sec  II,  para  la,  page  22:  This  headquarters  recommends  that 
USARV  establish  coordination  vrith  7th  UGAF  to  deal  with  this  problem. 

The  availability  of  2000  pound  daisy  cutter  bombs  does  not  meet  the  de¬ 
mands.  Additionally,  the  techniques  used  should,  be  analyzed  jointly  in 
search  for  improved  employment . 

5*  (C)  Sec  II,  para  lb,  page  22:  This  is  a  matter  which  must  be  accom¬ 

plished  at  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion,  supported  division  and  engineer 
support  unit  level. 

6.  (C)  Sec  II,  para  lc,  page  22:  Headquarters  I  Field  Force  Vietnam 
published  a  letter  subject.  Aircraft  accidents,  Gated  10  Jan  63  that 
encourages  units  to  plan  the  use  of  their  supporting  aviation  to  insure 
minimum  flying  during  the  hours  of  darlaiess  wnich  will,  improve  safety  and 
aircraft  maintenance.  Additionally,  Headquarters  4th  Infantry  Division 
published  a  letter  subject,  Aviation  Utilization,  dated  20  Feb  68  encour¬ 
aging  al I  subordinate  units  of  that  division  to  adnere  to  the  1700  release 
time  us  much  as  possible . 

7.  (C)  Sec  II,  para  Id,  page  22:  This  is  a  matter  which  should  be  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  and  its  supported  'units. 
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8.  (G)  Sec  II>  para  4a,  page  23:  This  headquarters  published  a  letter 

subject.  Prevention  of  FOD  to  T-53  Engines,  doled  1  far  68  which  requires 
a  daily  inspection  of  the  particle  separator.  The  crow  chief  is  required 
to  have  the  cowling  opened,  air  filters  removed  raid  the  top  half  of  the 
particle  separator  removed.  The  pilot  or  co-pil.ot  from  the  first  crew  of 
the  day  to  fly  the  helicopter  inspects  for  foreign  objects  and  makes  a 
directed,  entry  in  the  DA  Form  2408-13. 


FOR  THE  CGkl/hDER: 


(  \  /  (1 

jami$$<m.  gold^ann 
ilt/agc 

Assistant  Adjutiat  General 
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AVHGC-DST  (6  Feb  68)  4th  Ind  (C)  CPT  Arnold /twl/ LBN  4485 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  For  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  January  1968 
RCS-CSFOR 

HEADQUARTERS,  US  ARMY  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  1  2  APR  J9gg 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT, 

APO  96558 

1.  (U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons 
Learned  for  the  quarterly  period  ending  31  January  1968  from  Headquarters, 

52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  as  indorsed. 

2.  (C)  Pertinent  comments  follow: 

a.  Reference  item  concerning  bomb  crater  landing  zones,  page  1 6,  para¬ 
graph  2a;  and  page  22,  paragraph  la;  and  3d  Indorsement,  paragraph  4.  A 
letter  has  been  forwarded  to  COMUSMACV,  ATTN:  MACJ3  regarding  this 
matter. 


b.  Reference  item  concerning  radio  retrofit  program,  page  20,  para¬ 
graph  4b;  and  page  23,  paragraph  3. 

(1)  The  MD-736  discrete  discriminators  and  shielded  cabling  have  not 
been  available  for  installation  in  aircraft  at  the  time  the  aircraft  were  pro¬ 
cessed  through  ZYR  retrofit  sites.  Originally,  when  the  ZYR  retrofit  kits 
were  assembled,  the  requirement  for  the  MD-736's  was  not  known.  This  re¬ 
quirement  became  known  after  the  KY-28  failed  the  tempest  testing.  At  that 
time,  procurement  action  was  initiated  for  the  MD-736's.  Shielded  cabling  is 
now  arriving  in  sufficient  quantities  to  incorporate  this  modification  in  the 
normal  ZYR  program. 

(2)  Replacement  aircraft  and  new  production  aircraft  are  scheduled  to 
have  this  modification  accomplished  in  CONUS  in  addition  to  all  other  modifica¬ 
tions  now  in  the  ZYR  program. 

c.  Reference  item  concerning  accident  cause  factors,  page  22,  paragraph 
5b;  and  page  23,  paragraph  4b.  A  stud/  by  this  headquarters  indicates  a  pat¬ 
tern  of  accidents  entirely  different.  It  is  found  that  aircraft  accidents  occur 
on  a  rather  even  basis  throughout  the  day  from  0800  to  1800  with  the  largest 
number  actually  occurring  between  0800  and  1000  hours.  It  has  been  estab¬ 
lished  that  measuring  aviator  fatigue  based  on  the  number  of  flying  hours  per 
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AVHGC-DST  (6  Feb  68)  4th  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  For  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  January  1968 
RCS-CSFOR 


month  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  USABAAR  is  currently  conducting  a  study 
on  this  matter. 

d.  Reference  item  concerning  maintenance  personnel,  page  22,  paragraph 
5c;  and  page  23,  paragraph  4b: 

(1)  Night  maintenance  and  resultant  problems  are  recognized.  Two  actions 
are  pending  to  relieve  this  situation: 

(a)  Expedited  procurement  of  portable  lights  to  provide  adequate  lighting 
for  the  performance  of  night  maintenance. 

(b)  Expedited  approval  of  USARPAC  manpower  survey  requested  through 
channels. 

(2)  The  matter  of  monitorship  of  aircraft  utilization  for  a  possible  in¬ 
crease  in  daylight  maintenance  time  should  be  acted  on  at  Headquarters,  I 
Field  Force  Vietnam  since  operational  control  of  aviation  assets  rests  with 
that  headquarters  (reference  page  23,  paragraph  lo). 

3.  (U)  A  copy  of  this  indorsement  will  be  furnished  to  the  reporting  unit 

through  channels. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


«  v'/~  S 

£■  sZ&S.Xit 

G.  S.  NAKATSUKASA 

Captain.  AGO 

Assistant  Adjutant  General 

Copies  furnished: 

HQ  52d  Cbt  Avn  Bn 
HQ  1st  Avn  3de 
HQ  I  FFORCEV 
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GPOP-DT  (6  Feb  68)  (U)  5th  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  52d  Cbt  Avn  Bn  for  Period  Ending 
31  January  1968,  RCS  CSFQR-65  (Rl) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  3  MAY  i3S3 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

1.  This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  forwarding 
indorsements  and  concurs  in  the  report  as  indorsed. 

2.  Reference  4th  Indorsement,  paragraph  2d(l)b.  The  Manpower  Survey- 
USARV  Security  Forces,  conducted  during  December  1967,  approved  by: 

1st  Indorsement,  GPOP-FD  (23  Jan  68),  subject:  Manpower  Survey-USARV 
Security  Forces  (TDA  P-5-WIZJAA-00)  recognized  additional  security 
personnel  which  would  release  crew  chiefs,  gunners,  and  maintenance 
personnel  to  perform  their  primary  duties.  The  52d  Combat  Aviation 
Battalion  was  specifically  identified  with  the  aforementioned  survey. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


C.L.  SHORTT 
CPT,  AGC 
Asst  AG 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

DEPARTMENT  OP  THE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS,  52D  COMBAT  AVIATION  BATTALION 
APO  San  Francisco  96318 
"FLYING  DRAGONS" 


AVGD-CC  31  January  1968 

•SUBJECT 5  Derailed  Chronological  Sequence  of  Significant  Events  1  November 
thru  31  January  1968 


i.  ( j)  General:  This  detailed  summary  of  significant  events  is 
extracted  from  the  Daily  Journal  (j),  Daily  Intelligence  Summary  (l), 
Daily  OPrjEP-5  (W),  Daily  Allocation  Report  File  (A),  JSAFIDR  (Shot  At 
Reports)  (H),  After  Action  Report  File  (R),  and  cofarj;  the  period  1  Nov¬ 
ember  -  31  January  1968, 

(C)  Supported  Unit  Activities:  Units  and  activities  supported 
oy  the  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  utilized  aircraft  in  support  of  the 
type  operation  indicated,  (See  inclosure  for  diagram  of  operational 
area) s  . 


a,  4th  Infantry  Division  (4th  Inf  Div) 

(1)  -Operation  Mac  Arthur  (2nd  Bdo,  4th  Jnf  Div)  Middleton 
AO  —  Search  and  Destroy, 

(2)  Operation  Mac  Arthur  (1st  Bde,  4th  1'nf  Div)  Spaatz  AO  « 
Search  and  Destroy, 

(3)  Operation  Mac  Arthur'  (2nd  Bde,  4th  Inf  Div)  Middleton 
A,0  -  Search  and  Destroy. 

(4)  _  Operation  Mac  Arthur  (TASK  FORCE  22,  4+b  Inf  Div)  waij>. 
wright  and  Corrigidor  AO  -«  Search  and  Destroy, 

(5)  Operation  Mec  Arthur  (173d  Abn  Bdo,  OPCO-T  4th  Inf  Div) 
Bataan  —  Leyte  —  Luzion  AO  -  Search  and  Destroy, 

b»  ARVN  -  includes  all  II  Corps  A RVN  units;  primarily  in  Kontum, 
Dor lac,  and  Ploiku  Provinces, 

(1)  Road  clearing  operations 

(2)  Searcn  and  Destroy 

(3)  Gordon  and  Search 
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c*  DSA  II  Corps 

(1)  Support,  of  IlCi,  II  Corps,  Pleiku 

(2)  Support  of  Senior  Advisors,  primarily  at  Kontum  and 

Ban  Me  Thuot. 

(3)  VIP  Plights 

d.  Company  ,  20th  Infantry  -  a  First  Field  Force  Vietnam  (IFFV) 
long  rango  roconnaissanco  organization.  Details  of  operation  are  classified. 

(1)  Infiltration  and  exfiltration  of  reconnaissance  teams. 

( 2)  Roconnaissanco 

(3)  Search  and  Destroy 

o«  Operation  Prairie  Tiro  ~  An  operation  conducting  clandestine 
ground  reconnaissance.  Details  of  operation  are  classified, 

f.  Operation  Dnniol  Boone  -  An  operation  conducting  clandestine 
ground  reconnaissance.  Details  of  operation  are  classified. 

g,  52cl  Artillery  Group  -  Command  and  Control  for  Group  Headquar¬ 
ters  and  emergency  resupply  of  fire  bases. 

h.  Aviation  Command  and  Control  -  Aircraft  utilized  by  1 7th  GAG 
for  Command  and  Control  of  aviation  operations, 

i,  5th  Special  Forces  Group  -  Support  of  Company  ”Bn,  5th  SFG, 
Pleiku J  Special  Forces  camps  and  Special  Forces  operations  not  included 
in  other  allocations, 

.1 .  Press  Camp  -  Support  of  authorized  representatives  of  civil¬ 
ian  news  agencies, 

3.  (C)  Sequence  of  Events: 

Po3"iod  1  Mov  67  -  2  Nov  6? 

a.  Weather  (I): 

■Sky  conditions  averaged  3-500  scattered  to  0,000  broken,  high 
thin  overcast  with  rain  showers  during  the  curly  part  of  tho  afternoon 
lasting  approximately  ono  hour.  Visibility  varied  on  both  days  from,  one 
mile  during  tho  rain  to  thirteen  miles  after  the  weather  cleared.,  Horning 
temperatures  averaged  64°,  afternoon  temperatures  ranged,  from  75°  to  03°. 
Wind  was  from  tho  NE  at  an  aver a  go  speed  of  1 0  knots  during  daylight  hours , 
Minimum  density  was  during  the  hours  of  0400  -  0600  at  3,500’.  Maximum 
DA  was  during  1300  -  1500  hours  nt  4,600’. 
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b.  Aircraft  Allocation  (Average  per  day)  (A): 


TTH-1H 

T1JT-1  C 

CH-A7A 

4th  Inf  Div  - 

24 

8 

8 

arvn  - 

11 

4 

0 

17th  CAG  - 

4 

1 

0 

5 2d  Arty  Gp  - 

1 

0 

0 

DSA  II  Corps  - 

8 

0 

0 

Press  Camp  - 

# 

0 

0 

Avn  CPC  - 

4 

0 

0 

5th  SPG  - 

2 

0 

0 

Prairie  Fire  - 

3 

4 

V/ 

*  Supported  for  loss  than  majority  of  period  and  average  is  loss  than 
on  aircraft, 

c.  Significant  Events  (I)  (D)  (j)  (H)  (R) : 

(1)  02  Nov  -  179th  conducted  a  Fire  Base  Novo  for  3/8  Inf, 
4th  Inf  Div,  in  Mac  Arthur  AO,  They  moved  179  pax  and  116  cargo  tons  in 
74  sorties,  Tho  mission  was  conducted  with  no  incidents  and  negative 
contact, 

(2)  02  Nov  -  170th  UF-1H  modoi  aircraft  received  heavy 
onomy  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  firo,  vicinity  YB881 2,  Aircraft 
took  savon  (7)  rounds,  1  MIA  and  roturnod  to  Me  To  Airfield. 

d.  Operational  Statistics  (V)  («T)  (H)j 


CBT 

SORTIES 

OTHER 

SORTIES 

T1H-1  It 

HO!  ms 

TUI-1  G 
HOURS 

CH-47A 

HOTTPH 

1394 

719 

375 

156 

68 

TOTAL 

HOTms 

PAX 

CARGO 

TONS 

A/C 

HIT  ■ 

A/C** 

DAM/DEST 

599 

2,950 

328 

1/0 

1/0 

CKG?-;  MEM 
IN.T/K,fW 

ENEMY 

KBA 

STRUCT 

BEST 

NED 

EVACS 

SORTIES  DELAY 
OR  CXL  FOR  ’-DC 

1/0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

Includes  results  of  hostile  firo  and  accidonts, 
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Period  3  Nov  67-9  Nov  67 


ENT 


Al 


,  a.  Weather: 

Generally  sky  conditions  digressed  as  total  sky  cover  avorared 
9/10,  Light  to  moderato  rain  shovers  of  one  hour  duration  occured  the 
4th  and  7th  of  Novembor  during  the  early  morning  hours  (0500  -  0700), 
Ceilings  in  the.  aroa  of  operation  averaged  1000’  scattered,  5,000'  broken 
and  7,000'  overcast  from  0900  -  1500  daily.  Boat  sky  conditions  occured 
during  early  morning  or  late  afternoon  hours.  Heavy  ground  fog  .was  in- 
countered  and  reduced  visibility  to  l/2  mile.  Winds  were  calm  during  fog 
and  rain  conditions  but  increased  to  average  speeds  of  5  -  9  knots  ENE 
during;  clear  conditions.  Daily  temperaturos  varied  from  60  -  83  degrees. 
Generally  temperatures  averaged  75°  during  the  best  flying  conditions  and 
in  the  low  60’s  during  the  poorer  flying  conditions.  Density  altitudes 
up  to  4,660’  were  encountered  1300  -  1500  daily. 


b.  Aircraft  Allocation: 


TTH-1H 


TTJT-1 C 


CH-47A 


4th  Inf  Div  -  25  8  7 

ARVN  -  11  .  4  0 

17th  CAG  -  110' 

52d  Arty  Gp  -  100 

DoA  II  Corps  -  '  8  0  0 

Avn  C^C  -  200 

Press  Camp  -  1  0.0 

5th  SFG  -  2  0  0 

Prairie  Firo  -  450 

c.  Significant  Evonts : 

(l)  03  Nov  -  155th  conducted  a  CA  for  22nd  ARVN  Div,  vicin¬ 

ity  Kontum,  338  pax  in  184  sortios,  Fission  was  conductod  with  no  inci¬ 
dents  and  negative  contact, 

(7)  03  Nov  -  170th  con ''voted  a  C/\  for  the  3/8  Inf  and  3/12 
Inf,  .  h  Inf  Div,  in  Mac  Arthur  A0,  TVo  assaults  of  513  pax  in  21 6  sorties 
The  mission  was  conducted  with  no  incidents  and  negative  contact, 

(3)  03  Nov  -  119th  conducted  a  CA  for  the  1/12,  4th  Inf 

Div, ,  in  Ma.c  Arthur  A0.  211  pax  in  103  sorties.  The  mission  was  conducted 

with  no  incidents  and  negative  contact* 

(4)  06  Nov  -  155th  conducted  a  CA  and  Final  Extraction  for 
22nd  ARVN  Div,  vicinity  of  Ban  Wo  Thuot.  252  pax  in  118  sorties.  Fission 
was  conductod  with  no  incidents  and  nogativo  contact. 

(5)  06  Nov  -  170th  conducted  a  CA  for  the  2/504  Abn,  173d 
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Abn  Bdo,  vicinity  of  Dak  To,  120  pax  in  6$  sorties.  Heavy  enemy  fire 
was  encountered  in  the  landing  zone.  One  (1)  received  5  hits,  wound¬ 

ing  ono  (l)  crow  member, 

(6)  07  Nov  -  155th  and  Ban  Me  Thuot  City  Airfield  came  under 
enemy  attack  at  2345  hours,  Tho  enemy  attacked  with  8lmm  mortars  and  the 
rounds  fell  for  approximately  ten  minutes.  Two  (2)  RFI-IC  gunships  des¬ 
troyed  and  others  received  heavy  damage,  but  were  repairable.  Five  (5) 
UIMH  model  aircraft  were  damaged,  but  were  repairable.  One  (l )  transient 
TJH-1H  model  from  4th  Avn  Bn  wa3  also  damaged. .  Negative  friendly  or  enemy 
KIA-WIA  were  reported . 

(7)  03  Nov  -  179th  sent  2  CH-47  aircraft  to  Dak  To,  in  res- 
pofjo  to  a  Tactical  Emergency  for  1st  Avn  Bdo,  4th  Inf  Div,  ,  Aircraft  de- 
purtedHcIIcvay  Amy  Airfield  at  0220  hours,  hauling  Class  V  and  med  evacs 
throughout  tho  night, 

(8)  08  Nov  -  189th  HK-1C  model  aircraft  shot  down  in  class¬ 
ified  area.  Tho  ship  was  on  initial  (hot)  run  and  encountered  intense 
enemy  automatic  weapons  fire.  Aircraft  suffered  loss  of  power  and  settled 
intotreos.  Heavy  enemy  activity  hampered  rescue  efforts.  Ono  (l)  KIA 
and  three  (3)  WIA.  Aircraft  was  total  loss  and  was  destroyed  on  site  by 
Air  Force  tac-air.  The  189th  had  a  total  of, two  (2.)  TTH~1C  aircrnft  shot- 
up  on  this  mission. 

(9)  09  Nov  -  170th  conducted  a  CA  in  support  of  the  3/8  Inf, 
4th  Inf  Div,  in  Mac  Arthur  A0.  They  lifted.  283  pax  in  121  sorties.  Air¬ 
craft  received  light  small  arms  fire  approaching  LZ.  As  aircraft  departed 
LZ,  heavy  mortar  firo  was  oncounterod,  TTP-1H  was  shot  down  and  destroyed, 
resulting  in  one  (1)  crow  member  WIA, 

(10)  09  Nov  -  119th  conducted  a  CA  for  B/24th  CIDO,  in  vicin¬ 
ity  of  Dak  To,  Thoy  lifted  130  pax  in  5*1  sorties.  Mission  was  conducted 
with  no  incidents  and  negative  contact. 

(11) .  09  Nov  -  179th  conducted  a  Firo  Base  Move  in  support  of 
173d  Abn  Bdo,  vicinity  of  Dak  To,  They  moved  56  pax-and  180  cargo  tons 
in  54  sorties.  The  mission  was  conducted  with  no  incidents  and  negative 
contact. 

(12)  09  Nov  -  179th  CH-47A  rocoivod  two  (2)  hits  from  enemy 
heavy  automatic  weapons,  in  vicinity  of  IB850175.  Negative  injuries  and 
tho  aircraft  continued  to  fly, 

d.  Operational  Statistics: 


CBT 

SORTIES 

0TI®R 

'SORTIES 

HH-1H 

HOURS 

TTH-1C 

HOURS 

CH-47 A 
HOURS 

4,926 

1,783 

1,589 

373 

258 

CON 

37 
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NT: 

1  AL 

Purina  10  Nov  67  -  16  Nov  67 


i 

a0  Weather: 

Generally  flying  conditions  improved  over  the  previous  report¬ 
ing  period.  10  Nov  67  is  the  only  exception,  with  light  rain  showers 
throughout  the  area  of  operation  from  0600  -  1600.  Total  cloud  cover  aver¬ 
aged  3/'IO  at  3,500’  scattered,  6,000’  broken  and  improved  throughout  each 
day  to  clear  skies.  Morning  temperatures  averaged  67°  increasing  to  daily 
highs  of  78°.  Winds  were  predominately  out  of  the  WE  (050°  -  070°)  at 
5-8  knots  increasing  in  late  afternoons  10-17  knots.  In  mountainous 
terrain  winds  were  steady  at  20  -  35  knots  with  light  to  moderate  turbu¬ 
lence,  Density  altitude  reached  highs  of  4,500’  and  dissipated  later  in 
the  day  to  1,000‘  -  l600’.  Visibility  remained  constant  throughout  each 


day  at  12  -  15  miles. 

b.  Aircraft  Allocation: 

'TIT-1  H 

TTfT-1  0 

CH-47A 

4th  Inf  Div  -  22 

6 

7 

ARVN  -  11 

A 

0 

52d  Arty  Gp  -  1 

0 

0 

D3A  II  Corps  -  8 

0 

0 

Avn  C&C  -  3 

0 

0 

Press  Comp  -  1 

0 

0 

5th  SVG  -  2 

0 

0 

Prairio  Fire  •»  7 

8 

0 

17th  CAG  -  * 

0 

0 

c.  Significant  Events : 

(1)  10  Nov  -  H9th  conducted  _ 

a  CA  in 

support  of 

1st  Inf  Bde, 

4th  Inf  Div,  in  Spaats  A0,  They  lifted  60 

pax  in  23  sorties. 

One  (l) 

UH-1C  was  hit  with  houvy  enemy  anti-aircraft  fire  while  on  firing  rim. 

The  aircraft  fuel  coll  was  hit  and  exploded  at  approximately  300’  altitude 
Throe  (3)  members  were  VIA  and  one  (l)  KIA:  Aircraft  was  a  total  loss. 

(2)  10  Nov  -  119'bh  UH-1H  model  aircraft  was  hit  by  enemy  air 
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burst,  vicinity  of  YB893146,  Air-burst  was  believed  to  bo  37m  anti-air-  ! 

craft  fire,  but  was  not  confirnocl.  Aircraft  sustained  ono  (l)  schapnel  ; 

hole  and  continued  to  fly.  Negative  injuries  to  crew  members.  '  ! 

(3)  11  Nov  -  119th  conducted  a  CA  in  support  of  the  3/12  I 

Inf,  4th  Inf  Div,  in  Spaatz  AO.  They  lifted  120  pax  in  57  sorties*  The  !• 

mission  was  conducted  with  no  incidents  and  negative  contact, 

(4)  12  Nov  -  119th  conducted  a  CA  in  support  of  the  1/8  Inf,  j 

4th  Inf  Div,  in  Spaatz  AO.  They  lifted  180  pax  in  78  sorties,  Enemy  j 

small  ar‘.v:  fire  was  received  in  the  vicinity  of  the  landing  -zone .  One  | 

(’! )  TII-TI  modal,  assisting  in  the  lift,  sustained  two  (?)  hits.  Negative 

injuries  and  aircraft  continued  to  fly. 

(5)  12  Nov  -  179th  conducted  a  Eire  Rase  Move  in  support  I 

of  tho  1/12  Inf,  4th  Inf  Div,  in  Spaatz  AO,  They  lifted  175  pax  and  93  j 

cargo  tons  in  69  sorties.  The  mission  was  conducted  with  no  incidents 

and  negative  contact, 

' 

(6)  12  Nov  -  179th  conflicted  n  Battery  Move  for  1/8  Inf, 

4th  Inf  Div,  in  Spaatz  AO.  Thoy  lifted  203  pax  and  199  cargo  tons  in 

145  sorties.  Mission  was  conductor!  with  ho -incidents  and  negative  contact, 

;! 

(7)  13  Nov  -  52d  GAB  conducted  a  battalion  size  CA  and  ,\ 

Fire  Base  Move  in  support  of  l/8  Inf,  4th  Inf  Div,  in  Spaatz  AO,  24  TTH-1H  .  \ 

4  NH-1C,  and  9  CH-47A’s  wore  used  to  move  over  550  pax  and  143  cargo  tons  j 

in  437  sorties.  Fog  and "enemy  automatic  weapons  fire  delayed  lift  for  > 

over  an  hour.  One  (l)  TTH-1H  model  aircraft  was  hit  with  a  enemy  rocket  ' 

(B-40)  and  was  destroyed.  Tho  crew  members  wore  all  WIA,  ■' 

*  a 

l; 

(8)  13  Nov  -  155th  conducted  a  CA  in  support  of  the  11th 
ARVN  RANGER  Bn,  vicinity  of  Bao  Loc.  Thoy  lifted  729  pax  in  226  sorties. 

The  mission  was  conducted  with  no  incidents  and  negative  contact. 

(9)  13  Nov  -  179th  conducted  a  Fire  Base  Move  for  173d  Abn  ■ 

Bde,  in  Spaatz  AO,  They  lifted  36  pax  and  179  cargo  tons  in  106  sorties,  j 

Mission  was  conducted  with  no  incidents  and  negative  contact. 

S.  i 

(10)  14  Nov  -  119th  conducted  multiple  CA’s  in  support  of  j 

3/8  Inf,  4th  Inf  Div,  in  Spaatz  AO.  They  lifted  450  pax  in  212  sorties.  ?  I 

Enemy  snipor  fire  was  received  in  all  quadrants  around  the  LZ,  No  hits 

wore  sustained  and  negative  injuries,  |  ! 

*  t 

(11)  14  Nov  -  155th  conducted  a  CA  in  support  of  23d  ARVN  J  j 

Div,  vicinity  of  Phu  Hoip.  ,  They  lifted  555  pax  in  193  sorties.  Two  (2) 

TIH-1C  model  aircraft  were  shot  down  by  heavy  automatic  weapons  fire.  |  j 

Both  aircraft  received  .over  20  hits  and  were  major  combat  losses.  Two  | 

(2)  crew  membors  wore  VIA,  I 

39  !  I 
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(12)  15  Nov:—  170th  conducted  multiy-io  Gt.-s  in  .‘nr'pr-rt  of 


ARVM  Abn,  in  Spent z  AO,  They  lifted  600  pax  in  i64 
enemy  small  arms  fire  won  received  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
TTH-1H  model  sustained  one  ('j )  hit,  wounding  a  crew  meeker 

d.  Operational  Statistics; 


Intense 

(■' ' 
\  <  i 


CRT 

SORTIES 

CT-TER 

SORTIES 

TRI-1  h 
HOURS 

TTH— 1  C 
HOURS 

CP-4?  A 

HOURS 

6,556 

2,259 

2,198 

523 

348 

TOTAL 

POURS 

PAY 

C  '.RG0 
TONS 

L/C 

HIT 

1VU/DEST 

3  >069 

1 6j.  01 6 

1,693 

3 

3/2 

CKBW  MEN 
W/ir-^ 

EN.NMY 

KB' 

STRUCT 

DUST 

MED 

EVACS 

SORTIES  DELAY 
OR  on,  TOR  wx 

.  8/1 

10 

10 

380 

10 

Period  17  Nov  67  -  23  Nov  67 


a.  Weather; 


There  was  a  noticeable  improvement  in  slcy  conditions.  Ceil¬ 
ings  usually  wore  4; 500 1  pcattorod,  high  thin  broken  throughout  each  day. 
Total  cloud  cover  averaged  2/10,  Tomnernture;;  incroasod  to  average  79’"' 
each  day  and  disninatod  labor  in  tho  a D tor noon  (0900  -  1630).  '-Tird  direct 
ion  shifted  more  easterly  and  average  a  pood  remained.  0  -  11  knots  during 
tho  reporting  period ,  visibility  waal 2  -  15  miles.  Daily  high  density 
altitude  averaged  4»300? ► 


b.  Aircraft  Allocation t 


UH-1 H 

rov 1 0 

OH-47 A 

4th  Inf  Uiv  ~ 

20 

10 

3 

AWN  - 

11 

4 

0 

5 2d . Arty  Gp  - 

'  1 

0 

0 

DGA  II  Corps  ~ 

8 

0 

0 

Avn  C&C  - 

4 

0 

0 

Prana  Camp  - 

1 

0 

0 

5th  SPG  - 

2 

0 

0 

17th  GAG  - 

•-• 

0 

0 

Prairie  Fire  - 

9 

8 

0 

Co  "E",  20th  Inf  - 

1 

0 

0 
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c»  Significant  -Events : 

(l)  19  Nov  -  119th  IIH-1H  model  aircraft  roceivod  heavy  en¬ 

emy  automatic  weapons  fire  in  the  vicinity  of  YB876078.  One  (1)  TTH-1C 
model  gunship  also  receivod  fire  from  the  same  area  later  in  the  day. 
Both  aircraft  sustained  one  (l)  hit,  and  continued  to  fly  with  narrative 
injuries. 


(2)  21  Nov  -  Intelligence  reports  indicated  a  high  proba¬ 

bility  of  an  attack  on  the  Kontum  military  complex:  All  Army  aircraft 
not  of  an  immediate  operational  need  or  not  in  revetments  were  evacuated 
l1'  Holloway  Army  Airfield.  The  possibility  of  an  attack  was  verified  by 
tho  discovery  of  rocket  launching  sites  within  10  KMS  of  the  Kontum  Air¬ 
field. 


(3)  21  Nov  -  155th  conducted  a  CA  in  support  of  the  144th 
Inf  (AT/fi);  in  the  vicinity  of  Bao  Loc.  They  lifted  361  pax  in  47  sorties. 
Mission  was  conducted  with  no  incidents  and  negative  contact, 

(4)  21  Nov  -  155th  conducted  a  Final  Extraction  in  support 
of  the  24th  Mike  Forco  Company,  vicinity  of  Di  Linh.  Tho  extracted.  126 
pox  in  24  sorties.  Mission  was  conducted  with  no  incidents  and  negative 
contact. 


(5) .  22  Nov  -  119th  conducted  n.  CA  in  support  of  the  173d 
Abn  Bd.e,  in  Spnr.tz  AO.  They  lifted  120  pax  in  19  sorties.  Two  (?)  UH-1H 
model  aircraft  received  hits  from  enemy  small  arms  fire  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  LZ.  Three  (3)  passengers  wore  VIA,  but  only  minor  damage  to  the 
aircraft. 

(6)  22  Nov  -r 179th  responded  to  TAC  "K"  with  a  night  resup¬ 
ply  of  Class  V  to  Dak  To.  They  lifted  18,000  lbs  of  Class  V  in  3  sorties. 
The  mission  was  conductor!  with  no  incidents  and  negative  contact. 

(7)  22  Nov  -  189th  TTF-1G  punship  received  four  (4)  hits 
from  heavy  enemy  automatic  firo  in  classified  area.  One  (1)  crow  member 

WIA  and  aircraft  continued  to  fly, 

\ 

(8)  22  Nov  -  170th  UH-1H  crashed  in  tho  vicinity  of  Dak  To. 
Complete  engine  failure,  and  the  autorotation  was  made  into  the  trees. 

One  (1)  crew  member  sustained  minor  lacerations  and  a  broken  nose. 

(9)  23  Nov  -  119th  conducted  multiple  CA’s  and  Final  Extract¬ 
ion  in  support  of  tho  3/8  Inf,  4th  Inf  Div,  in  Spaatz  A0.  They  lifted 

360  pax  in  117  sorties.  Enemy  small  arms  fire  was  receivod  from  tho  vicin¬ 
ity  of  the  LZ  (5  reported  hits).  Negative  injuries  and  aircraft  contin¬ 
ued  to  fly, 

(10)  23  Nov  -  119th  NF-1H  model  aircraft  received  heavy  en¬ 

emy  automatic  weapons  fire  vicinity  of  Dak  To.  Aircraft  sustained  8-13 
hits  and  continued  to  fly.  One  (1 )  crew  mombor  WIA, 
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Operational 

Statistics: 

CRT 

0TPER 

TIH-1H  ‘ 

TTp-1  C 

CP-47 A 

SORTIES 

SORTIES 

HOPES 

HOURS 

HOPES 

5,416 

3,937 

2, 321 

603 

191 

TOTAL 

CARGO 

A/C 

a/c#* 

H0T'R8 

PAX 

TOWS 

PIT 

DAF/DEST 

3,115 

11,677 

923 

11 

10/1 

CREW  HEM 

EWEMY 

STRPCT 

MED 

SORTIES  DELAY 

inj/k** 

KBA 

DEST 

EVACS 

OR  CXL  FOR  ’  ’X 

7/1 

11 

0 

353 

11 

Par  led  24  Nov  67  -  30  Woy  67 


a,  Weather: 


Lower  temperatures  made  a  noticeable  change  in  density  alti¬ 
tude  during  this  reporting  period ,  Average  highs  wore  74ri  of  short  dura¬ 
tion  (1100  -  1300),  Horning  and  evening  averaged  60  to  65  degrees,  Den¬ 
sity  altitudes  wore  lower  throughout  the  day  (4,250’ ) .  Ceiling  conditions 
wore  lower,  averaging  3, 500 T  scattered,  8,000’  broken.  Total  cloud  cover 
average  5/10  covered  throughout  each  day.  There  was  no  change  in  visibil¬ 
ity  (12  -  15  miles).  Wind  direction  shifted  slightly  EWE  (070°  -  090°) 
at  5  “  10  knots. 


b.  Aircraft  Allocation: 


4th  Inf  Div  - 
ARM  - 

5  2d  Arty  Gp  - 
Avn  C&C  - 
Press  Camp  - 
5th  SFG  - 
Prairie  Fire  - 
Co  "TS" ,  20th  Inf  - 
DSA  II  Corps  - 


TWT-1 H  PF-IC  CP-47  A 

22  10  5 

115  0 
7  0  0 

5  0  0 

1  0  0 

2  0  0 

11  8  0 

2  0  0 

8  0  0 


c.  Significant  Events: 

(l)  24  Wov  -  119th  conducted  a  CA  in  support  of  the  l/l2  Inf 

4th  Inf  Div,  along  with  tho  170th,  in  the  vicinity  of  PILL  875.  120  pax 

were  assaulted  onto  the  LZ  in  23  sorties.  Intense  enemy  anti-aircraft 
fire  was  received,  from  all  quadrants  of  the  LZ,  Two  (2)  aircraft  woro  hit 
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one  by  8  rounds,  the  other  by  10  rounds.  One  (1)  crew  member  HI  A. 

(2)  24  Nov  -  119th  conducted  a  Final  Extraction  in  support 
of  2/5 03d  Abn  Bn,  173d  Abn  Bde,  from  HILL  875.  The  extraction  of  150  pax 
was  made  in  31  sorties,  A  heavy  volume  of  enemy  small  arm,  and  automat¬ 
ic  weapons  fire  was  received  from  the  area  surrounding  the  F2, 

(3)  25  Nov  -  119th  conducted  multiple  BA’s  and  Extractions 
in  support  of  i/g  Inf,  3/8  Inf,,  and  3/12  Inf,  4th  Inf  Div.  The  operation 
took  place  in  the  vicinity  of  Dak  Toy  moving  over  610  pax  in  22,6  sorties. 
Sporatic  enemy  resistance  was  encountered  during  the  lift.  Negative 
aircraft  hits  or  injuries  were  reported, 

(4)  25  Nov  -  170th  conducted  a  CA  in  support  of  the  3/12 
InC,  4th  Inf  Div,  vicinity  of  Dak  To.  They  lifted  over  300  pax  in  100 
so.vc.'.oso  Mission  was  conducted  with  no  incidents  and  negative  contact, 

(5)  25  Nov  -  155th  tth-1!-t  model  aircraft  crashed  in  the  vicin¬ 
ity  of  ZA22.0890,  Aircraft  experienced,  a  short  shaft  failure  and  entered 
autorotation.  The  ship  landed  in  a  field,  hit  a  stump  and  rolled  over. 

The  crow  and  passengers  experienced  minor  lacerations.  Aircraft  was  re¬ 
covered  by  the  179th  ASHC. 

(6)  26  Nov  -  189th  conducted  three  (3)  night  emergency  med¬ 
ical  evacuations  in  support  of  F03-TI,  The  evacuation  took  place  in  a 
classified  area  under  intense  enemy  automatic  woapons  fire.  One  (l) 

TTH-1H  received  several  hits,,  wounding  both  the  aircraft  commander  and 
pilot.  The  pilot  maintained  control  of  the  aircraft  and  returned  to  Dak 
To. 


(7)  28  Nov  -  170th  and  189th  conducted  multiple  CA’s  and 
Final  Extractions  in  support  of  1 /8  Inf,  1/12  Inf,  4th  Inf  Div,  vicinity 
of  Dak  To.  They  lifted  846  pax  in  429  sorties.  One  (l)  HH-IH  crashed 
in  the  bomb  crater  used  for  tho  LZ.  There  were  negative  injuries  sus¬ 
tained  by  the  crow  and  passongors.  Enemy  fire  was  received  from  all 
quadrants.  Negative  hits  wore  reported, 

(8)  28  Nov  -  155th  H}T~1  C  received  ono  (l)  hit  from  enemy 
small  arms  fire,  vicinity  CR055352,  Negative  injuries  and  aircraft 
continued  to  fly, 

(9)  28  Nov  -  179th  conducted  a  Fire  Base  Move  in  support 
of  the  3/12  Inf,  4th  Inf  Div,  vicinity  of  Dale  To.  They  lifted  439  pax 
and  151  cargo  tons  in  100  sorties,  Fission  was  conducted  with  no  inci¬ 
dents  and  negative  contact. 

(10)  29  Nov  -  189th  conductod  .a  Final  Extraction  in  support 
of  1st  Bde,  4th  Inf  Div^  vicinity  of  Dale  To.  a  They  extracted  252  pax  in 
87  sorties.  Mission  was  conducted  with  no  incidents  and  nogativo  contact. 

(11)  29  Nov  -  155th  conducted  a  CA  in  support  of  22d  ARVN 
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Div,  vicinity  of  Choo  Roo ,  They  assaulted  130  pax  in  28  sorties.  The 
mission  was  conducted  vrith  no  incidents  and  negative  contact. 

(12)  30  Nov  -  189th  conducted  a  CA  in  support  of  3/12  Inf, 

4th  Inf  Div,  vicinity  of  Dak  To.  They  lifted  585  pax  in  182  sorties. 

The  Battalion  ‘Commander  of  the  3/l2  Inf  received  a  minor  facial  wound 
when  his  C&C  aircraft  came  under  enemy  anti-aircraft  fire:  Negative  in¬ 
juries  to  crew  and  the  aircraft  continued  to  fly. 


d.  Operational  Statistics : 


CBT 

SORTIES 

OTHER 

SORTIES 

ITH-1H 

FOURS 

UH-1C 

HOURS 

CF-47A 

HOURS 

6,994 

3,784 

2,797 

701' 

254 

TOTAL 

HOURS 

PAX 

CARGO 

TONS 

A/C 

HIT  . 

a/c  ## 
dam /best 

3,752 

13,501 

1,547 

4 

5/0 

GREW  MEM 
lNJ  A** 

ENEMY 

KBA 

STRICT 
BEST  . 

NED 

EVACS 

SORTIES  DELAY 
■OR  CXI,  FOR  MX 

2/0 

20 

10 

85 

2 

'eriod  1  Nov  67  - 

30  Nov  6? 

TOTALS 

CBT 

OTHER 

UH-1H 

TUU1 C 

CF-47A 

SORTIES 

SORTIES 

HOURS-1' 

HOURS# 

HOURS# 

25,286 

12,482 

9,8b2 

2,471 

1,118 

TOT  AL 

CARGO 

A/C 

A/C*# 

HOURS# 

PAY 

TONS 

HIT  • 

dan/dest 

13,451 

53,719 

5,741 

25 

26/7 

OREL  MIN 

ENEMY 

STRICT 

NED 

SORTIES  DELAY 

INJ  /K#* 

KBA 

BEST 

EVAOS 

OR  GXL  EOR  T-TX 

< 

ca 

CM 

43 

30 

v» 

0 

0 

C.0 

49 

*  Adjusted  PA  Vein  1352  time. 

##  Results  of  hostile' fire  and  accidents. 
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Period  1  Dec  67  -  ?  Dec  67 


a,  Weather: 

i 

On  the  1  st  and  2nd  very  light  showers  were  reported  through¬ 
out,  the  area  of  operations  (1300  -  1500),  Ground  fog  was  reported  in  low 
valleys  on  the  morning  (0500)  5  Dec  67  that  reduced  visibility-  to  1./2 
Ml©  but  dissipated  by  0700,  Total  cloud  cover  was  6/10  with  ceilings  at 
3,500  scattered,  6,000  -  8000’  broken,  Winds  remained  EWE  060°  -  090° 
degrees  at  5  -  10  knots.  High  density  altitude  averaged  4,400’  each  day 
from  1400  -  1500  hours. 


b.  Aircraft  Allocation: 

TTH-1H  UK-1 0  CH-47A 


4th  Inf  Div  -  22 

AP.VN  -  11  ’ 

5 2d  Arty  Gp  -  7 

DSA  II  Corps  -  8 

Avn  C&C  -  5 

Press  Camp  -  1 

5th  SFG  -  2 

Prairie  Fire  -  11 

Co  "E",  20th  Inf  -  2 

Avn  Tng  -  2 


10 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

\J 

8 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


c.  Significant  Events: 

(l)  01  Dec  -  119th  UH-1C  received  one  (1)  hit  from  enemy 

small  arm3  fire  in  classified  area.  Negative  injuries  and  aircraft  contin¬ 
ued  to  fly. 


(2)  02  Dec  -  179th  conducted  a  night  resupply  mission  in  sup¬ 
port  of  1st  Bde,  4th  Inf  Div,  in  Spaatz  A0,  They  responded  to  the  TAC-E 
with  17  sorties  of  Class  V,  Mission  was  conducted  with  no  incidents  and 
negative  contact. 


(3)  02  Dec  -  170th  conducted  a  CA  in  support  of  the  1/12  Inf, 

4th  Inf  Div,  in  Spaatz  A0,  The  assaulted  270  pax  in  125  sorties.  The 
flight  received  enemy  small  arms  fire  from  the  SE  quadrant,  but  sustained 
no  hits. 


(4)  03  Poo  -  155th  conducted  a  CA  in  support  of  the  23d  A RVN 
Div,  vicinity  of  Bao  Loc,  They  assaulted  80  pax  in  45  sorties.  The  mis¬ 
sion  was  conducted  with  no-  incidents  and  negative  contact, 

(5)  '04  Doc  -  155th  conducted  a  CA  in  support  of  the  23d  ARVN 
Div,  vicinity  of  Phan  Rang.  They  assaulted  58  pax  in  35  sorties.  The  mis¬ 
sion  was  conducted  with  no  incidents  and  negative  contact. 
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(6)  04  Dec  -  170th  conducted  a  CA  In  support  of  the  3/8  Inf, 

4th  Inf  Div,  in  Spaatz  AO.  They  lifted  160  pax  xn  30  sorties.  Ids  si  on 
was  conducted  with  no  incidents  and  negative  contact* 


(7)  05  Dec  -  11 9th  IJH-1G  received  one  (l)  hit  from  enemy 
small  arms  fire  in  classified  area.  Negative  Injuries  and  the  aircraft 
continued  to  fly. 

(8)  06  Dec  -  189th  cond\ictod  a  CA  in  support  of  the  1/8  Inf, 
4th  Inf  Div,  in  Spuatz  A0*  They  lifted  ovor  255  pax  in  45  sorties.  Tho 
mission  was  conducted  with  no  incidents  and  negative  contact. 


(9)  06  Dec  -  170th  ttf-IH  model  aircraft  crashed  in  vicinity 

of  4?  1.3 .'."3 15.  Aircraft  lost  RPM  on  termination  of  an  approach,  turned  360°, 
and  f, ot b.le-3.  onto  slope.  Main  rotoi'  blade  hit  a  tree  and  separated  from 
tho  r.drc.va.lt,,  the  aircraft  thon  rolled  inverted.  One  (1)  AP.VN  KIA  and  Wo 
(2.)  other  n.VAa  Negative  injuries  to  crew 

d*  Operational  Statistics: 


CBT 

OTHER 

TTH-1 H 

TtH-1  C 

CH-47A 

SORTIES 

SORTIES 

HOURS 

H0TTRS 

HOURS 

6,249 

3,818 

2,201 

775 

253 

TOTAL 

CARGO 

A/C 

A/C«« 

HOURS 

PAX 

TONS 

HIT 

DAM/DEST 

3,229 

14,929 

1,630 

12 

2/0 

CREW  MEM 

ENEMY  ' 

STRUCT 

MED 

SORTIES  DELAY 

•  INJ/K## 

KBA 

REST 

EV/\CS 

OR  CXL  FOR  WX 

o/o 

14. 

5 

73 

7 

Period  8  Doc  67  ~ 

14  Dec  67 

a.  Weather: 

Weather  summary  for  this  reporting  period  indicated  a  alight 
increase  in  total  sky  cover,  8/10  covered  at'2,500!  scattorod  to  broken 
with  a  high  partial  obscuration  on  9,  11,  12,  and  14  December,  Visibility 
averaged  10  miles  with  HK  as  the  only  obstruction  to  vision.  Light  rein 
was  encountered  on  tho  mornings  of  8,  11,  and  12  Decomhor  with  30  minutes 
duration  throughout  tho  area  of  operations.  Wind  remained  out.  of  the  ENE 
(070°  -  090°)  but  increased  in  velocity  to  10  -  15  knots  pusting  to  25 
knots.  Temperatures  remained  cool  during  nights  and  early .mornings  (58°  - 
65°)  increasing  throughout  oach  day  to' avorago  73°  -  75°.  Density  altitude 
decreased  to  avorage  a  doily  high  of  3,800’. 
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Aircraft  Allocation: 

TTT-T— 1  H 

TTH-1 C 

CF-47A 

4th  Inf  Div  - 

26 

0 

7  ■ 

ARVN  - 

10 

4 

0 

5 2d  Arty  Gp  - 

1 

0 

0 

DSA  II  Corps  - 

10 

0 

0 

Avn  C&C  - 

5 

0 

0 

Pro ss  Cnmp  - 

# 

0 

0 

5th  CFG  - 

3 

0 

0 

Prairio  Firo  - 

11 

8 

0 

Co  »B",  20th  Inf  - 

4 

2 

0 

Significant  Events : 

N )  mg  Doc  -  119th  njvic  modol  aircraft  received  one  (l)  hit 
from  i,noto  y  a  mail  arms  firo,  in  a  classified  area.  Negative  injuries  and 
the  aircraft  continued  to  fly, 

(2)  09  Doc  -  170th  conducted  a  CA  in  support  of.  the  1/12  Inf, 

4th  Inf  Div,  in  Spnatz  AO,  They  liftod  240  par  in  49  sorties,  The  mis¬ 
sion  was  conducted  with  no  incidents  and  negativo  contact. 

(3/  10  Doc  -  155th  T'P-i R  model  aircraft  had  a  forced  landing 

in  tho  vicinity  of  AQ839115,  Tho  onrd.no  failed  nnd  tho  aircraft  autorota- 
tion  was  made  into  an  opon  fields  Nogativo  injuries  and  only  minor  damage 
to  aircraft 

(4)  10  Doc  -  170th  conducted  a  01  in  support  of  tho  l/8  Inf, 
4th  Inf  Div,  in  Spanta  10.  They  liftod  12.1  pax  in  35  sorties,  Tho  mission 
was  conducted  with  no  incidents  and  nogativo  contact, 

(5)  10  Doc  -  155th  HF-ITI  model  aircraft  received  two  (?.)  hits 
from  onomy  automatic  wopona  firo,  vicinity  VB170270,  Negative  injruios 
and  tho  aircraft  continued  to  fly. 

(6)  12  Doe  -  11c*th  conducted  a  OA  in  support  of  FOB-II  into 
a  olaanifiod  ora a.  Intense  onomy  anti-aircraft  firo  was  encountered  with 
tho  following  results: 

3  TTF-1H  models  damaged 
1  mr-IC  model  damaged 
1  HH-1H  model  destroyed  ' 

.  1  NI 1-1 C  model  destroyed 
* 

Heavy  onomy  contact  hampered  rescue  off or is ,  One  (l)  crow  mombor  was  WIA. 

(7)  13  Doc  -  170th  conducted  a  Cl  in  support  of  tho  5th  5^0, 
CIDG  For co 5  vicinity  of  YA669551 .  They  lifted  121  pax  in  77  sortios,  Tho 
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mission  was  conducted  with  no  incidents  and  negative  contact. 


f  ■  .(8)  13  Pec  -  119th  PH- IF  model  aircraft  received  two  (2)  hits 

from  heavy  enemy  automatic  weapons  fire,  in  a  classified  area.  Negative 
injuries  and  the  aircraft  continued  to  fly.  In  addition, ’ one  (1)  TJH-1C 
model  took  ono  (1)  50  cal.  round.  Narrative  injuries  and  tho  aircraft  con¬ 
tinued  to  fly. 


(9)  14  Doc  -  119th  and  170th  had  three  (3)  W-1C  model  air¬ 

craft  shot-up  by  heavy  enemy  automatic  weapons  fire,  in  a  classified  area, 
f  One  (l)  crew  member  was  VIA  and  all  aircraft  continued  to  fly. 


(10)  14  Dec  -  189th  tih— 1 H  model  aircraft  was  hit  by  enemy 

automatic  weapons  firo.  Negative  injuries  and  the  aircraft  continued  to 
fly. 

c.  Operational  Statistics : 


i 


CRT 

OTHER 

TO- IF  • 

UH-1C 

GIT-47  A 

FORTIER 

FORTIES 

FOURS 

FOTTRS 

FOTTRS 

7,779 

4,374 

2,352  . 

637  ' 

362 

TOTAL 

CARGO 

A/C 

a/c** 

HOURS 

PAT 

TONS 

HIT 

pam/dest 

|  1  3,351 

1 

15,312 

2,068 

14 

12/2 

l  CREW  HEM 

ENEMY 

STRFCT 

MED 

FORTIER  DELAY 

1  INJ/K** 

KBA 

PEST 

evac-s 

OR  CXL  FOR  NX 

|  2/0 

i 

IT 

21 

39 

4 

i 

|  Period.  1 5  Dec  67  - 

21  Pec  67 

a.  Weather : 


Sky  conditions  improved  during  this  period,  especially  night 
conditions.  Total  cloud  cover  averaged  4,/l0  covered  at  3,500’  scattered 
hi&h  broken.  At- night  clear  sky  prevailed.  Visibility  increased  12-15 
miles,  20  Pec  proved  to  be  the  only  exception  with  l/2  mile  visibility 
from  0200  -  0600  throughout  the  area  of  operations  because  of  ground  fog. 
Definite  wind  change  was  observed  with  a  marked  decrease  in  speed,  010°  - 
030°  at  3  -  7  knots.  There  were  no  changes  in  daily  temperatures  and  dur¬ 
ation  (averages,  early  mornings  53°  -  60°,  mid-afternoon  73°  -  78°). 
Density  altitude  increased  to  highs  of  4,100’ . 
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b.  Aircraft  Allocation: 


TTF-1F  TTp-1  C  CH-47A 


4th  Inf  Div  ~ 

25 

6 

7 

ARVN  - 

9 

7 

0 

52d  Arty  Op  - 

1 

0 

0 

DSA  II  Corps  - 

10 

0 

0 

Avn  C&G  - 

3 

0 

0 

Press  Camp  - 

1 

0 

0 

5th  SEC  - 

2 

0 

0 

Prairie  Firo  - 

11 

8 

0 

Co  "E",  20th  Inf  - 

4 

2 

0 

Significant  Events: 

(1)  16  Dec  -  170th 

TTF-1H  .model 

aircraft 

crashed  in  vicinity 

of  I;?-;  351 86*  Aircraft  took  off  to  tho  North  r.nd  failed  to  clear  barriers* 
The  ship  crashed  into  an  area  with  2<"'0*  trees;  killing  three  (3)  and 
wounding  three  (3)  crew  members.  Aircraft  was  a  total  loss. 

(2)  1  6  Dec  -  119th  two  (?)  RF-IF  model  aircraft  received 
five  (5)  hits  from  enemy  automatic  weapons  fire,  in.  a  classified  area. 
Negative  injuries  to  crow  and  tho  aircraft  continued  to  fly. 

(3)  17  Dec  -  170th  conducted  a  CA  in  support  of  the  l/503d 
Abn,  173d  Abn  Rdo,  vicinity  of  Dak  To.  The?/  lifted  120  pax  in  96  sorties. 
The  mission  was  conducted  with  no  -incidents  and  negative  contact. 

(4)  20  Doc  -  169th  niT~1H  model  aircraft  crashed  and  burned, 
vicinity  of  Dak  To.  Two  (2)  crow  members  veu'e  IflA  and  the  other  two  (?) 
were  VIA,  Aircraft  burned  and  was  a  total  loss. 

(5)  21  Dec.  -  119th  had  throe  (3)  TTP-1H  model  aircraft  ohot-up 
in  a  classified  area.  Each  ship  took  one  (1)  round.  One  (l)  crow  moralior 
was  VIA. 

(6)  21  Dec  -  189th  rrH_ic  modol  aircraft  crashoc  at  Polie 
Kllng  AAF.  Nogativo  injuries  and  tho  aircraft  was  a  total  loss.  Ono  (l) 
H.S.  was  KIA  by  flying  schapnol  from  tho  crash. 


d.  Operational  Statistics: 


CBT 

OTHER 

TTR-I JT 

UH-10 

CH-47A 

SORTIES 

SORTIES 

HOURS 

norms 

H0TTR.S 

7,383 

3,638 

2,280 

535 

289 
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c 

CNF! 

D  E  N 

T! 

A_ 

TOTAL 

CARGO 

A/C 

'■  A/c«w  :-,v 

KOTOS 

PAX 

TONS, 

HIT 

RAF /REST 

.3,104 

14,260 

2,153 

5 

5/3 

CRJSW  MEM 

ENEMY 

STRTtct 

MED 

SORTIES  RPLAY 

INJ/K#* 

KRA 

REST 

EVACS 

OR  GXL  EOR  m 

7/3 

10 

9 

34 

5 

Period  22  Dec  67  -  28  floe  67 
a.  Weather: 

Cloud  cover  averaged  2/10,  4,000*  scattered.  Visibility  re¬ 
mained  at  12  -  15  miles.'  Winds  increased  in  velocity  10  -  14  knots  out 
of  tt’.u  EKE  080°  -  110°.  Higher  temperatures  caused  a  smaller  temperature 
-  dev  point  separation  (.79°  tamp  -  65°  dow  point),  and  resulted  in  a  high 
daily  average  donsity  sltitude  of  4,300*. 


b.  Aircraft  Allocation: 

TTH-1H  TTH-1C 

CH-47A 

4th  Inf  Div  -  • 

22 

9 

7 

ARVN  - 

10 

4 

0 

5  2d  Ar.ty  Op  -  ■ 

2 

0 

0 

DSA  II  Corps  - 

10 

0 

0 

Avn  C&C  — 

3 

0 

0 

Pross  Camp  - 

1 

0 

0 

5th  SEO  - 

2 

0 

0 

Prairio  Fire  - 

11 

8 

0 

Co  »E»,  20th  Inf  - 

2 

0 

0 

c«  Significant  Events: 

(1)  24  Doc  -  Notified 

355th  ASHC  (CH-54A),  Tho  equipment 

of  arrival 

of  73  cargo  tons  for  tho 

arrived  by  the 

TONS  Kenyon  Victory  at 

Qui  Nhon,  RTO. 

(2)  25  Doc  -  170th  T,H~1 F  model  aircraft  roccivod  several  hits 
from  an  onomy  B-40  rocket,  vicinity  TR7°91 10.  v0grtivo  injuries  and  air¬ 
craft  oontinuod  to  fly. 

(3)  26  Doc  -  '170th  conducted  a  CA  in  support  of  1 /?2  Inf, 

4th  Inf  Div,  in  Spaatz  A0.  They  lifted  118  pax  in  30  sorties.  The  mission 
was  oondnetod  with  no  incidonts  and  negative  contact, 

(4)  27  Doc  -  189th  conducted  .?  CA  in  support  of  the  2/503R 
Aba,  173d  Abn  Bdq,  vicinity  of  Kontvm.  Thoy  liftod  252  pax  in  4?  sorties. 

SO 
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Tho  mission  was  conducted  with  no  incidents  end  negative  contact. 

(5)  28  Dec  -  189th  conducted  a  OA  in  support  of  tho  l/503d 
Abn,  1'73d  Abn  Bdo,  vicinity  of  Eontum.  They  lifted  120  pax  in  20  sorties, 
The  mission  was  conducted  with  no  incidents  and  negative  contact. 

(6)  28  Doc  -  170th  conducted  a  CA  in  support  of  tho  3/8  Inf, 
4th  Inf  Div,  in  Spaatz  AO.  Tho3r  lifted  209  pax  in  198  sorties,  Tho  mis¬ 
sion  was  conductod  with  no  incidents  and  nopativo  contact. 

ds  Operational  Statistics: 


CBT 

TIES 

OTHER 

SORTIES 

TiH-IH 

FOURS 

UHL-1  C 
HOURS 

CH-47A 

UpUTf.S 

7,013 

4,053 

2,181 

584 

283 

TOT  A". 

By 

PAX 

c  \nno 

TONS  ' 

a/c 

FIT 

A/C*“ 

d-mAest 

3,048 

15,159 

1,857 

1 

I/O 

ORE’*’  >  AM 

injA-  * 

ENEMY 

MB'- 

STRUCT 

BEST 

MED 

EVACS 

SORTIES  DEI *  Y 
OR  CXt.  FOR  wx 

0/0 

18 

20' 

45 

0 

Period  29  Doc  67  -  31  Doc  67 
a.  Weather: 

Cloud  cover  average  5/10  cover  during  this  reporting  period', 
3,500’  scattered,  high  thin  brokon.  flight  flying  weather  continuod  clear. 
Visibility  averagod  12  -  15  miles  daily  with  the  following  oxcoption; 

0400  -  0800  hours  ground  fop;  throughout  the  nroa  of  operations.  Winds 
continuod  out  of  the  NE  (040°  -  090°)  at  5-10  knots.  Temperatures  iucrons 
od  to  an  average  high  of  77°,  Donsity  altitudo  averagod  a  high  of  3,850' , 


.Aircraft  .Allocation: 

tth-1  F 

TTH— 1  0 

OH-47 A 

4th  Inf  Div  - 

21 

10 

6 

ARVN  - 

10 

5 

0 

5 2d  Arty  Up  -  * 

3 

0 

0 

DSA  II  Corps  - 

10 

0 

0 

Avn  C&C  - 

3 

0 

0 

Press  Camp  - 

1 

0 

0 

5th  SEC  - 

2 

0 

0 

Prairie  Eire  - 

11 

8 

0 

Co  "E",  20th  Inf  - 

2 

0 

0 
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c.  Significant' Events : 


(l )  29  Doc  -  IS^th  conductor]  a  CA  in  support  of  the  3/12  Inf, 
4th  Inf  Div,  in  Spent 2  AO*  They  lifted  120  pax  in  24  sorties*  Enemy 
small  arms  fire  was  rocoivod  from  the  SV  quadrant  of  L ?.  One  (l)  7^-1C 
gunshlp  sustained  ono  (l)  hit,  with  negative  in.itrios  to  crow. 


(?)  29  Doc  -  189th  conducted  n  C  A  in  sunnort  of  the  6th  ARVNf 

Abn  Bn,  vicinity  of  Dak  To.  They  liftod  352  pax  in  LA  sorties.  Tho  mis¬ 
sion  vms  conducted  with  no  Incidents  and  negative  contact, 

(.3)  30  Doc  -  170tb  conducted  a  CA  in  snpoort  of  tho  6th  *RW 

Abn  Br.j  vicinity  of  Dak  To.  They  lifted  126  pax  in  48  sortios.  The  mis¬ 
sion  was  conduotod  with  no  incidents  and  negativo  contact. 


(4)  30  Doc  -  170th  conducted  a  CA  in  support  of  tho  3/1?  Tnf, 

4th  'ltd'  Diu*  In  Jspants  AO,  They  liftod  310  pax  in  175  sortios.  Tho  mis¬ 

sion  was  conducted  with  no  incidents  and  neg-'tivo  contact. 

(5)  31  Doc  -  189th  conducted  a  Cl  in  support  of  3/12  Tnf, 

4th  Inf  Div,  in  Spa at z  AO,  They  liftod  150  pax  in  50  sorties,  Tho  mission 

was  conductod  with  no  incidents  and  negative  contact. 

(6)  31  Doo  -  119tb  had  two  (2)  im~in  models  and  onn  (l)  nv-IH 
model  re co i vo  throe  (3)  hits  from  enemy  small  arms  firo  in  n  classified 
area.  Two  (2)  crow  mambora  wore  VIA, 

d.  Operational  Statistics: 


CP? 

SORTIES 

OTHER 

SORTIES 

UH-IP 

pottos 

nw-10 

POPPS 

CH-47A 

POTTO 

3,127 

1,386 

917 

206 

98 

TOT  a 

H0VTR3 

PAX 

CARGO 

TOPS 

A/C  ■ 
WTT 

a/c*H1, 

D  AM/PEST 

1,221 

6,532 

601 

4 

4/0 

CRW  MEM 
xm,t/k«^ 

EMM 

KBA 

STRICT 

DKST 

>*KD  ' 
EV'CS 

SORTIES  DELAY 
OR  0XT,  E0R  T-TX 

2/0 

0 

• 

0 

24 

0 

<rz 
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Period  1  Dec  67  -  31  Doc  67 

1  C  El 

TOTALS 

nI  T 1 

Ac 

CBT 

OTHER 

•  TIH-1 H 

TTH-1C 

CF-47A 

SORTIES 

SORTIES 

H0!*RS# 

HOURS# 

HOPRS# 

31,551 

17,269 

10,528 

2,653 

1,305 

TOT'L 

CARGO 

.A/C 

\/c#* 

HONRS# 

PAX 

TONS 

HIT 

dam/dest 

14,486 

66,192 

8,309 

26 

25/5 

CREW  MEM 

ENEMY 

STRICT 

MED 

SORTIES  DELAY 

TMJ/K*# 

KBA 

DEST 

EVACS 

OR  CXL  FOR  W, 

11/3 

Period  1  Jan  6S  - 

a.  Weather : 

53 

4  Jan  68 

55 

215 

9 

Cloud  cover  averaged  l,/'\ 0  cover  during  this  reporting  period; 
3,500*  scattered,  high  thin  broken.  Night  flying  weather  continued  clear. 
Excellent  visibility  (12  -  15  miles)  throughout  the  period,  Winds  were 
NNE  at  5  -  10  knots,  occasional  gusts  to  20  knots.  Temperatures  increased 
to  an  average  high  of  77°.  Density  altitude  averaged  3,850* . 

b.  Aircraft  Allocation: 


4th  Inf  Div  - 

TTK-1H  ' 

20 

TTH-1  C 

9 

CH-47A 

7 

ARVN  - 

8 

5 

0 

5 2d  Arty  Gp  - 

1 

0 

0 

DSA  II  Corps  - 

10 

1 

0 

Avn  C&C  - 

2 

n 

0 

Press  Gamp  - 

1 

0 

0 

5th  SFG 

2 

0 

0 

Prairie  Fire  - 

11 

8 

0 

Co  »E»,  20th  Inf  - 

2 

0 

0 

Significant  Events : 

(1)  03  Jan  -  170th 

conducted  multiple 

,CA  *s  in  su.puort  of  the 

1/S  A-  3/S  Inf,  4th  Inf  Div,  in  Spaatz  A0.  They  lifted  over  40S  pax  in 
115  sorties.  The  mission  was  conducted  with  no  incidents  and  negative  con¬ 
tact. 
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(2)  04  Jan  -  At  approximately  0230  hours  the  Ban  >'e  Thuot 

Airfield  Complex  canoe  under  an  attack  by  a  company  size  vc  unit,  'Hie 
attack  lasted  approximately  30  minutes.  The  enemy  utilized  82rTA  mortars, 
B-40  rockets,  sapper  element  and  a  unknown  number  of  small  arms*  Approx- 
imatoly  25  -  30  rounds  of  mortar  fire  was  received  with  nee-tiye  FS  cas¬ 
ualties.  Ten  (10)  T7F-1H  models  were  damaged  and  two  (2)  were  completely 
destroyed.  One  (1)  fire  truck  was  damaged  and  another  destroyed. 


d.  Operational 

Statistics : 

CBT 

0TFER' 

TTF-1 II 

TTB-1C 

CF-47A 

SORTIES 

SORTIES 

F0T?RS 

POTTOS 

K0TrR.g 

3?  075 

2,173 

1,046 

202 

172 

r  •  nm  a  -r 
v.  i  .  Jj 

CARGO 

A/C 

A/C<:“"' 

J  iv 

PtX 

TO’TS 

FIT 

dam/dest 

•5,4-0 

8,007 

1,117 

0 

10/2 

CREW  MEM 

EMEMY 

STRICT 

MED 

SORTIES  DELAY 

KBA 

BEST 

EVf.CS 

OR  CXI,  FOR  WX 

0/0 

4 

2 

10 

0 

Poriod  5  Tan  68-11  Jan  68 

a.  Weather: 


Slightly  lover  cloud  lavor  prevailed  throughout  this  report¬ 
ing  period  at  5/10  covered,  3000*  scattered  variable  broken,  Visibility 
averaged  12-15  miles,  except  during  fog  conditions  on  6  &  8  Jan  at  1/2 
milo  during  the  hours  <1500  -  0800.  There  was  no  significant  wind  change 
which  remained  040°  -  090°  at  8  -  10  knots.  Temperatures  remained  at  an 
average  of  78°  -  82r’  and  dissipated  later  each  day,  . High  Density  altitude 
was  lower  and  of  short  duration  (3,750). 

‘b.  Aircraft  Allocation: 


TF-T-1 JT 

FTT-1 C 

CH-47A 

4th  inf  Div  - 

20 

9 

7 

ARVN  - 

8 

5 

0 

52d  Arty  Gp  - 

1 

0 

0 

PSA  II  Corps  -• 

10 

1 

0 

Avn  C&C  - 

2 

0 

0 

Press  Camp  - 

& 

n 

0 

5th  SEG  - 

2 

0 

0 

Prairie  Eire  - 

11 

'  8 

0 

Co  "E",  20th  Inf  - 

2 

n 

0 

CON  F 

1  Tn 
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Sd 
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c.  Significant  Events: 

(1)  05  Jan  -  170th  conducted  a  Final  Extraction  in  support 
of  the  5th  SFG.  They  extracted  31  pax  in  12  sorties.  The  mission  was 
conducted  vith  no  incidents  and  negative  contact, 

(2)  05  Jan  -  57th  TTH-1C  model  aircraft  received  one  (l)  hit 
fir  ora  heavy  enemy  automatic  weapons  fire,  negative  injuries  to  crew  and 
aircraft  continued  to  fly.  Mr craft  was  on  a  classified  mission. 

(3)  06  Jan  -  119th  ttH-1C  model  aircraft  received  one  (l) 
hit  from  heavy  automatic  weapons  firo.  The  ship  was  on  a  armed  escort 
mission  i.n  a  classified  area  when  hit.  Negative  injuries  to  crew  and  the 
aircraft  'continued  to  fly. 

(4)  06  Jan  -  17°th  CR-47A  model  aircraft  crashed  in  the 
vlcimVtv  4' 158468.  The  aircraft  was  on  final  approach  to  a  firo  base, 
lost  power  and  net  hied,  to  the  ground.  Major  damage  to  the  aircraft  with 
negative  injuries  to  the  crow  or  passengers, 

(5)  08  Jan  -  189th  fTF-1H  model  aircraft  while  running  in  a 
fire  base  (ZB206522)  received  extensive  main  rotor  damage,  -in  Infantry 
detail  working  at  the  fire  base  cut  a  tree  down  and  it  fell  into  the  turn¬ 
ing  blades.  The  aircraft  was  recovered  and  no  injuries  to  the  crew. 

(6)  09  Jan  -  170th  conducted  a  CA  in  support  of  the  Capital 
Republic  of  Korea  Division  in  the  vicinity  of  RR804367.  They  assaulted 
with  224  pax  in  40  sorties.  The  mission  was  conducted  with  no  incidents 
and  negative  contact. 

(7)  10  Jan  -  57th  AFC  and  Kontx^m  Mrfield  came  under  heavy 
enemy  attack  at  approvimatoly  0200  hour s .  The  WA  used  mortars,  B-40 
rockets,  stachel  charges  and  hoaw  small  arms  fire.  The  contact  lasted 
approximately  7-8  minutes,  resulting  in?  six  (6)  TT3  KIA,  20  ^11,  2  TTF-1B 
destroyed,  2  T77T—I C  destroyed,  2  'TF-1IT  major  damage,  7  17I-1H  and  2  HR-IC 
moderate  damage,  Member  of  the  57th  AHC  close  with,  and  killed  a  Forth 
Vietnamese.  An  additional  five  (5)  $VA  were  killed  by  R  Troop,  2/l  CAV, 

(8)  10  Jan  -  189th  conducted  a  CA  and  Final  Extraction  in 
support  of  the  1/12  Inf,  4th  Inf  Div,  vicinity  of  ZA885788.  They  lifted 
254  pax  in  42  sorties.  The  mission  was  conducted  vdth  no  incidents  and 
negative  contact. 

(9)  10  Jan  -  189th  FJI-1H  model  aircraft  crashed  in  the 
vicinity  of  AR884796,  Major  damage  to  the  aircraft  with  negative  injuries 
to  crew. 

(10)  10  Jan  -  189th  conducted  a  CA  and  Final  Extraction  in 

support  of  2/503  Abn,  173d  Abn  Bdo,  in  the  vicinity  of  Fontura.  Thoy  lift¬ 
ed  252  pax  in  40  sorties.  The  mission  was  conducted  with  no  incidents  and 
negative  contact. 
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L 

(n't  11  Jan  «7ti  -b  o 

upon  in  tho  vie  ini  by  of  55A1C5<V13,  r 
continued  to  fly.  Rogativ..  injuries 

(:) 

n;-  ( 1 ) 

oO  y 

UK)]:,  one 

"t  ’'ore  fir  of 
( 1 )  hit  and 

d.  Operational  statistics : 

CBT  0TFER 

•SORTIES  SORTIES 

TTF-1  !■! 

TT0TTRO 

TTft-1  C 
H0TTRS 

O’ -47  A 
tt0ttRS 

6,230  3,731 

2,325 

860 

265 

TOTAL 

FOURS  VjX 

CARGO 

TOPS 

4/C 

WT.T 

A/C** 

dam/dest 

3.450  12,948 

1,886 

3 

17/4 

GREW  MEM  *W  T 

TPJ ]<RA 

STRTTCT 

DOST 

FED 
y,\r  ACS 

SORTIES  DELAY 
OR  CTL  P0R  1.JX 

0/0  1 1 

23 

65 

4 

Poriod  12  Jan  GO  -  Jan  6ft 

a.  i  Feather : 

Cloud  cover  remained  3/lC  covered  .rb  3,500  .scattered,  vari¬ 
able' thin  broken,  10  -  15  mile*  vricibility  prevailed  daily  except  13  Jan, 
with  dense  ground  fog  through  the  area  of  operation j  especially  in  the 
valleys  of  the  mountainous  terrain,  Winds  remained  calm  during  early 
morning  hours  with  low  temperatures  dissipating  later  each  morning.  Winds 
increased  in  Into  afternoon  to  remain  steady  at  in  -  15  knots  with  fre¬ 
quent  gust  to  20  -  25  knots.  Daily  high  temperature  oecurod  later  each 
day  to  average  73°  -  77°,  Density  altitude  remained  3,750*. 

b.  Aircraft  Allocation: 


L.b 


6 


4th  Inf  Div  - 

ARVE  - 

5 2d  Arty  Gp  - 
D3A  II  Corps  - 
Avn  CS'C  - 
Press  Camp  ~ 

5th  CFG  - 
Prairie  Fire  ~ 

Go  "E",  20th  Inf  - 
GRID  - 


mu.  in 

18 

16 

1 

in 

3 

0 

•< 

I 

11 

1 
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c.  Sirni.ifica.ii  Events; 


(i)  1 7.  Jan  -  1  f  9th  conducted  a  series  of  Combat  A-s'C'-nlts 

and  Extractions  in  support  of  the  3/8  and  1  /S  Inf,  4th  Inf  Div,  in  Spnats 
40.  They  lifted  777  pax  in  139  sorties.  Thu  Flight  received  moderate 


SuBry'  autiviati*!'  Woa OOOtw  .Cxj  ti "in  the  vicinity  of 
model  aircraft,-,  assisting  in  the  lift,  sustained  one 
injuries  to  crew.  The  aircraft  continued  to  fly. 


« j  A  r«  rf  «  a  i  i  *««▼  4  »* 

u  i /fu.  i  r  iun  im»  in 

(1 )  hit  with  negative 


\  (?)  13  Jan  -  170th  conducted  multiple  CA’s  and  Final  Extract¬ 

ions  in  support  of  3./12  Inf,  4th  Inf  Div,  in  Spaatz  AO.  ^hey  lifted  ovor 
4?0  r.nx  in  if?  sorties.  The  mission  was  ennduoted  with  no  incidents  and 
negative* contact . 


(3)  14  Jan  -  189th  conducted  multiple  CA’s  and  Extractions 
in  S'itJpjtart  of  the  l/8  and  3/l?  Inf,  4th  Inf  Div,  in  Spaatz  AO,  They 
lifted  236  pax  in  43  sorties.  The  ’"ission  wan  conducted  with  no  incidents 
and  negative  contact, 

(4)  14  Jan  -  170th  conducted  multiplo  CA’s  and  Extractions 

in  support  of  the  1/503  Abn,  173d  Abn  Bdo,  in  the  vicinity  of  Fontum,  They 
lifted  ovor  380  pax  in  216  sorties.  The  mission  was  conducted  with  no  in¬ 
cidents  and  negative  contact. 


(5)  15  Jan  -  170th  conducted  a  CA  and  Final  Extraction  in 

support  of  the  3/8  Inf,  4th  Inf  Div,  in  Spaatz  AO.  They  lifted  over  240 
pax  in  40  sorties.  Throe  (3)  DF-1C  modol  aircraft  escorting  the  the  mis¬ 
sion  sustained  several  hits  from  intense  enemy  automatic  weapons  fire. 
Negative  injuries  to  crow  and  the  aircraft  continued  tA  fly. 


(6)  15  Jan  -  170th  Tr>J-1  w  model  aircraft  crashed  and  burned 
in  tho  vicinity  of  ZB185110.  Tho  aircraft  landed  with  toes  of  skids  on 
an  upslopo,  when  tho  tail  rotor  disintegrated.  Fonvy  cnomy  contact  was 
reported  in  tho  vicinity  of  tho  LZ.  Aircraft  rolled  onto  ammunitions 
stores  and  exploded.  One  (1 )  crow  member  FTA,  no  other  injuries  were  re¬ 
ported, 

(7)  16  Jan  -  1 7^th  conducted  mnltiplo  Fire  Base  >7oves  in 
support  of  1st  Bde,  4th  Inf  Div,  in  Bpaatz  A0.  They  lifted  144  pax  and 
85  cargo  tons  in  60  sorties.  The  mission  was  conducted  with  negative 
incidents  and  no  contact. 


(8)  17  Jan  -  170th  conducted  a  CA  and  Final  Extraction  in 

support  of  1/8  Inf,  4th  Inf  Div,  in  Spaatz  AO.  They  lifted.  330  pax  in 
165  sortios.  The  mission  was  conducted  i.d.th  no  incidents  and  negative 
contact . 


(°)  17  Jan  -  179th  conducted,  a  Fire  Base  Dove  in  support  of 

1/12  Inf,  4th  Inf  Div,  in  tho  vicinity  of  ZA036625,  They  lifted  14  pax 
and  43  cargo  tons  in  29  sorties.  Tho  mission  was  conducted  with  no  inci¬ 
dents  and  negative  contact. 
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(10)  17  Jan  -  155th  an- 

attack  at  approximate Iv  0125  hours, 
losses :  Five  (5)  FIT-1  H  damaged,  and 
Fnlaiovn, 


Fan  }'z  Tlt’ot  '.1  rfio j.d  e-vmo  under 

The  enemy  wn-y  82’- .  i  ■'rt-rr, .  TT.S. 

no  n .  S ,  Vi"  A  --r  KT ,  E.v.py  Los  no  3: 


(11)  18  Jan  -  1  Both  conducted  a  0A  and  Finn!  Extraction  in 
support  of  the  1/503  Abn,  173d  Abn  Bdo,  in  the  vi.cini.ty  of  Fnntur..  They 
lifted  47 8  pax  in  15$  sorties.  The  mission  was  conducted  vith  no  incidents 
and  negative  contact. 

(12)  18  Jan  -  170th  conducted  a  Final  Extraction  in  support 
of  the  1/8  Inf,  4th  Inf  Div,  in  -Spaatz  '.0.  They  extracted  330  pax  in  1 68 
sorties.  They  conducted  the  mission  with  no  incidonts  and  negative  cent- 
act  „ 


«  Operational  Statistics* 


CBT 

OTHER 

FK-iH 

TTK— 1 C 

CP-47 A 

sorties 

SORTIES 

K0TTRS 

FOURS 

F0TTRS 

7,345 

2,660 

1,958 

548 

287 

TOTAL 

CARGO 

L/C 

L/C** 

H0FRS 

PAX 

TONS 

FIT 

dam/dest 

2,793 

14,403 

1 , 696 

4 

9/1 

CREW  KSM 

EVEMY 

STR1TGT 

MED 

SORTIES  DELAY 

INJ/K** 

KBA 

DEBT 

EWACS 

OF  CXL  FOR  TJX 

0/1 

9 

0 

11 

0 

Period.  19  Jan  68 

-  25  Jan  68 

a,  Woathar: 


Total  sky  cover  averaged  5/l0  cover.  3000’  -  3500 >  scatter¬ 
ed  variable  thin  brolcen.  Clear  nights  with  calm,  wind  conditions,  caused 
fog  to  prevail  0400  -  0$00  on  19,  20,  21,  and  24  Jan.  Light  rain  showers 
wore  encountered  throughout  the  area  of  operation  on  1700  -  1900,  1$  Jan. 
Visibility  remained  constant  each  day  10-15  miles,  except  during  fog 
conditions  (l/4  -  2,  miles) .  Winds  shifted  NME  020°  -  080°  and  increased 
in  velocity  10-15  later  each  nftornoon.  Temperatures  -  dew  point  con¬ 
ducive  to  fog  existed  later  each  day  (0400  -  0800),  Dalis’-  high  tonpora- 
turos  avoragod  70°  -  73°«  Density  altitude  increased  to  4»175!. 
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b,  Aircraft  A llo cation; 


TTT1 — 1 P 


UR-1  C 


CtT— 47A 


4th  Inf  riv  20  3  4 

ARVN  -  0  3  0 

52d  Arty  Gp  -  1  0  0 

DSA  II  Corps  -  10  0  0 

Avn  C&C  -  200 

Pi'ess  Camp  -  10  0 

5-uh  CFG  -  2  0  0 

Brairio  Fire  -  11  8  0  . 

Uo  "E",  20th  Inf  1  0  0 

GRID  -  100 

Significant  Events: 

(1)  19  Jan  -  170th  conducted  a  CA  in  support  of  tho  2/503 
Abnv  173d  Abu  BJg ,  In  the  vicinity  of  ZA029625.  They  lifted  272  pax  in 
92  sorties ,  too  (l)  tth-IH  yodel  aircraft  received  one  (l)  hit  from  enemy 
small  arms  fire*  Negative  injuries  and  the  aircraft  continued  to  fly, 

(2)  20  Tan  -  179th  conducted  a  Eire  Ease  J'ovo  in  support  of 
the  173d  Abn  Bdc,  in  the  vicinity  of  ZA076S.  They  moved  384  pax  and  68 
cargo  tons  in  65  sorties*  Tho  mission  was  conducted  with  no  incidents  and 
negative  contact, 

(3)  20  Jan  -  189th  conducted  a  CA  and  Extraction  in  support 
of  tho  2/503d  Von,  173d.  Abn  Bdo,  vicinity  of  7A 108680.  They  lifted  369 
pax  in  62  sorties.  Tho  mission  was  conducted  trith  no  incidents  and  nega¬ 
tive  contact. 

(4)  21  Jan  -  170th  conductor'  multiple  CA5s  in  support  of 
1/12  Inf,  4th  Inf  l)iv,  vicinity  of  YA964474.  They  liftod  ?44  P™  in  132 
sorties,  Tho  mission  was  conducted  with  no  incidents  and  negative  contact, 

(5)  2.1  Jan  -  179th  conducted  a  Firo  Base  Vovo  in  support  of 
1/12  Inf,  4th  Inf  Div,  vicinitv  of  vy. 860540.  They  movod  171  pax  and  40 
cargo  tons  in  41  sorties,  Tho  mission  uas  conducted  with  no  incidents  and 
nog-’tivo  contact. 

(6)  21  Jan  -  155th  nu-IH  model  aircraft  crashed  in  the 
vicinity  of  Gia  Nghia  airfiold.  The  aircraft  vent  IFR  from  dust  off  tho 
end  of  the  dirt  strip j  main  rotor  contacted  ground  on  right  side.  Tho 
aircraft  sustained  major  damage  and  negative  injurios. 

(7)  23  Jan  -  18Qth  conducted  multiple  CA'a  in  support  of 
the  173d.  Abn  Bde,  vicinitv  of  7 M 32570.  Thoy  assaulted  with  380  p«pc  in 
68  sorties.  The  mission  was  conducted  with  no  incidents  and  negative 
contact. 
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(8)  23  Jan  -  1 7°th  conducted  n  ’"ire  Raw  \  .-vo  in  support 
of  the  1738  Abn  Bdo.  They  moved  3b  pax  and  37  cargo  near,  in  24  sorties. 

The  mission  was  conducted  vrth  no  incidents  and  no-ritivc  contact. 

(9)  24  Jan  -  170th  conducted  a  CA  in  support  of  the  1 /?.2 
Inf,  4th  Inf  Div,  vicinity  of  ZA222678.  They  lifted  366  par.  in  00  sorties. 
The  mission  was  conducted  with  no  nciclo.nts  and  negative  contact. 

(10)  24  Jan  -  189th  conducted  a  CA  and  vjnal  Extraction  in 

support  of  the  1 /503  Abn,  173d  Von  Bde,  vicinity  of  ZA1 43483 .  They  lifted 
117  pax  in  20  sorties.  The  mission  was  conducted  with  no  incidents  and 
no  native  c  out  act . 


(l1)  25  Jan  -  170tb  conducted  multiple  GA's  in.  support  of  the 

3/8  and  3/72.  Inf,  4th  Inf  Div,  in  3 pants  AO.  Tj.v.v  lifted  3 60  pax  in  66 
dirties »  Xho  mission  was  conducted  with  no  incidents  and  no nativo  contact. 


*  Dor  at:’  aal  Statistics  J 


CRT 

OpV.lTEE 

OTT-'ER 

FORTIES 

TIP- IF 
FOURS 

np-1  C 
FOURS 

CH-47A 

F0TTRS 

6,589 

2,890 

1,920 

487 

210 

TOTAL 

POORS 

PAX 

GARO-0 

TONS 

L/C 

m 

a/g** 

DAM/DEST 

2,617 

I1, 551 

1,216 

1 

2/0 

CREW  HEM 
PJJ/K#* 

ENEMY 

KBA 

strfct 

PEST 

MED 

EVACS 

SORTIES  DELAY 
OR  CXI.  E0R  1TX 

0/0 

0 

0 

72 

0 

Period  26  Jan  68  -  31  Jan  _68 
a.  leather; 

Total  sky  cover  avers yed  6/10,  3,500'  -  4000’  scattered 

variable  thin  broken,  horning  ground  fog  prevailed,  cawsing  some  delay 
in  early  take-offs.  Late  aftornoon  rain  showers  occurred  over  the  entire 
area  of  operation.  Winds  were  generally  out  of  the  EWE  at  5  -  10  knots, 
ginsting  occasionally  to  20  knots.  Temperatures  ranged  from  72°  -  76n  and 
the  density  altitudo  increased  to  4»350'. 
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b.  Aircraft  \l  ~ns 


nB~1H  T^~1C  CHa.47.1 


4th  Inf  Div  -  IQ 
ARVN  -  ° 
52d  Arty  f,p  -  1 
QSA  H  Corps  -  9 
j*vn  C&C  —  2. 
Press  Camp  -  1 
5  th  Sira  -  1 
Prairie  Eire  -  10 
Oo  ”E%  2Cth  Inf  -  0 


4 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

0 


5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


c«  Significant  Events: 

(1)  26  Jan  -  it  approximately  0230  hours,  Camp  Follow.y 

came  under  attack.  The  initial  attack  cane  when  sappers  penetrated  the 
28  bh  %*3  Bn  perimeter,  slipped  by  TT,S.  personnel  on  Guard,  fine1  planted 
satchel  charges  in  me1-  around  the  ic>P  area.  Initial  knowledge  of  enemy 
in  the  area  came  re  the  enemy  were  leaving  the  perimeter,  ’-'hen  either  a, 
flare  was  fired  by  a.  vcs  initiating  the  mortar  attack  (one  M~26  chicom 
flare  pistol  was  found  approximately  10  feet  behind  one  VC  PI A  within  the 
perimeter)  or  a  flare  tripped  by  a  VC  retreating  through  the  perimeter. 
The  sappers  left  charges  in  the  88th  80S  Bn  Glass  I,  IT,  and.  IV  yards  and 
one  (munition  pad.  The  mortar  attack  was  initiated  at  0245  hours  against 
the  5 2d  Cbt  Avn  Bn  and  the  210th  Avn  Co.  .An  estamated  110  -  120  82mm 
mortar  rounds  fell  in  the  vie? nitv  of  the  aircraft  parking  ramps.  The 
attack  was  broken  at  approximately  0320  hours  local.  Be suits  friendly: 

40  v.S.  VIA,  24  aircraft  damaged,  3  major,  21  minor.  VC  losses:  1  KIA, 

1  VIA.  captured  by  5?-d  Security  Detachment. 


(2)  2.6  Jan  -  170th  conducted  a  CA  in  support  of  the  44th 
ARVN  MG  Bn,  vicinity  of  YB881312..  Thev  lifted  500  pax  in  188  .sorties. 
The  mission  was  conducted  with  no  incidents  and  negative  contact. 


(3)  26  Jan  -  179th  conducted,  a  ^ire  Base  Move  in  support  of 
1/12  Inf,  4th  Inf  Div,  in  Spaatz  AO.  They  moved  40  pax  and  34  cargo  tons 
in  23  sorties.  Mission  was  conducted  with  no  incidents  and  negative  contact 


(4)  26  Jan  -  189th  and  57th  DP-1 G  model  gunships  (3)  received 
12  hit.s  from  intense  enemy  automatic  weapons  fire,  in  a  classified  area. 
Negative  injuries  to  crew  and  aircraft  continued,  to  fly. 


(5)  28  Jan  -  189th  conducted  multiple  CA's  and  Extraction 

in  support  of  the  3/8  and  1  ,/S  Inf,  4th  Inf  Div,  in  Spaatz  AO.  They  lifted 
610  pax  in  200  sorties.  Some  enemy  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  fire 
was  received,  but  no  hits  wore  sustained. 


(6)  29  Jan  -  170th  conducted  a  CA  in  support  of  the  ARVN, 


V  1  '  •  '  . 

* 

l  ,  r; 

v 

viciuitv  or  rivtA'iTo. 
was  conduct,Hd  wj  th  no 

5  noJc’enLs  rr. 

323  ••  j 

G  nory.t.i  v(j 

:i  ■*  .  ,'v.»  •' 

-  *'('•’»  0  0 

h-  s.  t;  •’•■i -,p  ion 

(7)  30  Jn.n  -  At  nnProxjyi'r.t,c.l>- 

anaocintec1  airfields  o.f  this  batt-Oion  camo 
o"..\V"7r  at  tael;,  ".'hi  attack  on  Rollo/-'.''.'''  1.."  at,  '.r1 
on  Dan  Fo  Thvot  and.  Fontm,  RtRJ,  continued  t 

/ 

0305  hern's 
under  a  he 

..n)  —  i.. 

.’irou./a  the 

all.  i  ’•  i.  As  .-.nr-' 
a vy  a aordinAtod 
n,-  I,fs ..  'rhr  attacli 
nimht . 

(ft)  31  J 
The  onoi*y  continues  w:! 
human  wave  assaults, 
loss  tie  undetermined  p.t 

/ 

an  -  Attack?!  on  t  outran  and  Ban  Fo  Thuot  continue, 
•th  heavy  mortar  and  rocket  attacks,  followed  bv 
Both  the  perimeters  have  held,  friendly  and  enomv 
■  this  time. 

(A  detailed  report  on 

these  attack 

s  will  bo 

inclosed  to  this  report) . 

cl.  Operational  Statistic 

ss 

CRT 

SORTIES 

OTHER 

FORTIES 

TUT-IU 

HOjTRS 

TT3-1  C 
wqurs 

CP-47 A 

KCTTRS 

5,243 

2,023 

1,355 

432 

203 

TOTAL 

HOURS 

PAX 

CARGO 

TOPS 

A/C 

FIT 

A/0«-"- 

daf/dest 

1,990 

8,450 

1,415 

3 

4o/3 

CREW  HEM 
IW/KY* 

EHEiMY 

KB  A 

STRT’CT 

PEST 

FED 
w  \0S 

SORTIES  DEL. AX 

OR  on,  FOR  frx 

3/0 

97 

55 

130 

0 

Period  1  .Tan  68  - 

■  31  Ian  68 

TOTALS 

CRT 

SORTIES 

OTHER 

SORTIES 

T'H-IIT 

HOJTjlSjt 

HP-1 0 
F0TTRS^ 

CH-47A 

HQTTR.S^ 

28,482 

13,477 

0, 001 

2,403 

1,174 

TOT  AL 

HOP US* 

PAX 

CARGO 

TOES 

A/C 

HIT 

a/c** 

P’F/DEST 

1 2, 578 

55,359 

7,330 

11 

78/1 0 

CREW  MEM 
iNJ/k*# 

E-ffiMX 

KB  A 

STR.nCT 

PEST 

MED 

Ef  ACS 

SORTIES  DELAY 

OR  CXI,  FOR  UX 

3/1 

121 

82. 

288 

4 

02 
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SPAATZ  -  Ini  n:-.  A1  ••  Inf  P;v  v.  x 
and  1 7>rd  /.bn  ■■(V(i,PCC 
4th  Inf  Div. 


-s 


/' 


POWERHOUSE  -  173rd  Abn  Bdo  (PPCOO) 

4wi  lnP  Div.  { 

WAHJWHI0I1T  -  Tank force  22  (OPCOM)  4tii  V 
Inf  Div. 

COURT GIDOR  -  173rd  Abn  Dele  (OPOON)  4th 
Ini’  Div. 

PL.5T.Kn  -  52d  Cbt  Avn  Bn  (-) 

KOflTtK  -  57th  Aslt  Hel  0(5 

BAN  MS  TROUT  -  155th  AgI t  Hoi  Co 

**  -  mh  G%Vfo?Smm - 
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X  CTZ 
XXX 
II  CTZ 


II  CTZ 
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MAC  ARTIER  EXT<^> 


NBA  TRANG 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

DEMRTMiaT  OF  TEE  AJfliY 


HEADQUARTERS,  52D  GOIjBAT  AVIATION  BATTALION 
APO  San  Francisco  96318 
"FLYING  DRAGONS" 


AVGD-CC  10  December  1967 

SUBJECT:  After  Action  Report,  Operation  MAC  AUTEUR  (AO  SPAATZ),  25  Oc¬ 
tober  -  30  November  1967 


TO:  See  Distribution 


1.  (C)  GENERAL:  This  report  covers  Operation  MAC  ARTHUR  (A.0 
•SPAATZ)  in  tho  vicinity  of  D AK  TO,  Xontum  Province,  Republic  of  Vietnam, 
for  the  period  25  October  -  30  November  1967. 

a.  Command  Headquarters .  The  command  headquarters,  from  tho 
standpoint  of  aviation  operations,  was  the  17th  Combat  Aviation  Group. 

b.  Mission.  The  mission  of  tho  52d  re,. oat  Aviation  Battalion 
(FLYING  DRAGONS)  was  to  provide  aviation  suppc.u  to  the  1st  Brigade,  4th 
Infantry  Division  and  it's  attached  and  supporting  elements  within  the 
confines  of  AO  SPAuATZ  (see  inclosouro  l). 

c .  Participating  Units , 

(1)  Units  organic  to  the  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion, 
commanded  by  LTC  Edward  P  Lulcert  Jr,  which  participated  in  Operation  MAC 
ARTHUR,  are  as  follows : 


Koadquartors ,  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion 
57th  Assault  Helicopter  Company 
119th  Assault  Helicopter  Company 
155th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  (-) 

170th  /assault  Helicopter  Company 
189th  Assault  Plelicopter  Company  (-) 

179th  A.ssault  Support  Helicopter  Company 

(2)  Supporting  detacliments  organic  to  units  in  paragraph 
lc(l),  which  supported  the  oporation,  wo re: 

545th  Transportation  Detachment 
70th  Signal  Dotachmont 
94th  Medical  Detachment 
405th  Transport at ion  Detachment 
448th  Signal  Detachment 
755th  Medical  Detachment 
402nd  Transportation  Detachment 
604th  Transportation  Detachment 
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After  Action  Report,  Operation  MAC  ARTHUR  (AO  SPAATZ) , 
bor  30  November  1967 


25  Goto- 


6th  Signal  Dotachment 

615th  Transportation  Detachment 

822nd  Signal  Detachmont 


i 


(3)  Additional  aviation  support  elements,  CPCON  to  the  52d 
CAB  during  Operation  LAC  ARTHUR,  were: 


i 
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Gun  Platoon,  192nd  Assault  Helicopter  Company 
180th  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Company 
196th  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Company 
213th  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Company 
243rd  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Company 


(C)  INTELLIGENCE: 


a,  INTSUKS  pertaining  to  Operation  KAC  ARTHUR  wore  published  as 
early  as  15  October  1967,  containing  reports  showing  the  build-up  of  ene¬ 
my  forces  in  preparation  for  the  Battle  of  DAK  TO.  However,  taken  as 
they  occurred ,  the  reports  wore  not  significant  until  on  or  about  29  Oc¬ 
tober  when  they  began  to  indicate  a  pattern. 


(l)  During  the  period  15-21  October,  there  were  sovoral  re¬ 
ports  of  small  arms  fire  directed  at  aircraft  in  an  area  20  kilometers 
(lcm)  northeast  of  DAK  TO.  TAN  CANK  City  (4  Ion  northeast  of  DAK  TO)  re¬ 
ceived  5  rounds  of  mortar  fire. 


(2)  22 ~29  October,  contact  was  made  with  an  unidentified 

company  sloe  unit  8  km  southeast  of  DAK  TO.  Heavy  trail  building  activi¬ 
ty  was  ro ported  30  lcm  northwest  of  DAK  TO,  An  agent  reported  that  a  4000 
man  force  would  use  the  trails  indicated  to  move  into  KCNTUL  Province, 


I 
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(3)  From  30-31  Cote  ,  an  agent  reported  the  24th  NVA  Re¬ 
giment  in  an  area  25  lea  northwoiv  of  DUi  TO.  A  Special  Forces  vehicle 
hit  a  mine  12  km  northwest  ot  DAK  TO. 

(4.)  During  the  period  1-7  November,  several  mines  were  de¬ 
tonated  along  Highway  14,  between  DAK  TO  and  KONTUi  City, .  Ground  con¬ 
tacts  took  place  daily  in  an  area  West  and  South  of  DAK  TO.  The  National 
Police  reported  oxtsnsive  propaganda  and  anti- government  lectures  through¬ 
out  KONTUI :  and  PLEIKU  Provinces.  They  also  reported  plans  to  cut  Highway 
14  and  hit  KONTUI!  with  rockets  and  mortars.  WA  Sgt  Vu  Hung,  66th  NVA 
Regiment,  ralliod  at  DAK  KPJ  Village,  near  DAN  I  TO,  He  gave  locations  and 
battlo  plans  for  the  66th,  32nd,  24th  and  174th  Regiments .  lie  also  men¬ 
tioned  the  40th  Heavy  Artillery  Regiment,  These  units  wero  reported  by 
Sgt  Vu  Ilung  to  bo  deployed  iu  the  vicinity  of  DAK  TO,  and  planned  to  roc¬ 
ket  DAK  TO  and  KONTUI!  and  overrun  DAK  TO. 

(5)  From  8-14  November,  savage  fighting  occurred  in  tho  DAK 
TO  area,  with  almost  continuous  heavy  contact,  8-10  November,  contact 
contorod  7-15  km  wostsouthwest  of  D**i\  Jh 0 .  i — f !: 0 r  tho  10th,  the  houvicst 
concentration  of  activity  was  approximately  15-20  km  wostsouthwest  of  DAK 
TO. 
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-  CONFIDENTIAL 

SUBJECT:  After  „ction  Report,  Operation  i- ARTHUR  (AO  SP.N-.TZ),  15  Octo¬ 
ber  -  30  November  1967 

(6)  On  15  November,  the  second  phase  of  tho  D;JC  TO  battle 
be;- an.  From  15-21  November,  heavy  contact  continued.  Enemy  troops  seem¬ 
ed  to  bo  well  entrenched.  Their  objective  scorned  to  bo  an  attempt  to  in¬ 
flict  as  many  VS  casualties  as  possible,  rather  than  attempting  to  over¬ 
run  D/E  TO  itself.  Hnits  mentioned  in  paragraph  2a (4)  had  by  now  been 
confirmed  in  contact. 

(7)  During* the  period  22-26  November,  enemy  activity  do¬ 
er  eased  significantly.  In  what  appeared  to  bo  an  attampt  to  divert  T:S 
Forces  from  DIE  TO,  the  enemy  ho -an  to  increase  emb’T.h  and  haras  sin"  ac¬ 
tivities  in  tho  KOJTi'i-  City,  PLEIF.t?  area.  KOTTip  City  was  mortared  on 
tho  27th.  Tho  32nd,  66th  and  174th  Regiments  wore  badly  mai’lcd  and  at¬ 
tempted  to  pull  back  and  regroup  and  ro supply,  with  tho  24th  remaining'  in 
contact  northeast  of  Dili  TO. 

3.  (C)  OPERATIONS: 

a.  The  52d  CAB  was  the  principle  supporting  aviation  element 
during  Operation  I  AC  ARTh'Ti,  Tho  battalion's  normal  daily  operational 
commit bmont  to  tho  4th  Infantry  Division  was  22  UK-lP.s,  10  HH-lCs  and  7 
0H-47s.  tho  majority  of  which  was  allocated  to  tho  1st  Brigade  at  D.’JC  TO, 

b.  Significant  Events.  A  day-by-day  account  of  significant 
events  is  listed  below.  Duo  to  the  heat  of  battle  and  the  maximum  effort 
required  of  tho  operation,  only  the  most  important  events  are  recorded . 
Single  ship  operations  and  miscellaneously  missions  will  only  bo  reflect¬ 
ed  in  the  overall  statistics. 

(1)  25  October  67  -  170th  shau.lt  Helicopter  Company 
(:.HC)  participated  in  a  combat  assault  (04),  lifting  the  l/Sth  Inf  and 
1622nd  Inf,  for  a  total  of  550  passengers  (PAX)  and  150  sorties.  119th 
i'JIG  moved  a  portion  of  the  l/l2th  Inf,  totaling  54  PAX  in  20  sorties. 

(2)  26  October  67  -  170th  AFC  conducted  a  CA,  lifting 
the  i/Oth  Ini',  totaling  225  PAX  and  143  sort  bos.  119th  AHC  conducted  a 
final  extraction  for  tho  3/l2th  Inf,  totaling  100  PAX. 

(3)  27  October  67  -•  170th  AHC  conducted  a  CA  for  the 
3/l?.th  Inf,  lifting  132  PAX  in  40  sorties.  119th  AHC  conducted  a  CA,  lift¬ 
ing  106  PAX;  then  conducted  a  final  extraction  for  3 /6th  Inf,  totaling  261 
PAX. 


tho  l/Oth  Inf. 


(4)  26  October  67  -  170th  AHC  participated  in  a  CA  for 


(5)  30  October  67  -  170th  AKC  conducted  a  CA  for  3/12th 
Inf,  totaling  254  PAX  in  156  sorties. 

(6)  31  October  67  -  170th  AHC  conducted  a  CA  for  ist  Bdo 
lifting  72  PAX  in  45  sorties, 
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(  SUBJECT :  After  Actj  on'ltcport,  Operation  •  ...C  .  o.TT"  K  (;_0  SP.J..TZ),  25  Catc¬ 
her  -  30  .lovorb-vr  1967 

(?)  3  ilovsmbor  67  -  170th  .J'G  conducted  a  CL  for  the 

3/Cth  Inf,  lifting  264  PAX  in  111  sort  inn;  followed  by  4  assaults  far  flic 
3/l?.th.  totaling-  249  PAX  in  105  sorties.  Tbs  119th  than  assaulted  with 
the  l/l2th,  airlifting  211  PAX. 

(()  6  Xovembor  67  -  170th  ISC  conduct od  a  CL  for  the  t 

2/5 04th  4bn,  lifting  120  P^X  in  65  sorties .  heavy  enexw  fire  was  en¬ 
countered  in  the  landing  zone  (LZ) .  1  T  i'-'1H  received  5  hits  and  1  crew¬ 

man  yas  wounded. 


the  1st  Foe . 


(9)  7  ■'kwemher  67  -  l?oth  A.KC  participated  in  a  Gi  for 


(10)  9  November  67  -  17"  th  .'‘JIG  conducted  a  Ci  with  the 

3 /6th  Inf,  lifting'  121  FIX  in  54  sorties,  .dr craft  received  li-  ht  snail 
arms  fire  apur  caching;  the  LZ,  is  a: r craft  i'oro  departing  the  Li,  heavy 


mortar  fire  was  received.  1  AR-IH  was  hit  and  d.astroyod ,  wounding  1 
crow:- 'an.  The  170th  then  assaulted  with  olo-onts  of  the  3  41th  Inf,  lift- 

is.  That  sare  day, 

totaling  I30  PAX, 


ing  162  PAX  in  67  sorties.  That  sare  day,  the  119th  lifted  3/  24th  CIDC-, 


(ll)  10  -Tovoxbor  67  -■  119th  AHO  lifted  a  4th  Div  ele¬ 
ment,  totaling  60  PAX.  1  > ' H-- 10  was  shot  down  while  providing  covering 
fire . 


(12)  11  November  67  -  U?hh  AF.C  conducted  a  Ci  for  the 
3 ,/l7th  Inf,  totaling  120  Til. 

(13)  12  lovembor  67  -  ll°th  .'JIG  conducted  a  Ci  for  the 
1/7 th  J.nf,  lifting  130  F-JI,  Sniper  firo  -was  rocoivod  in  and  around  the 
LL  with  n<v  ative  results.  The  170th,  on  the  same  lift,  had  1  t"H-1II  bit 
by  2  rounds  of  n:  all  arms  fire,  sustaining  minor  damage. 


,  (14) 

Companies,  1/Cth  Inf, 
per  fire  was  r  coived 
results.  On  the  sane 
(L-40) .  The  aircraft 


13  November  67  -  Tl°th  C  assaulted  with  B . and  0 
lifting  210  VIZ  and  4  additional  sling  loads.  0 ni¬ 
x'  rom  C  locations  in  and  around  the  LZ,  with  negative 
assault,  the  170th  had.  1  T'F-1H  hit  by  rochet  fire 
was  destroyed  and  4  crev.-on  wounded » 


(15)  14  'November  67  -  1.19th  /JIG  conducted  2 
360th  Inf,  totaling  450  PAX,  fmipor  fire  was  again  received 
quadrants , 


CAs  for  the 
iron  all 


IJiVff  is  su'pt 
sorties.  I 


(16)  15  November  67  ••  170th 

ort  of  the  1st  tide.  4  total  ck 
I’II-1K  was  hit  by  sr.-all  arx's  fir-' 


AFC  conducted  2  Gin  with  the 
69 U  PAX  were  1: ft 00  in  164 
.end  1  crew  member  vras  wound¬ 


ed  . 


Inf  Div  CA, 


(17)  1C  Jovenbor  67  -  170th  .'JIG  participated  in 
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After  Action  iieport,  Operation  MAC  ARTHUR  (AO  SPAATZ) ,  25  Octo¬ 
ber  -  .30  November  1967 


(18)  19  November  67  -  170th  AHC  participated  in  4th  Inf 

Div  CA.  1  UK-1C  was  hit  by  small  arms  fire,  sustaining  only  minor  damage. 


(19)  22  November  67  -  170th  AHC  participated  in  a  CA  for 
the  4th  Inf  Div.  The  119th  assaulted  with  the  173rd  Abn,  lifting  120  PAX, 
2  aircraft  wore  hit  by  small  arms  fire  without  major  damage . 


(20)  23  November  67  -  170th  AHC  participated  in  a  CA  for 
the  Ath  Inf  Div,  The  119th  conducted  an  assault  and  final  extraction  for 
the  3/8th  Inf,  totaling  120  PAX.  Another  final  extraction  for  the  3/l2th 
Inf  rosulted  in  the  movement  of  240  PAX, 


(21)  24  November  c 7  -  170th  and  119th  AHCs  conducted  as¬ 
saults  with  the  l/l2th  Inf,  vicinity  HILL  875.  120  PAX  wore  moved.  Au¬ 

tomatic  weapons  fire  was  received  from  all  quadrants  of  the  LZ.  2  air¬ 
craft  wero  hit;  1  by  8  rounds,  tho  other  by  10  rounds.  1  crew  momber  was 
wounded.  Tho  119th  thon  made  a  final  extraction  for  2/503rd  Abn  from 
HILL  875.  150  PAX  wore  extracted. 


(22)  25  November  67  -  "119th  AKC  conducted  an  assault  and 
final  extraction  for  tho  l/8th  Inf,  totaling  240  PAX  and  10  sling  loads.' 

A  final  extraction  was  also  oxocutod  for  the  3 /8th  and  3/l2th  Inf  with 
370  PAX.  Immediately  following,  tho  170th  assaulted  with  tho  3/l2th  with 
300  PAX  in  100  sortios. 

(23)  26  November  67  -  189th  AHC  oxocutod  3  night  medical 
ovacuatuins  under  emergency  conditions. 

(24)  27  November  67  -  189th  AHC  moved  73  PALM  and  1600 
pounds  of  cargo  for  4th  Inf  Div. 

(25)  28  November  67  -  170th  AHC  conducted  a  CA  with  tho 
1/Sth  Inf,  moving  121  P AX  in  58  sortios,  Tho  i/l2th  Inf  was  thon  lifted, 
totaling  353  PAX  in  183  sortios,  Tho  189  th  also  participated  in  this 
lift,  moving  372  PAX,  1  UH-1K  crashed  in  tho  LZ  with  nogativo  injury  to 
tho  crow, 

(26)  29  Novembor  67  -  189th  AKC  conducted  a  final  ex¬ 
traction  and  an  assault,  moving  252  PAX. 

(27)  30  November  67  -  189th  AHC  conducted  another  movo, 
lifting  585  PAX,  1  aircraft  roccivod  automatic  weapons  firo,  suffering  1 
hit  with  nogativo  injury  to  tho  crow,  Howovor,  tho  battalion  commander 
of  tho  3/12th  Inf  received  minor  facial  vrounds  from  flying  metal  parti- 
clos. 


c.  Operational  Statistics,  Tho  following  is  a  rosumo  of  sta¬ 
tistics  omassod  by  tho  52d  CAE  during  Operation  MAC  ARTHUR,  Those  totals 
do  not  include  performances  of  those  units  attached  or  OPCON  to  tho  bat¬ 
talion  dtiring  that  operation, 

la- 


CQNF!DEi"',T!AL 


CBT 

SORTIES 

TTH— 1 

HOURS 

CII-47 

HOURS 

-  TOTAL 
HOURS 

17,563 

6325 

1225 

7550 

CBT 

ASLTS 

BTRY  • 

MOVES 

TOTAL 

PAX 

CARGO 

TONS 

64 

20 

32,516 

9075 

KED 

EVACS 

'  DE'D 

EVACS 

ENELY 

KBA 

A/C 

HITS 

*720 

*320 

UNKNOWN 

16 

A/C 

DA11A03D 

A/C 

BEST 

D0';JN  A/C 
R5C0V-D  . 

CREW  1:211 
■'  INJ  /KILL 

24 

3 

*'"'40 

15/3 

7,62mm 

.MUNITION  EXPENDED 
2,/7Jm 

.AOmrt 

577,900 

3488 

6329 

*  Figuros  include  ARV>T  evacuations. 

**  Figuros  include  aircraft  evacuated  for  the  335th  /.sit 
Hal  Co  (attached  to  173rd  /.bn  Bdo  and  B/229th  Avn  Bn 
(attached  to  elements  of  1st  Cav  Div) . 


4.  (C)  AAriTENAoICE: 

a.  During  the  period  25  October  -  30  Hovcr.bor  1967,  elements  of 
the  52d  CAB  flow  in  excess  of  10,000  hours,  tho  majority  of  which  voro 
flown  in  support  of  tho  1st  Brigade ,  4th  Infantry  Division,  on  Operation 
KAO  ARTHUR.  Tho  o laments  involved  porformod  330  Phis  and  121  Pi;'.P  inspec¬ 
tions  during  that  some  period. 


b.  In  and  around  DA'.  TO,  40  aircraft  wore  evacuated  by  tho  179th 
halt  Spt  Hoi  Co.  All  of  these  aircraft  had  boon  damaged  by  enemy  firo  or 
duo  to  operating  in  extreme  confined  areas,  host  of  these  aircraft  voro 
repairable,  but  may  have  been  otherwise  lost  rxcopt  for  tho  professional 
competence  of  tho  179th. 

c.  It  raquirod  approximately  25,000  maintenance  manhours  to  per¬ 
form  tho  inspections  mentioned  in  paragraph  4a.  Additionally,  it  took  an 
estimated  25,000  maintenance  manhours  to  perform  unscheduled  maintenance. 
Because  of  the  shortage  of  maintenance  personnel  in  critical  skills,  crews 
often  worked  around  tho  clock  to  supply  aircraft  to  moot  operational  re¬ 
quirements,  Because  of  thoir  efforts,  the  battalion  was  able  to  maintain 
throughout  the  operation  an  availability  rate  of  78,4/3  on  UK-lCs  and  84.6/5 
on  UH-lHs. 
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Af tor  Action  eport,  Oporation  H/.C  ARTHUR  (/X  .Y-.TZ),  25  Octo¬ 

ber  -  30  I'lovcnbcr  1967 


5.  (U)  /HARDS  /Ajp  DECORATIONS:  The  following  roconnondations  for 
awards  and  docorations  have  boon  forwarded  or  arc  boing  prepared  as  a 
result  of  the  Battle  of  DAK  TO, 


Silver  Star  25 
Distinguished  Flying  Cross  41 
Bronze  Star  13 
Air  i'iodal  with  KV"  Device  74 
Army  Cora  vendation  Nodal  16 
Purple  Heart  18 


6.  (U)  COi- 3. '/AIDER’S  OBSERVATIONS,  DISCUSSION  AND  REG  Oil  EHDAT  IONS: 
a.  Landing  Zones, 

(1)  Observation  and  Discussion.  During  this  operation,  an 
increased  rate  of  combat  and  operational  damage  w as  experienced  in  infan¬ 
try  battalion  and  conpany  size  landing  zones.  On  several  conbat  assaults 
bonb  orators  were  used  for  Landing  zones.  This  situation,  although  ox- 
tror.oly  hazardous,  was  unavoidable  due  to  the  terrain  and  location  of  the 
enemy.  However,  those  sane  hazardous  landing  areas  wore  used  again  and 
again  with  little  or  no  improvement.  In  addition  to  the  oxtrorcly  snail 
landing  areas,  trash  in  those  landing  zones  doubled  the  risks  to  incom¬ 
ing  aircraft.  Loose  ponchos,  C-ration  boxes  and  cans,  as  well  as  em.pt y 
sandbags,  wore  to  bo  found  in  quantity  in  and  around  all  landing  zones. 
During  this  oporation  clone,  this  battalion  replaced  38  main  rotor  blades 
and  35  tail  rotor  blades,  the  majority  of  which  woro  caused  by  flying  de¬ 
bris,  The  incidents  cited  cost  the  government  approximately  $123, 500, 

(2)  Recommendation.  I  recommend  that  commanders  place  in¬ 
creased  emphasis  on  proper  landing  zone  selection  and  preparation,  Tho 
police  of  the  area  should  be  tho  responsibility  of  the  individual  within 
tho  infantry  unit  who  is  responsible  for  unit  resupply  by  aircraft,  and 
tho  clean-up  program  should  bo  closely  monitored. 


b,  /dr craft  Utilization, 

(l)  Observations  and  Discussion.  During  tho  Battle  of  DAK 
TO,  a  nisutilization  of  aircraft  was  oxn,-rioncod  on  a  number  of  occasions. 
Thin  was  duo  primarily  to  inadequate  pi  .lining  or  a  lack  of  sufficient 
planning  time.  On  several  occasions,  aircraft  were  assembled  from  all 
ever  II  Corps  for  a  priority  lift  when  existing  assets  could  have  sorvod 
tho  purpose,  properly  utilized.  Commanders  failed  to  scale  aviation  ad¬ 
vice  during  mission  planning.  Consequently,  aviation  supporting  elements 
suffered.  Aircraft  would  arrive  on  station,  on  time,  only  to  find  loads 
not  ready  for  pickup  or  the  intended  delivery  point  had  not  boon  decided 
upon.  Duo  to  excessive  idle  tine,  critical  blade  time  was  oxponded, 
thereby  reducing  tho  aviation  effectiveness  during  peak  operational  pe¬ 
riods,  Aviation  requirements  woro  constantly  changed  without  warning, 
and  using  units  had  difficulty  determining  what  night  bo  noodod  two  hours 
hence.  Tho  more  aircraft  allocated  a  unit,  the  more  sorties  added  on  to 
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the  existing  requirements.  Frequently,  aircraft  were  extended  to  conduct 
emergency  resupply  at  night,  though  these  same  aircraft  may  have  fetnoT mtd 
idle  for  prolonged  periods  throughout  the  day.  Whenever  possible,  mis¬ 
sions  should  be  given  to  the  aircraft  commander,  not  just  a  committment 
for  a  certain  number  of  aircraft.  This  way  full  utilization  of  the  aircraft 
can  best  be  managed  with  maximum  flexibility. 

(2)  Recommendation.  Commanders  of  supported  units  should 
place  increased  emphasis  on  the  need  to  make  known  their  requirements  as  far 
in  advance  as  possible,  utilizing  warning  orders  which  should  be  issued  to 
aviation  units  as  well  as  to  ground  elements.  If  a  combat  assault  is  to  be 
conducted  at  first  light,  the  mission  requirements  should  be  made  known  early 
enough  the  day  before  to  provide  time  for  a  daylight  reconnaissance  of  landing 
zones,  flight  routes  and  pickup  zones.  Execution  of  immediate  combat  assaults 
should  be  kept  to  a  minimum  and  ordered  only  in  the  case  of  a  combat  emergency. 
With  adequate  planning  time,  a  greater  aviation  effort  can  be  made  with  fewer 
aircraft . 


c.  Airfield  Operations. 

(1)  Observations  and  Discussion.  A  common  practice  of  ground 
commanders  is  to  establish  their  base  of  operations  adjacent  to  the  air  facility 
serving  the  area.  Of  course,  this  is  for  convenience  Of  the  headquarters, 

as  well  as  facilitating  air  support  to  forward  elements.  However,  after  a 
time,  so  many  restrictions  are  placed  on  the  aviation  elements  involved  that 
it  ceases  to  function  's  an  aviation  base  of  operations;  and  at  times,  air* 
craft  are  forced  to  divert  to  alternate,  poorly  equipped  areas  to  continue 
operations.  The  haphazard  mixing  of  Air  Force  cargo  aircraft,  helicopters, 
light  fixed-wing  aircraft  and  LOHs,  plus  the  lack  of  ramp  space  and  inadequate 
refueling  and  rearming  facilities,  cause  confusion  and  resulted  in  a  distinct 
safety  hazard  during  the  Battale  of  DAK  TO. 

(2)  Recommendations.  Extreme  care  should  be  exercised  in  the 
development  of  a  small  airfield  into  an  adequate  facility  for  supporting 
the  various  aviation  elements  required  for  a  major  operation.  Priority  en¬ 
gineer  support  must  be  allocated  to  build  adequate  parking  ramps,  dispersed 
POL  points  and  rearming  points.  Consideration  must  be  g..ven  to  separating 
fixed-wing  traffic  and  parking  from  helicopter  traffic  and  parking.  Right 
and  left  hand  traffic  patterns  should  be  initiated.  Also,  hover  lanes 
should  be  provided  gunships,  so  that  they  may  move  to  the  runway  for  a  running 
takeoff  after  refueling  and  rearming.  A  high  priority  should  be  given  to 

dust  control.  Artillery  positions  should  be  placed  so  they  do  not  fire  through 
traffic  patterns  or  otherwise  restrict  the  full  utilization  of  the  airfield. 
Airfield  perimeters  must  be  moved  out  far  enough  to  meet  the  above  requirement 
and  to  provide  for  adequate  dispersion  of  aircraft  to  preclude  excessive  losses 
to  rocket  or  mortar  attack.  Vehicle  traffic  must  be  routed  away  from  the 
active  runway(s),  taxi  strips  and  parking  areas.  The  location  of  VIP  pads, 
medevac  pads  and  other  critical  installations  should  be  dispersed  parallel  to 
and  along  the  active  runway. 
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CONFIDENTIAL  ' 

SUBJECT:  After  Action  Report,  Operation  MAC  ARTHUR  (AO  SPAATZ),  25  Octo¬ 
ber  -  30  November  1967 

d.  Safety. 

(1)  Observations  and  Discussion.  During  the  Battle  of  DAK  TO, 
several  extremely  unfortunate  accidents  occurred;  accidents  which  could  have 
easily  been  avoided.  Passengers  loading  and  off-loading  helicopters  con¬ 
tinued  to  walk  into  turning  rotor  blades.  Turning  blades  are  a  hazard  at  any 
time;  however,  when  operating  on  other  than  level  ground,  the  hazard  increases 
ten-fold.  A  rotor  strike  will  almost  always  result  in  decapitation  and  death 
to  the  individual  involved. 

(2)  Recommendation.  Personnel  operating  in, the  vicinity  of 
helicopters  should  be  constantly  reminded  of  the  dangers  involved.  Classes 
or  demonstrations  should  be  given  as  to  the  proper  method  of  boarding  or  de¬ 
parting  a  helicopter.  On  the  just  concluded  operation,  3  lives  were  unneces¬ 
sarily  lost  due  to  carelessness  in  this  manner. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER 


s/  Curtis  D-  Green 

1  Incl  T/  CURTIS  D.  GREEN 

Map-(AO-SPAAT2>  wpl  rWmJ  MAJ  INF 

/k*  V/>  Adjutant 

Distribution 
2- 1st  Avn  Bde 
4- 17th  Cbt  Avn  Gp 
2-4th  Inf  Div 
1-lst  Bde,  4th  Inf  Div 
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DT3P  ‘  RTMilMT  OF  TFS  ARPY 
57TF  AO'l'J'LT  jrr-CLIOOP^P.  COMPANY 
jflPO  06400 
"ilL.UJxATO^S^  ' 


5  February  ’1968 

CPBiJECT;  If  ter  Action  Report  30  January  thr11  4  Febrauary  'i  068 


TO:  Oovf'-'\a-~r)i.D.;r  Officer 

52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion 
APO  9631 0 


1 .  Conor nl 

a,  The  sustained  attack  by  IIVA/Vo  forces  in  the  Kontum  area  began 
30  January  at  0212  hours,  and  was  reduced  to  minor  sniper  f^re  and  occasion¬ 
al  mortar /rocket  rounds  by  Of  00  hours  on  5  February  1°68,  This  ’-fas  a  coord¬ 
inated  attack  against  the  city  of  Fontnn  ps  well  as  all  TT,S»  and  ARW  mil¬ 
itary  installations  in  the  area.  The  ma.<?r»5.ti»do  of  the  attack  roquj.ro  s 
consideration  of  the  entire  F ontum  action  rather  than  the  37th  Assault 

fa"1  i copter  Company  area  aloits * 

b.  Indications  arc  that  the  overall  plan  called  for  taking 

advantage  of  the  isolated  locations  of  wf>  anc!  compounds .  The  plan 

was  time  phased  to  eliminate  specific  compounds  on  given  dates.  The  57th 
Assault  Helicopter  Company  was  the  first  to  come  undor  heavy ■  around  attack. 
This  attack.,  from  .300230  tlu-n  310900  January  1 968 j  was  an  estimated 

force  of  700  and  included  .sapper,  security'  and  .indirect  firo  elements. 

c«  The  major  attack  on  this  compound  was  basically  n  repeat  of 
the  10  January  action,  NVA  intelligence  had  not  boon  undated  since  that 
defensive  posture.  The  enemy  was  cither  over  confident  in  their  ability 
to  eliminate  this  unit  or  were  inflexible  to  initiate  alternate  plans  once 
the  attack  had  failed.  The  action  on  subsequent  days  was  oriented  mainly 
against  MACV,  Spocinl  Forces,  43d  Signal  and  24th  STZ  compounds . 

2,  Sequence  of  H vents 

a,  30  January  1%8 

(1)  At  300212  hours  a  coordinated  rockot,  mortar  and  ground 
attack  was  launchod  against  tho  57th  Aslt  Hoi  Co  compound .  Purina  the  bat¬ 
tle  that  followed  WA  forces  roa.chod  a  point  within  50  meters  of  our  defen¬ 
sive  wire,  0vnships  engaged  tho  enemy  outside  tho  entire  eastern  perinotor 
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at  n  range  of  20  -30  motors  utilising  mini  owns  end  h-5  systems*  This 
action,  combined  with  ground  defensive  fir  a,  broke  the  attack  bet  fighting 
continued  until  0900  bourn  on  30  j  armory,, 

(2)  Defensive  fi\‘os  ol*  this  unit  oonb:i nod  with  tho? o  of  \ 
Troop,  2/l  Cnv  inflicted  heavy  an  ana  It  ion  upon,  tho  it  backing  forces  and 
a  settled  off  escape  routes  *'c,y  ••  V.\  oxomvif-s., 

(3)  The  no hi... re  during  hip  early  morniiv  hours  of  30  January 
resulted  in  one  aircraft  receive np  minor  bnmyyh  on  tho  around  while  six 
additional  aircraft,  includin'  four  gunships,  receive  cl  varying  do  nr  00  of 
damage  from  in to ns o  enemy  fire  vbilo  performing  aerial  flight* 

(4)  ?’rom  first  light. -until  0900  hours  ynnships  of  *>26. 

D°tt  'I’j.ion  engaged  isolated  units  to  tho  east  end  northeast  of  this  comnound. 
Action  was  later  continued  with'  TAG  air.  1  firm  body  count  for  all  5?.d 
Combat  A vi  vox  on  battalion  guns'bips  was  not  obtained  but  57t1  •.  nuns  accounted 
for  35  N'T\  bodies  during  this  phase  of  the  action* 

(5)  A  swoop  of  the  area,  initiated  at  0900  hours  to  conduct 
a  body  count  along  the  perxmtor .  This,  action  was  terminated  by  intense 
sniper  fj.ro  prior  to  completion.  Body  count  bad  reached  59  at  this  time. 

(6)  Sniper  fire  continued  throughout  tho  day  along  the  oast, 
west  and  north  perimeter* 

(7)  122mm  rocket  and  wort  nr  attach  was  initiated  at  184.5 
hours.  Sporactic  fire  and  small  scale  problems  continued  until  2.400  hours. 

b„  31  January  1 °68 

(l)  Between  the  hours  of  0230  and  0330  a  series  c.f  reports 
from  tho  24th  STZ  indicated  n  severe  situation  i.n  their  compound . 

(a)  NVA/V0  forces,  ostim'tod  at  150  stronoth,  wore  over 
running  their  perimeter  and  final  bunkers  were  occupied. 

(b)  The  105m  b’ttcry  was  reported  to  be  infiltrated, 
and  possibly  in  enemy  hands. 

(c)  This  unit  was  notified  that  PiG'r  and  7-24  compounds 
wore  being  ovorrun,  Gun, ships  dispatched  and  enpw-od  tho  forces  along 
tho  wire  defenses  at  which  time  enemy  forces  withdrew. 
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(d)  Zone  notifiod  this  \mit  of  a  confirmed  Nv.\  forces 
of  300  «  500  man  located  2000  meters  to  tho  on at  cf  57th  Aslt  Fol  Co 
compound , 


a  tactical 


At  this  time  tho  Senior  Advisor,  24'th  C;TZ  declared 
in  an  of  fort  to  obtain  additional  gunships  and  'TAG 


air  support.  This  unit  woo  advised  that  */,on.o  communications  wore  out  and 
request  wn  relay  tho  situation  and.  declaration  to  II  Corps  headquarters 
through  $  2d  Combat  Avintic Battalion  • 


snow 


Oj 


/ 

\ 


fContvm 


2)  "Enemy  forces  infiltrated  \RVS  forces  defending  tho  south 
.  Airfield  and  were  within  hand  grenade  range  of  out  southern 


perimeter,,  Ganshins  were  employed  and  a  low  pass  with  searchlights  on 
indicated  seven  bodies  a  Ion  tho  fence. 


(3)  Steady  but  light  contact  was  maintained  on  the  east  and 
vest  tk  trim,  or  between  the  hours  of  1000  and  2400. 

c,  1  February  1068 

(1)  Gunsliips  of  52d  CorVbat  ‘a  at. ion  Battalion  were  onployod. 
fron  0230  thru  0800  against  targets  within  tho  built-up  area  of  I'ontun  and 
to  the  north,  Targets  included  building,  churches,  streets  on  housing 
and  government  complexes .  In  each  case  fire  was  requested  and  targets 
identified  by  ground  comnandors  and  /or  advisors. 


(2)  Sniper  activity  continued  on  oast  and  west  perimeter  of 
the  57  th  Assault  Folic  opt, or  Company  throughout  the  period. 

(3)  A  rochet  and  mortar  attach,  was  launched  W  the  r.nomv  p.t 
1745  hours.  Counter  fire  in  closu  proximity  to  our  perimeter,  when  mixod 

with  enemy  fire,  made  it.  extremely  difficult  to  differentiate  between 
fried ly  and  enemy  rounds, 

(A)  Light  probes  against  the  western  porimotor  wore  oncour.ter 
od  from  1010  hours  until  the  ond  of  this  period, 

d.  2  February  10 68 

(l)  At  0220  hours  a  mortar /r octet  and  around  attack  was 
launchod  against-  tho  KACV,  Signal  and  Special  forces  complex.  Ounships 
were  dispatched  in  support  of  local  defense. 


(2)  Six  tonns  of  5 2d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  pens hi pc 
woro  on-station  supporting  local  forces  against  ho°vy  onemy  fire  in  and 
wound  the  city,  hotbeds  of  control  included: 

(a)  Targets  and  clearance  to  fj.ro  wore  obt.oinod  from 

ground  commandors. 
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(b)  Those  targets  familiar  tm  personnel  operatin': 
Gladiator  TOG,  for  which  dofinito  targets  identification  control  measures 
could  be  established,  wore  controlled  by  this  unit „  Targets  that  wore 
unfamiliar  to  TOC  personnol  were  passed  to  aho  recreating  agency  for 
identification  and  control. 

(c)  Gnnsnips  not  assigned  to  the  5 Id  Combat  Aviation 
Battalion  wore  operating  in  area  vi  th out t contact  end  minor  control  problems 
were  encountered . 

(d)  All  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  aircraft  wore 
given  a  coase  fi.ro  nnd  returned  to  57th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  revet¬ 
ments  area  until  positivo  fire  control  was  established. 

(c)  Coo  lessons  learned. 

(3)  Cantonment  area  received  2  122mm  rockets  at  1qod  hours 
sotting  fire  to  a  5,000  gallon  tanker. 

(i)  Isolated  sniper  fire  during  the  remainder  of  the  period. 
Total  cumlativc  HIA  and  I’BA  count  was  203. 

o.  4  February  1968.  Relatively  inactive  with  the  exception  of 
2  122mm  rockets  in  the  compound  at  1600  hours,  '•'he  city  o-a  v^ntum  was 
reported,  secure  except  for  sniper  fire.  The  57th  Assault  Helicopter  Com¬ 
pany  continued  on  100$  alert  and  provided  continuous  illumination  during 
the  hours  of  darkness. 

f,  3  February  1°68.  Rnomy  activity  decreased  considerably 
however,  rocket  attacks  on  this  compound  recurred  at  104°  and  1200  hours, 

i  g.  5  February' 1968,  In  estimated,  enemy  battalion  moved  within 
3  Kins  of  MACV  compound  during  the  early  hours  and.  were  on"" sod  by  artil¬ 
lery  and  gunships.  Activity  was  on  a  s'^all  scale  and  this  unit  rocoivod 
six  unidontifiod  rounds  that  failed  to  explode  and.  ponotratod  to  a  depth 
of  3ix  foot  (assumed  to  be  105mm  illumination).  Flare  covora'-'o  was  reduced 
to  a  standby  status  and  the  unit  wont  on  50$  alprt. 

1 

3.  Significant  Factors 

a.  The  NVA  intelligence  °n  local  defense  appeared  to  bo  tho 
same  as  10  January  attack.  This  possibly  is  due  to  control  of  civilian 
traffic  .around  tho  57th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  compound.  In  addition, 
local  hire  personnel  are  used  outside  the  compound  only. 

b,  Tho  security  force  of  35  provided  to  this  unit  « f tor  tho 

10  January  attack  was  instrumental  in  improving  defensive  facilities  dim¬ 
ing  the  20  day  period  bo tween  attack.  Fajor  'compli shmonts  included: 
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(1)  Dofensive  wiro  was  improver!  and  expanded  out  to 
encompass  a  larger  area.  This  work  is  still  in  progross. 

(2)  Temporary  perimeter  lighting  had  "boon  i stalled ♦ 

(3)  Bi’nkors  had  boon  improved  and  repositioned, 

(4)  A  larger  force  was  employed  on  tho  perimeter, 

c,  Tho  WA/VC  body  count  reached  a  total  of  203  by  BIA  and  KBA, 
This  figure  is  by  no  means  all  inclusive  for  ^2d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion 
action  in  tho  Kontnm  area.  In  addition,  socodary  oxplosions  wore  obtained 
during  gunship  employment  against  four  mortar  and  rocket  positions, 

d«  A  search  of  tho  battle  area  in  the  vicinity  of  tho  57th 
Assault  Helicopter  Company  perimeter  revealed  numerous  satchel  char ao s , 
bangalor  torpedoes  (homo  undo  and  manufacture^),  wiro  cutters  and.  6oim 
mortars,  thus,  verifying  tho  intent  to  destroy  tho s  complex  in  include 
aircraft, 

o„  Tho  sequence  of  events  indicated,  the  enemy  respected  the 
potential  of  helicopters  boiiu*  employed  against  their  force  and  therefore 
intended  to  eliminate  that  threat  on  the  first,  day  of  tho  attack, 

f.  Continuous  illiimi nation  of  tho  battle  area  ground  Bontun  was 
a  major  factor  in  the  successful  defense  by  all  nS  and  ARVN  forces  during 
the  hours  of  darkness, 

g.  Might  employment  of  cunships  in  a  final  protective  fire  role 
was  a  significant  factor  in  preventing  enemy  penetration  of’  compounds  on 
at  least  two  occasions. 

h.  \  listing  of  casualties  is  at  inclmsuro  1 , 


■J 

> 


i 


i«  The  major  impact  of  personnel. losses  for  both  attacks  is  in 
the  maintenance  area,  Shortages  are  as  indicated  at  inclosure  ?. 

j.  This  unit  suffered  no  loss  or  danv.M  to  major  items  of 
equipment  other  than  aircraft.  All  aircraft  damped  appear  to  bo  repair¬ 
able  , 

k,  Tho  parkin"  area  for  0-1  and  0-2  aircraft  (south  side  of  tho 
field)  was  destroyed.  An  emergency  work  order  is  being  su.brittod  to  pre¬ 
pare  temporary  parking  facilities. 

4,  lessons  Lenrnod 


a.  The  armed  helicopter  is  an  accurate  and  effective  weapon 
platform  that  can  bo  integrated  into  final  protective  fires.  Bnploynent 
at  night,  as  well  as  in  built-up  areas,  requires  closo  coordination, 
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target  identification-  and  positive  location  of  friendly  troops  by  the 
commander • being  supported.  These  systems  are  area  type  weapons  and 
ground  commander  must  accept  a  degree  of  risk  that  some  rounds  will 
inadvertently  land  within  their  positions  when  employed  close-up  or  on 
point  targets. 

b.  The  enemy  force,  when  employing  infiltration  and  sapper 
tactics;  is:  inflexible  to  changes  in  defenses  that  disrupt  his  rehearsed 
plan.  Continued . improvement  to  wire  locations,  bunkers  location  and  over¬ 
all  security  serves  to  deny  him  the  intelligence,  detailed  planning  and 
rehearsal  so  often  employed  in  successful  infiltrations. 

c.  The  lack  of  combat  forces  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Kontum  and  the  covered  avenue  of  approach  from  the  north  thru  the  south¬ 
east  continues  to  be  the  major  problem  in  providing  adequate  security 
for' this  compound.  An  enemy  force  of  any  size  has  a  high  probability  of 
reaching  this  unit's  perimeter  prior  to  detection. 

d.  The  physical  location  of  US  and  ARVN  compounds  are  such  that 
any  mutual  support  is  denied.  This  situation  favors  the  enemy  in  that  he 
can  attack  and  eliminate  compounds  one  by  one  with  minimum  interference. 
The  major  exceptions  are  supporting  artillery  and  gunships. 

e.  The  organic  fire  power  of  an  assault  Helicopter  company  and 
its  detachments  is  capable  of  defending  against  a  substantial  attacking 
force.  However,  manning  the  perimeter  on  50%  alert  during  the  hours  of 
darkness . degrades  immendely  from  the  aircraft  maintenance  effort  and  re¬ 
sults  in* a  slow  recovery  to  full  operational  capacity.  * 

f.  It  is  essential  that  one  agency  have  knowledge  of  all  gunships 
operating  in  the  area.  At  one  time,  two  gun  teams  (other  than  52d  CAB) 
were  operating  independently  in  and  around  Kontum  City.  Friendly  forces 
were  being  fired  upon. and  57th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  TOC  had  no  means 
of  contacting  these  elements  to  effect  a  cease  fire. 

5.-  Planned  action  and  recommendations 

a.  Planned  actions 

(1)  Work  will  continue  to  replace  defensive  wire  destroyed, 
expand  the  outer' perimeter  wire  and  install  anti-personnel  mines  along  the 
north  and  east  side. 

(2)  Civilian  access  to  the  compound  is  limited  to  permanent 
hire  and  KB  personnel  who  have  received  a  local  clearance.  Civilian 
traffic  through  the  area  will  continue  t:o  be  denied. 

(3)  Continued  improvement  on  defensive  bunkers. 

(4)  Temporary  perimeter  lighting  will  be  improved.  The 


rfW 

fy 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


major  limiting  factor  is  a  readily  available  power  source.  This  unit  has 
operated  on  TO&E  generators  since  arrival  in-country.  The  demand  for 
power  has  reached  the  stage  where  lights  to  the  billeting  area  is  occasion¬ 
ally  denied  to  provide  perimeter  lights. 

(5)  Defensive  plans  will  continue  to  be  reviewed  and  updated 

as  required. 


b.  Recommendations 

(1)  A  US  Combat  unit  be  stationed  in  the  Kontum  area  to 
provide  early  detection  and  warning  of  any  forces  approaching  along  the 
major  avenues  of  approach. 

(2)  Designation  of  one  agency  to  control  all  gunships 
operating  within  the  immediate  tactical  area. 

(3)  Immediate  replacement  of  key  personnel  losses  during 
the  month  of  January. 

(4)  Authorization  be  given  to  retain  the  security  augmenta¬ 
tion  from  other  battalions  until  planned  improvements  to  local  defenses 
are  completed.  (Estimated  2-3  week  period) 

(5)  USARV  approval  and  engineer  tasking  for  the  57th 
Assault  Helicopter  Combat  base  development  plan  be  executed  so  that  con¬ 
struction  of  permanent  defenses  can  be  accomplished  with  minimum  time  delay. 


2  Incl 
as 

Incl  1;  Withdrawn,  Hqs,  DA 


t/GEORGE  E.  BURNISON 
Major,  Infantry 
Commanding 
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Tho  following  list  shows  the  maintenance  personnel  shortages  within 
the  615th  Trans  Dot  anil  Service  Platoon  nt  th.is  timo,  Shorta.-cs  which 
ore  directly  affecting  maintenance  productivity  ftro  dosi.anntoci  by  an 
actorish. 


61 5th 

Dot  1 

Item 

.Qty 

Job  Title 

Grade 

FOS 

(1) 

•»1 

Aircraft  Maintenance  Technician 

arc 

062B 

(2) 

•>f-) 

Detachment  First  Sergeant  ( .to to  ■ 

1 )  E-6 

67‘7/i.O 

(3) 

W1 

Assistant  Shop  Foreman 

E-6 

67Z40 

(4) 

*2 

Senior  Engino  Repairman 

E-5 

6PH20 

(5) 

■Senior  Airframe  Repairman  (Roto 

2)  E-5 

(6) 

#2 

Airframe.  Repairman 

n;-./ 

6?G20 

(7) 

1 

..Aircraft  Electrical  Repairman 

E~4 

6St!’20 

(0 

*1 

".ir craft  Supply  Specialist 

E-S 

761*20 

(9) 

1 

Aircraft  Supply  Specialist 

■  E-3 

76^20 

(10) 

*1 

Aircraft  Tech  Inspector  (7.~tc..3) 

E-6 

.  6?'F20 

(11) 

Aircraft  ‘rm"vnont  Repairman 

E-4 

45020 

Service  PT: 

■.toon  iV-u  stononce  Shorta.-os 

ItorA 

Otv 

.Job  •  Do on 

y . 

Grade 

L£S 

(1) 

1 

Maintonanco  Siipor visor 

E-6 

67M40 

(2) 

5 

•Senior  Helicopter  Repairman 

E-5 

6772  0 

Noto  1 .  Although  the  Dot  First  Serr-eont  door,  not  directly  affect 
tho  maintenance  or.  t  put,  his  nbsonco  rear  ire  0  most  of  tho  tn>o  of  tho 
Shop  Foreman  acting  as  First  Sorrennt , 


iote  2,  Inclrdos  ono  man  vh ■>  is  rEROS  in  10  days . 


Eoto  3.  Includes  one  nun  who  is  on  or.ioy.vo.ncv  leave  and  is  not 
.oxpocted  to  return. 
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DiSPARTIW  OF  TT’E  ARJ-nr 
HEADQUARTERS,  52D  COMBAT  AVIATION  BATTALION 
APO  San  Francisco  96318 
” FLYING  DRAGONS” 


AVGD-CC  31  January  1968 

SUBJECT:  Enemy  Attack  on  HS  Installations  After  Action  Report 


TO:  Commanding  Officer 

17th  Combat  Aviation  Group 
APO  San  Francisco  96240 


INFO:  Commanding  General 

1st  Aviation  Brigade 
APO  San  Francisco  96384 


1.  General:  Camp  Hollowly,  Pleiku,  RW,  was  attacked  by  four  (4) 
mortar  tubes  and  elements  of  the  408th  NVA  Sapper  Battalion  at  0230  hours 
on  26  January  1968.  The  attack  lasted  approximately  fifty  (50)' minutes, 
and  concentrated  the  sapper  attack  against  the  88th  S&S  Bn  area,  with 
the  mortar  concentrating  along  the  aircraft  revetment  areas  adjacent  to  . 
the  runway  and  the  604th  Trans  Mnint  Co  (GS)  area  (See  inclosure  1). 

2.  Sequence  of  Events: 

a.  The  sapper  unit,  an  estimated.  50  -  60  man  force,  approached 
the  perimeter  from  the  oast,  and  a  20  man  team  undetected,  breached  the 
perimetor  in  the  88th  S&S  Bn  area.  Entry  was  made  by  tying  off  trip  flares 
and  cutting  of  barrier  vir&s .  Upon  entry,  30  -  50  satchel  charges  (3 
blocks  of  TNT,  200  grams,  with  fuze  wells  in  center  blocks)  were  placed 
adjacent  to  numerous  supply  and  storage  facilities.  At  this  point,  the 
sappers  deported  tho  area,  upon  do oar ting  tho  area,  via  same  routo,  either 
a  trip  flare  was  ignited  or  a  flare  was  fired,  and  members  of  tho  unit 

wore  detected.  At  approximately  0247  hours,  firo  was  placed  on  the  fleeing 
enemy,  killing  ono  and  wounding  another  (See  inclosuro  2). 

b.  At  about  tho  same  time  tho  retro sting  sappers  were  detocted, 
four  mortars,  located  in  tho  vicinity  of  AR81 8477,  opened  firo  on  Camp 
Holloway  Complex,  and  between  0247  and  0305  hours,  110  -  120  rounds  of 
82mm  wore  fired  into  aircraft  narking  and  maintenance  areas.  The  heaviest 
concentrations  fell  into  the  604th  Trans  Faint  Co  (OS)  area,  the  miniport 
rnfu.oling  area,  and  the  aircraft  parking  areas  adjacent  to  and  paralleling 
both  sides  of  the  runway, 
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ImmaJiatoly  foUouijc  thy  ™"«  Kwrf»,  ownter- 

-.wouoion  of  the  enemy  mortars  and  return  mortars, 

was  brought  to  boar  on  the  confirmed  position, 
except  for  spoi'adic  snipor  fire,  ceased. 


d.  At  approximately  0310  hours,  a  tremondotis  explosion  occurred 
in  tho  88th  S&S  Bn  aroa.  Ammo  Pad  #S,  probably  caused  by  a  satchel  charge, 
exploded,  causing  blast  damage  throughout  tho  complex.  At  0320,  the  alert 
ceased  and  Camp  Holloway  roturnod  to  a  fifty  per  cent  status . 


o.  Tho  attack  was  well  planned  and  executed  with  precision. 
Indications  arc  that  the  enemy  possesses  a  detailed  knowledge  of  the  gen¬ 
eral  layout  of  the  compound,  and  probably  solo etc d  this  course  of  action 
because x 


(1)  Dotonation  of  tho  ASD  aroa  of  tho  88th  ‘V-S  ^n  area  would 
place  an  increased  logistical  burden  on  an  already  strained  lino  of  resupply, 

(2)  Tho  enemy  may  well  have  boon  testing  our  security  alert¬ 
ness  in  preparation  for  a  largor  attack  during  tho  T3T  season. 

f.  Though  local  reaction  had  little  offoct  on  tho  sapper  attack, 
the  reaction  of  the  mortar  element  of  tho  security  detachment,  and  gunships, 
probably  caused  the  enemy  mortar  elomont  to  cease  fire  and  disperse. 

3,  Significant  Intelligence  Information: 

a.  Sappor  personnel  worn  WVA,  assigned  to  the  408th  Sapper  Bn. 

This  is  tho  first  known  contact  with  tho  element  in  tho  vicinity  of  Ploiku, 

b.  Tho  mortars  woro  positioned  in  approximately  tho  same  loca¬ 
tion  as  during  tho  previous  two  attacks. 

c.  Tho  enemy  was  oquipod’with  satchel  charges,  82mm  mortars , 

M-26  chiccan  flare  pistols,  AK-A7*a,  B-4G  rockets,  bangalore  torpedoes  an i* 
chlcom  canniator  stick  concussion  grenades , 

(1)  Tho  satchel  charges  wore  3  blocks  of  TNT,  200  grams 
with  a  fuze  well  in  tho  conter  blocks.  Approximately  half  of  the  charges 
failed  to  detonate.  Tho  only  major  damage  caused  was  to  Ammo  Pad  48. 

(2)  The  82mm  mortar  fire  was  erratic  with  about  ton  por 
cent  of  tho  rounds  failing  to  dotonato.  Eleven  rounds  vroro  lator  found 
at  firing  site. 

(3)  One  K-26  chiccm  flora  pistol  w iK  £cvun<3  tho-  body  or 

tho  slain  NVA. 

(4)  Ono  4K-47  was  loft  within  tho  porimoter  along  with  throe 

magominoB, 


CONFIDENTIAL 

On 

O  i— «> 


CONFIDENTIAL  : 

(5)  One  B-4O  rocket  lauchor  and  two  rounds  wore  loft  behind, 
but  no  rockots  woro  known  fired  during  the  attack. 

(6)  Two  five  inch  bangloro  torpoloos  were  found ,  but  none 

employed, 

(7)  Eight  chicom  cannistor  stick  grenades  were  recovered, 

d.  It  appears  'that  tho  enemy  was  not  particularly  interested  j.n 
inflicting  personnel  casualties,  but  attempted  to  destroy  supply  facilities 
with  sapper  charges  and  aircraft  and  maintenance  facilities  with  mortars, 

4  •  Damage ,  I  nf  ormati  on 5 

a.  Porsonnol  losses  by  unit  are  listed  •  in  inclosuro  3. 

b.  I-aj  or  itoms  of  oquipmont  damaged  or  dostroyod  aro  listed  in 
inclosuro  4. 

5.  Planned  Action  and  Recommendations : 

a.  Planned  Actions i 

(1)  The  dofensivo  vn.ro  will  bo  repaired  where  broachod  and 

ro inf or cod  throughout  tho  porimotor.  Random  wiring  will  bo  placed  through¬ 
out  tho  contonemont  area  to  channolizo  end  confuse  a  successful  ponetra- 
tion, 

(2)  All  trip  flares  worq  inspected  and  expended  flaros  ro- 

placed . 

(3)  Additional  anti-personnel  mines  will  bo  sown  throughout 
tho  outer  per  lino  ter, 

(4)  Additional  bunkers  aro  being  constructed  to  provido 
hotter  visual  covorago  of  tho  porimotor  and  to  provide  incronsod  firo 
powor  x^horo  initial  ongagomont  is  probable. 

(5)  Dofonr.o  plans  aro  constantly  being  roviowod  and  rovisod 
as  doomed  necessary. 

b.  Recommendations: 

(1)  Roplacomont  of  destroyed  equipment  as  soon  as  possiblo, 
with  priority  on  aircraft, 

(2)  Incroaso  manning  lcvol  of  security  dotachmont .  Dotnch- 
mont  prosontly  oporating  at  approximately  fifty  (50)  por  cent  strength. 
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(3)  Prosonfe  perimeter  lighting  Is  inadequate. 
January  1967,  this  project  has  supposedly  had  top  priority, 
to  bo  completed.  Recommend  immediate  completion  of  proioct 

security  vigilance. 


Jnci  ,  .  EDWARD  P.  LTTKT5RT  JR. 

1  -  Defensive  Posture  A&MJTTE&)  i.TC  •  jnf  ' 

2  ■»  Comment  Relative  C onra ad  i ng 

Capture  of  Prisoner 

4  -  Equipment  Losses  4 

g  -After  Action  Report  -  Period  30  January  1968 
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Inclosurc  2:  Comments  Relative  Capture  of  Prisoner 

A  captured  PH  stated  two  (2)  companies  of  the  408th  Battalion  (Sappor) 
woro  responsible  for  the  attack  on  Camp  Holloway.  One,  a  combat  support 
company  (numerical  designation  unknown),  which  handled  the  82mm  mortars, 
and  the  K-90  Company  of  tho  408th,  which  handlod  tho  sapper  activities. 

The  PW  stated  his  unit  (K-90  Company)  was  located  northwest  of  Plciku, 
north  of  Ploi  Mrong,  Tho  company  took  two  days  to  roach  tho  targot  area. 

Ho  states  that  20  sappers  penetrated  tho  88th  S&S  Bn  area;  tho  romaindor 
waiting  outside  to  provide  covering  firo  with  small  arms  and  automatic 
weapons.  Whothor  all  sappor  personnel  cxfiltratod  tho  area  was  not  knovm. 
Tho  Pi  statod  tho  combat  support  company  utilized  four  mortar  tubes  in  tho 
attack  (verified  by  area  sweep  tho  morning  aftor  the  attack).  (Thoy  woro 
firod  from  the  vicinity  of  AR818477,  approximately  50  motors  from  previous¬ 
ly  a sod  site . )  Ho  further  stated  that  his  unit  was  not  to  launch  a  now 
attack  tho  following  night  (27  January),  but  to  return  to  their  base  comp 
in  the  vicinity  of  Dai  Thong  (coordinates  imknovm) .  Pis  battalion  was  to 
conduct  on  attack  on  another  location  prior  to  TET, 

Tho  408th  units,  as  was  the  case  with  tho  60th  Company,  40 8th,  which 
conducted  a  raid  against  tho  937th  Enginoors  on  21  January,  used  Highway 
14N  as  its  primary  rou.to  of  advance  to  tho  target  area.  Tho  PW  further 
stated  that  ho  carriod  no  weapon  during  the  attack  and  that  his  primary 
mission  was  to  carry  wounded  or  doad  personnel  to  tho  village  (assumed  to 
bo  Mo’nu)  during  tho  attack. 
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1 .  Tho  following  damage  was  sustained  by  aircraft  stationed  at 
Camp  Holloway: 


TYPE 

TPTIT 

A AJ 

TYPE  D.* 

MAAE 

LOCATION  ! 

TJH-1 H 

57th 

109 

Minor 

Windshield 

604th  DSvr  j 

tth-i  H 

170th 

394 

Minor 

T/R  ft  Windshield 

604th  DSTT  ! 

TJH-1  H 

1 89th 

153 

Minor 

T/Boom 

604th  DSTT  •; 

TJH-1  H 

119th 

374 

Minor 

T/R 

CO  Area 

111-111 

119th 

376 

Minor 

T/Boom 

CO  Area 

TTH-1H 

119th 

524 

Minor 

M/R  Blades 

■  CO  Aron 

!  TTH-1H 

119th 

517  ' 

Minor 

T/B00M  7  Blades 

CO  Area  ,  > 

!  111-1 H 

119th 

609 

Minor 

T./B  8'  Engine 

CO  Area 

i  TTH— 1 H 

119th 

533 

Minor 

t/b  8:  Trans 

CO  .Area 

i  TTH-1H, 

119th 

534 

Minor 

T/Boom 

CO  Aroa 

|  '  TIH-IH 

119th 

527 

Minor 

Exhaust  Cover 

CO  Aroa 

|  TTH— 1 H 

335th 

643 

Minor 

T/R  &  Pilots  Door 

Trans  Ramp 

TJH-1  H 

335th 

702 

Minor 

M/R  Blades  &  T/Boom 

Trans  Ramp 

;  t.th-1  h 

335th 

638 

Minor 

T/R  Eng  &  Windshield 

Trans  Ramp 

i  TIH-IH 

335th 

620 

Mn  j  or 

T/Boom  &  M/R  Blades 

Trans  Ramp 

!  TIH-IH 

4th  Div 

589 

Evac 

Destroyed 

604th  D3H 

j  TIH-IH 

604th  TC 

092 

Minor 

Shoctmoial 

604th  DSTT 

TTH-IC 

119th 

591 

Maj  or 

Dostroyed 

604th  DSTT 

j  TJH-1  C 

170th 

483 

Maj  or 

Dostroyod 

604.th  DSTT 

i  TJE-1C 

189th 

690 

Minor 

T/B  ft.  Dr  Shaft 

GO  Area 

!  TtH-IC 

335th 

612 

Minor 

T/B  ft  Wind shi old 

Trails  Ramp 

j  T.TH— 1 C 

335th 

664 

Minor 

T/B  ft  Tail  Rotor 

Trans  Ramp 

TJ1I-1 G 

7/1 7th 

063 

Evac 

Dostroyod 

604th  DSTT 

TTH-IC 

7/l  7th 

735 

Maj  or 

Over  7  days 

604th  DStt 

TTH-IC 

134th 

632 

Minor 

M/R  Blades 

604th  DSTT 

TJH-1  D 

604  th 

018 

Evac 

Destroyed 

604th  DSTT 

CH-47 

179th 

978 

Minor 

Aft  Vert  Fin 

604th  DSTJ 

0II-6A 

7/1 7th 

807 

Minor 

Shoetmetnl 

604-th  DSTJ 

!  U-6A 

125th  ATO 

733 

Maj  or 

Over  7  days 

604th  DSTT 

2.  Tho  following  damage  was  sustained  by  equipment  other  than  air¬ 
craft: 


TYPE 

*  MWIT 

DAMAGE 

LOCATION 

3/4T  Truck 

189th 

Windshioldj  radiator,  all 
tiros  and  shootmctal 

CO  Aroa 

Forklift 

88th  S&S 

Radiator 

Bn  Aroa 

Forklift 

88th  S&S 

Radiator 

Bn  Aroa 

Pad  #8 

88th  S&S 

Ammo  Pad  dostroyed 

Bn  Area 

3.  Substantial  structural  damage  throughout  contonement  area  duo  to 
blast,  effect  when  to mo  Pad  #8  exploded* 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS,  52D  CCKBAT  AVIATION  BATTALION 
APO  San  Francisco  963 IS 

AVGIA-SC  4  February  196S 

SUBJECT:  Enemy  Attack  on  US  Installations  After  Action  Report 


TO:  Commanding  Officer 

17th  Combat  Aviation  Group 
APO  San  Francisco  96240 


INFO:  Commanding  Officer 

1 st  Aviation  Brigade 
APO  San  Francisco  96384 


1.  General:  Camp  Holloway,  Pleiku,  RVN,  was  attacked  by  two  (2) 

S2MA  mortar  tubes  of  an  unknown  main  force  unit  at  0140  hours  on  30  Jan¬ 
uary  1968.  The  duration  of  the  attack  was  approximately  thirty  (30)  min¬ 
utes,  during  which  20-30  rounds  fell  within  the  confines  of  Camp  Holloway. 

2.  Sequence  of  Events: 

a.  The  enemy  mortar  crews  (estimated  12  men)  moved  into  posi¬ 
tion,  vicinity  AR  817477  (1400  meters  from  target  center  of  mass)  using 
the  village  of  Plei  Mo 1 nu  as  their  base  of  operations.  At  0140  hours, 
approximately  10-15  rounds  were  fired,  impacting  north  to  south  on  a  lat¬ 
eral  sheath  200  meters  wide  (maximum  deflection  spread  at  that  range  with¬ 
out  re-laying  the  tubes). 

b.  The  location  of  the  enemy  position  was  visually  confirmed 
from  the  HA/F  control  tower  and  counter-mortar  and  gunship  fire  was  em¬ 
ployed  to  neutralize  the  position.  However,  after  a  three  to  five  min¬ 
ute  pause,  10-15  additional  rounds  wore  received,  impacting  from  south 
to  north  along  a  lateral  sheath.  The  gunships  again  engaged  the  posi¬ 
tion  with  aerial  rocket  and  mini -gun  fire,  Incoming  rounds  ceased  at 
approximately  0210  hours,  immediately  after  the  gunships  engaged  them  for 
the  second  time. 

c.  Gunships  and  counter-mortar  fire  continued  to  engage  the  con¬ 
firmed  oneray  position  and  possible  infiltration  routes  (Inclosure  l). 

d.  During  the  attack,  this  installation  was  on  1 00%  alert  and 

remained  so  until  approximately  0700  hours.  Throughout  the  night  gun¬ 
ships  and  mortars  continued  H<$I  fires  with  unknown  results.  There  are 
no  indications  that  the  Camp  Holloway  perimeter  was  penetrated  during 
the  attack.  ’  -  -  -  . -  — 

CONFIDENTIAL 

m 


JZcI  S’ 
JTwcl  8 


AVGD-CC  CONFIDEMISAL  4p>eb6S 

SUBJECT;  Enemy  Attack  on  US  Installations  After  Action  Report 

e#  The  mortar  attack  again  indicates  that  the  enemy  has  used 
his  detailed  knowledge  of  the  Camp  Holloway  facilities*  Intended  targets 
were  the  aircraft  revetments  and  support  facilities*  Factors  that  may 
have  influenced  the  enemy  course  of  action  are; 

(1)  Passive  defense  measures  provide  more  protection  to 
personnel  than  aircraft. 

(2)  Destruction  of  aircraft  denies  combat  elements  the 
prime  movers  of  supplies,  equipment  and  troops  into  iorward  areas, 
seriously  affecting  combat  operations. 

(3)  Aimed  aircraft  located  at  this  installation  constitute 
a  major  deterrent  to  ground  assaults  of  installations  in  the  Pieiku  area. 

3.  Significant  Intelligence  Information; 

a*  The  enemy  mortar  section  used  the  same  general  location  as 
the  mortar  element  of  the  408th  Sapper  Bn  which  attacked  this  installation 
on  26  January  1968. 

b«  The  reaction  of  tho  gunships  probably  caused  the  enemy  mortars 
to  cease  fire,  and  may  have  spoiled  a  planned  ground  attack.  250  enemy 
personnel  had  earlier  been  reported  in  the  vicinity  of  AR81 5565,  preparing 
for  an  attack  on  some  installation  in  the  area. 

c.  The  following  morning  the  same  enemy  clement  (identified  as 
the  H-15  Bn)  was  located,  taken  ui  .*  fire,  and  destroyed  by  52nd  CAB  gun- 
ships.  130  VC  and  NVA  were  killeo  /  aircraft  and  the  Battalion  Commander 
captured. 

4.  Damage  Information; 

Personnel  losses  by  unit  are  listed  in  inclosure  2. 

b.  Major  items  of  equipment  damaged  or  destroyed  are  listed  in 
inclosure  3* 

5.  Planned  actions  and  recommendations; 

a.  Planned  Actions. 

(1 )  When  an  attack  is  eminent,  aircraft  will  be  evacuated 
from  Camp  Holloway  to  an  area  less  likely  to  be  attacked. 

(2)  Aircraft  will  be  dispersed  to  decrease  the  danger  of 
excessive  damage  to  aircraft. 

(3)  Additional  protection  will  be  provided  by  placing  vehicles 
around  the  aircraft  to  absorb  as  much  of  the  shrapnel  damage  as  possible. 


AVGD-CC  i  CONFIDENTIAL  4  Feb  68 

SUBJECT:  Enemy  Attack  on  US  Installation  After.  Action  Report 
b .  Re  commend  ati  ons , 

(t )  Increase  the  manning  level  of  the  assigned  Security 
Detachment,  that  it  may  secure  and  interdict  the  area  around  Camp  Holloway, 
to  preclude  the  aaployment  of  enemy  mortars. 

(2)  Replace  damaged  or  destroyed  equipment  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible.  Priority  of  replacements  should  be  to  aircraft  to  enable  the  bat¬ 
talion  to  continue  to  meet  its  support  requirements. 

(3)  Present  perimeter  lighting  continues  to  be  inadequate* 

The  emergency  request  of  said  lighting,  dated  10  December  1966,  has  yet  to 
be  completed-  Reoommend  immediate  action. 


3  Incl 

1  -Defensive  Posture^vt.?^-^-^ 
3 -Equipment  Losses 
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EDWARD  P.  LUKEBT,  JRv  '' 
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Commanding 
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Inclosure  3:  Equipment  tosses  CONFIDENTIAL 

1  *  Tlie  following  aircraft,  were  damaged  as  a  result  of  the  mortar 
attack  on  Camp  Holloway  on  30  January  1968. 


UNIT 

TYPE  A/C 

A/C  NR 

DAMAGE 

DESCRIPTION 

134th 

C 

632 

Minor 

Shoetmotal  &  blades 

134th 

C 

148 

Minor 

Sheetraetal  &  windshield 

170th 

C 

546 

Minor 

Verb  fin 

170th 

C 

140 

Major 

Fuselage,  tail  boom, 
tail  rotor  &  engine  deck 

11 9th 

c 

683 

Minor 

Tail  boom 

189th 

c 

691 

Minor 

Sheetmetal  L  tail  boom 

189th 

c 

696 

'  Minor 

Sheetmetal 

189th 

c 

690 

Minor 

Main  Rotor  Blade 

170th 

H 

537 

Major 

Fuel  cell  &  tail  boom 

170  th 

H 

218 

Minor 

Vert  fin 

170th 

H 

35S 

Major 

Fuselage,  tail  boom, 
tail  rotor  &  engine  deck 

170th 

H 

323  . 

Major 

Sheetmetal  &  tail  boom 

170th 

H 

220 

Minor 

Sheetmetal 

170th 

H 

170 

Manor 

Sheetmetal 

189th 

/ 

H 

s' 

066 

Minor 

Engine  cowl  &  exhaust 
cowl 

189th'- 

H 

385 

Minor 

Chin  bubble  &  windshield 

170th 

H 

53^ 

Major 

Sheetmetal  &  main  rotor 
blade 

2.  The  following  major  items  of  equipment  wore  damaged  as  indicated. 


UNIT 

TYPE  EQUIP 

DAMAGE 

DESCRIPTION 

179th 

2|T  Trk 

Destroyed 

179th 

2|T  Trk 

Major 

179th 

2  Trk 

3/4T  Trk 

Major 

344th  AOD 

Major 

Cabin,  Windshield, 

344th  AOD 

£T'  Trk 

J 

Hood,  Engine  &  Skin 

Moderate  , 

Radiator,  Windshield, 

&  Skin 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  XWf 
57TH  ASSAULT  HELICOPTER  COMPAQ 
APO  96499 


11  January  1968 


SUBJEC11  Report  of  Sapper  Attack 


TO:  Commanding  Officer 

52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion 
APO  9631 8 


1 .  General 

a*  Thin  unit  was  attacked  by  a  WA  sapper  unit. at  0200  hours 
on  10  January  1968,  The  attack  lasted  for  twenty-five  (25)  minutes  and 
was  concentrated  against  the  motor  pool  and  aircraft  maintenance  areas 
inflicting  major  damage  to  each.  (See  attached  diagram  at  inclo--ure  l) 


be  The  sapuor  unit,  an  estimated  30  -  40  man  force,  approached 
■  the  compound  from  the  north  oast  through  an  area  serving  as  a  boundry 
between  C  Troop  2/1  Cav  and  173d  Abn  Rde  maintenance  area.  The  57th 
Assault  Helicopter  Company  compound  lies  within  the  aroa  covered  by  thoso 
units.  Entry  into  the  compound  was  gained  by  using  bamboo  sticks  18-24 
inches  high  and  notched  on  each  end  to  prop-up  the  wire.  Four  such  lanes 
wore  made  within  a  10  meter  section.  This  aroa  was  blown  during  tho 
attack  and  provided  tho  escape  route, 

c.  Th  .ttnek  was  well  planned  and  oxocutod  with  precision. 
Indications  are  \  ,iat  tho  NVA  had  detailod  knowledge  of  tho  general  layout 
of  tho  compound.  Tho  enemy  probably  selected  this  section  of  the  compound 
duo  to: 

(1 )  A  30  -  40  man  crow  performs  maintenance  every  night 
utilizing  exterior  lighting, 

(2)  A  defile  running  from  tho  north  through  oast  provided 
a  covered  approach  to  ITS  dofonso, 

(3)  The  lights  of  tho  maintenance  area  provided  an  excollont 
ground  guide.  They  also  silhouetted  maintenance  personnel  as  well  as 
aircraft  while  providing  cover  for  sapper  teams, 

d.  Sapper  teams  wore  organized  in  groups  of  five  with  a  combin¬ 
ation  of  satchel  rn.cn  and  automatic  weapons  personnel. 
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SUBJECT*  Report  of  Sapper.  Attack  11  January  1°68 

A  minimum  of  three  such  teams  plus  one  rocket  to-run  were  vlthin  or  around 
the  compound  perimeter. 

fi.  It  is  concluded  that  the  reaction  of  or panic  personnel 
precluded  the  accomplishment  of  the  overall  plan  of  tbo.  sapper  teams. 


(l)  npon  compD.etion  of  sweeping  the  maintenance  area,,  sapper 
teams  were  encountered  as  they  approached  the  tent  billets ,  taken  under 
fire  and  then  withdrow. 


(2)  ■  NVA  bodies  left  behind  had  baskets  with  a  total  of 
'25  -  30  charges  and  'grenades  to  bo  used, 

(3)  A  briefing  map  drawn  on  tho  groun  included  tho  mainten¬ 
ance  area  and  COC  bunker. 


(4)  A  rockot  team  was  operating  separately  along  the  north 
west  sector  thus  indicating  an  attempt  to  destroy  structures  to  the  front 
of  the  compound. 


2,  Soquonco  of  events 


a.  At  0200  hours  action  vrns  initiated  by  a.  minimum  of  t"o  toons 
placing  demolitions  in  vehicles  and  aircraft,  Simultano ou sly,  mainten¬ 
ance  personnel  woro  taken  under  fire  and  work  areas  blasted.  Reaction  by 
on-duty  personnel  was  probaibly  slow  due  to  an  immunity  to  fire  brought 
on  by  sporadic  fire  from  local  VRVN  forces  cur  the  past  few  wooks, 

b.  A  WA  security  force  outside  the  perimotor  pinned  down  tho 
north  east  mchin©  gun  positions  during  the  majority  of  the  attack, 

c.  After  setting  explosive  charges,  sapper  towns  procedod  to 
tho  eastern  edge  of  billot  area  and  wore  engaged  by  organic  personnel. 

d„  Teams  nrithdrow  to  tho  north  oast  without  entering  tho  billots. 

0.  A  rockot  town  with  one  launcher  and  four  rounds  were  killed 
while  attempting  to  enter  tho  compound.  Ho  rounds  woro  oxpondod, 

f.  The  sappor  force  withdrew  from  the  compound  and  entered,  tho 
173d  Abn  Bdo  maintenance  area, 

g.  Nino  NVA  bodies  were  found  in  and  around  tho  north  and  north 
oast  portion  of  tho  57th  Assault  Holxcoptcr  Company  poirimeter. 
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3.  Significant  factors 

a.  The  WA  had  excellent  intelligence  as  to  the  laycut  ef  this 
compound  which  could  be  attributed  to  one  or  a  combination  of 

(1)  Local  civilians  (assumed)  have  cenebafifc'ly  been  alSftg 
the  roads  bordering  the  compound  attempting  ta  sell  items  and  pick-up 
fiiat’Gfial*  Oft  numerous  occasions  this  unit  has  contacted  Province  for 
their  removal  as  wall  as  driving  them  away.  This  is  effective  for  periods 
of  hours  only, 

( 2 )  Surrounding  hills  and  easy  access  to  the  city  of  Konttan 
allows  uncontrolled  surveillance  of  the  area, 

(3)  Local  hire  personnel  are  being  used  on  the  eoapeund  t© 
free  personnel  for  utilization  in  their  MOS. 

b.  24th  STZ  and  Sector  personnel  report  that  this  group  is  the 
first  encountered  who  were  carrying  knives.  When  associated  with  the  "teftt 
cityw  at  Konium  it  is  assumed  overall  plana  were  to  sweep  the  billet  area 
placing  charges  in  numerous  tents, 

c.  NVA  personnel  were  all  outfitted  in  shorts.  When  consider¬ 
ing-  US  and  ARVN  forces  wear  fatigue  uniform  and  the  cold  weather  now 
prevailing  it  it  concluded  this  is  an  easy  moans  for  them  to  distinguish 
bettwem  friend  and  foe  when  engaged  at  close  range.  If  this  tactic  is 
smbsttarniiated  it  could  be  used  as  factors  in  identification  by  our  forces. 

d. ,  Itb  appears  the  enemy  desired  to  inflict  heavy  casualties  and 
destroy  aircraft,  w/ifch  vehicles  being-  conviaieat  target  because  of  location, 
Destruction  of  aircraft  must  have  been  the  paramount  do sir a.  Had  th© 
attack  originated  in  the  tent  area  casualties  would  have  boon  extremely 
high  but  reaction  of  on-duty  maintenance  personnel  would  have  precluded 
the  destruction  of  helicopters.  A  three-prong  attack  against  motor  pool, 
aircraft  maintenance  and  quarters  would  have  been  disastaraus. 

e.  A  listing  of  personnel  loses  by  MOS  is  at  inclosuro  2. 

f.  A  listing  of  major  items  of  oqvdpnont  damaged  or  destroyed 

is  attached  at  inclosuro  3.  ' . ^ 

g.  The  posture  and  capability  to  provide  Aircraft  Field  Main¬ 
tenance  Support  is  at  inclosuro  4. 
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1 1  January  1 968 


4«  Los  floras  learned  "by  this  action. 


This  action,  again  confirms  that  an  assault  helicopter  Com¬ 
pany-  ig  neither  organised  nor  manned  to  provide  its  own  local  security 
vith  organic  assets  and  provide  continued  maintenance  support  on  a  £4  hour 
basis*  The  aviation  company  should  be  treated  like  a  supporting  orti" lery 
element  where  the  supported  force  is  required  tfi  pi 6 vide  local  security. 

The;  lack  of  adequate  security  and  personnel-  has  been  recognized  by  this  _  ^ 
unit  and  a  letter  drafted  on  9  January  1968  is  attaehgd  at  incloaure 


b„  Defensive  wire  around  the  57th  Assault  Haliaoptey  Commny 
compound  requires  improvement,  expansion  and  incorporation  of  anti-person¬ 
nel  mines,  and  vanning  devises.  Trip  flares  previously  installed  have 
been  removed  by  civilians  on  numerous  occasions. 


c«  The  best  wire  barrier  is  of  little  Value  if  hdb  illuminated 
by  perimeter  lighting  and  covered  by  fire. 


d.  Alert  procedures  require  uee valuation.  Suffafit  defensive) 
concepts  call  for  individuals  to  remain  in  bunker  or  protective  area 
during'  mortar  or  racket  attack  and  to  occupy  defensive  petitions  aloiig  &H§ 
perimeter  during  ground  attack.  The  major  problkim  encountered  ‘is  disting¬ 
uishing  between  sapper  attacks  and  incoming  mortar  rounds.  The  majority 
o,f  personnel  interpreted  this  as  a  mortar  attack  and  remained  in  place  for 
§  -  IQ),  minutes* 


e*  Overall  security  must  be  planned  and  coordinated  by  the  sift** 
1  c/t  commander  in  the  area,  However,  a  sufficient  security  force  mu  at  ba 
provided  to  the  assault  helicopter  company  to  guard  against  infiltration 
of  outer  units  and  local  defenses* 


5*  Flamed  actions  and  recommendations, 
a..  Planned!  actions 

(l! )  The  defensive  wire  around  this  COTpP'iMdl  fofi.g  bdSii  rolocat- 
ed  to  include  all  of  the  permanent  cantonment  area.  Improvements  are  now 
being'  made  to  include  anti-personnel  mines.  The  wire  design  is  depicted 
at  imclosure  6,  0^° +  »-ccc*v»  A  Drt) 

(2)  Roads  passing  through  the  compound  are  being  blocked  off 
by  wire  thus  including  the  entire  area  and  denying  civilian  traffic  access 
to  tine  compound. 
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(3)  Night  maintenance  is  being  reduced  drastically  and 
Xodal  security  increased  tc  a  sips  capable  of  providing  minimum  cover  of 
our  one  mile  long  perimeter.  This  action  is  planned  tn  eontirm<&  until 
§  guffidieftte  security  force  is  made  available#  If  addition  personnel 
can  not  be  provided  consideration  should  be  given  to  relocating  this  unit 
to  a  more  secure  area  such  as  Camp  Holloway# 

(h)  Present  defensive  bunkers  are  being  reevaluated  and 
some  repositioned.  Additional  bunkers  are  being  prepared# 

(5)  Tlds  unit  now  has  three  search  lights  on  hand  which 
were  inoperative  on  the  night  of  attack  because  of  a  lack  of  bulbs  which 
are  not  available  through  supply  channels,  Four  bulbs  have  now  been 
found  and  the  lights  are  being  employed  as  perimeter  lights  until  adequate 
equipment  can  be  provided, 

(6'  Defensive  plana  are  being  reviewed  and  updated  as 
deemed  appropriate. 

b.  Recoromendatipna j 

(1)  Replacement  of  destroyed  equipment  as  soon  as  possible 
with  priority  on  aircraft, 

(2)  An  absolute  priority  be  established  to  provide  the 
57tbh  Assault  Helicopter  Company  with  the  66  man  security  fcrce  outlined 
in  imcloswre  5  and  scout  dogs, 

(3)  Permanent  perimeter  lighting  bs  issued  on  a  priority 

basis. 

(4)  If  the  above  can  not  be  accomplished  recommend  resia- 
tfciomCjfflg;  of  the  57th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  to  a  more  secure  area. 


5  Incl  /s /GEORGE  E.  WRUISOU 

as  /t/CEOROE  E.  BnRNISOSf 

Incl  2  withdrawn,  Hqs,  DA  Major,  Infantry 

Commanding 
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57TJI  ASSAULT  BFLICCTTFR  COMPANY 
GED  5!QT’IT.j..j:??p 


61 1 5-833-1498 

Generator  Sot  10  KH,  AC 

SH:  3505 

1  c.a 

233C-1 41-8050 

Trailer,  ego,  1-4  T  F105A2 

USA#  635094 

1  ea 

Fire  Units,  feild  range 

3  oa 

2.330-542-2029 

‘trailer,  tank,  writer.,  M107A2 

USA#  6R6732 

1  ea 

61  '1 5-91 3-9290 

Generator  Sot  3  109 

SM:  01489 

1  ea 

61 1 5-074-0030 

Generator  Set  5  KW 

•SU ;  0017 

1  ea 

61 1 5-736-8509 

Generator  Sot  1 ,5  KW 

S¥:  1702 

1  ea 

7330-23S-241 1 

Food  Container ,  insulated 

. 

2  ea 

2320-542-4783 

Truck,  util,  T,  13151 

TfSA#  2D 663 5 

1  ea 

2320-542-4636 

Truck,  ego,  3/4  T  M37B1 

USA#  3C4935 

3A5699,  3B7593 

3B7321,  2D3332 

5  ea 

2 3 2. 0-3  3  >-03  2  2 

Truck,  ego,  3/4  T  F37 

USA#  2443447 

1  ea 

2320-055-9262 

Truck,  dmo,  5T  M51A2 

USA#  51-18513 

1  ea 

42.1 0-202-8076 

Fire  fighting  equipment 

Set  TRK  FTD 

USA#  4H°91 0 

1  ea 

2320-077-1 631 

Truck,  Tank,  Fuel,  2-4  T, 

M49A2.C 

USA#  4J3224 

4J3514,  4J3503 

3  ea 

2320-738-9509 

'Trailer,  ego,  3/4  T  Ml  01 

USA#  6T1 861 

1  oa 

2320-141-8050 

Trailer,  ego,  l4  T,  K1C5A2 

USA#  655095 

1  ea 

1 520-859-2670 

Helicopter,  Utii,  tti-vUT 

SN :  66-1138, 

66-1 066,  6601055, 

66-1196,  66-1065 

5  oa 

1 52.0-997-8862 

Helicopter,  util,  TTIT-1 C 

SH:  66-15081, 

66-15149. 

2'  ea 

8340-543-7787 

Tent,  OF,  M odium 

5  oa 

5005-503-2775 

Telephone  set  TA-43/hT 

3  oa 

51 80-323-4692 

Tool  Lit,  Ac  ft,  He eh’  Gen 

• 

5  ot 

4933-994-9242 

Tool  Sob,  Aeft,  Arat,  Supplement 

1  st 

4933-989-931 6 

Tool  Sot,  Aeft,  Armt  Rpmn  Ba 

sic 

2  st 

8470-926-1574 

Body  Armor  AcftF  &  B  plates  ■ 

w/carrier 

5  ea 

7330-721-8499 

Gout.' liner,  thermal,  3  gal 

3  ea 

1005-214-0934 

Revolver  Cal  .38 

SN:  953838 

1  ea 

8415-817-0593 

Jacket,  aviators 

1  oa 

841 5-782-3037 

Helmet  APH-5 

2  ea 

1005-907-0720 

Armament  Sub-system  F23 

MG  Founts 

31 23  ..  2676“ 

4745  2713 

D/w"1AGj5D 
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■i  090-923-5671 


to  orient 

■Sub-systoiA 

K/C  3B*21 

Pylon  J} 

focls  ^ 

~1253 

1379 

1702* 

1253 

•426 

1714 

1250 

1429 

1747 

1250 

1 661 

1741 

'1 280 

2825 

1400 

2767 

7 1 1 0-270-9840 

Deok,  flat  ton, 

do  able  ped istul 

60x34-30$-" 

5 

ea 

7110-270-9838  . 

Book,  TYT,  pull- 

out,  left 

pod  intal 

60x34x30^-" 

1 

ea 

71 1 0-286-3796 

Filing-  Cabinet, 

Gap  sa,  5  dr s, 

w/lock 

1 

ea 

5826-9260722.8 

Radio  Set  AR/A3C 

-10 

1 

q  a 

o340-2.62-2402 

Tent  Li  nor,  OP  M 

led  ’ 

3 

oa 

5820-892-0864 

Radio  Sot,  M/VH 

.0-47,  FTP  |JT  TRK 

1 

oa 

/s/Rro^EL  L.  VEiffO  JR, 
/t/^SSBL  L.  WNNG  JR. 
'•»01 ,  C.FC 
Supply  Officer 
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61 51  f I  TRANSPORT  \TXO:,f  DF/.PAGPMjSNT 
B/XAOSD  F/P'TPPWN'l? 


P.320-542-4636 

Truck,  ego,  3/4  T  P37R1 

its  API 

3D6286 

1  ea 

2320-055-92.60 

Truck,  tractor,  5T, ^b'542 

ns  A/i 

5FS139 

1  oa 

2320-077-1 631 

Truck,  tank  fuel,  267, 

TTSAPP 

/.  12410 

1  ea 

2320-077-1 61 6 

Truck,  ego,  2v.T,  M35A2 

ITS.ft- 

4F231 4 

4K236° 

2  ea 

2.330-1 41 -3050 

Tiailer,  ego,  1#T,  F1D5A2 

TTGA# 

6S461 7 

1  oa 

8340-951 -64i  9 

Tout,  frame,  typo,  mint 

1  ea 

51 80-754-0641 

Tool  Ft,  Auto  Moot 

1  ea 

51 80-323-4692 

Tool  Ft,  Aeft  Feoh,  General 

*3  Q 

51 80-323-4876 

Tool  Kt,  Air  Frame,  Repairman 

Army  . 

Aeft 

3  oa 

51 80-323-491 5 

Tool  Ft,  Electrical  Repairman 

Amy 

Aeft 

2  oa 

7125-330-0130 

Cabinet,  Tool  &  Spare  Parts 

2  ea 

1005-073-9421 

Rifle,  5.56mm  XK1 6E'l 

1  oa 

6625-553-0142 

Hiltimotor 

1  ea 

6133-222-6204 

Charger  Battery  (Rectifier) 

1  oa 

4920-962-3097 

Test  Sot,  Liquid  quantity 

1  oa 

3439-585-6057 

Solderinc,  gun 

1  oa 

3415-242-5789 

Drill,  Gr. inter 

1  oa 
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/'t /RUSSEL  L.  WENCt  JR, 
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D^PARW^;^  CT|'  THF  army 
155TF  ARRARLT  KRLIOOP^R  CfTPOT 

"fiyiho  m\wm" 

APO  9629*7 

?7  January  1°6R 

SnSTBOTs  Combat  After  Action  Report  U^A-M) 


TOs  Command in?  Officer 

17th  Combat  Aviation  rroup 
APO  96240 


1 *  Following  report  is  submitted  .  in  accordance  with 

1st  Aviation  Brigade  Regulation  $335-1. 

2.  Hap  overlay  showing  location  of  rounds  is  inclosed  with  each 

copv0 


/s/bTT  A.Y  R.  noon  AT, I, 
/t /bJT.JiY  R.  ^OOBAT-T. 
>Xior,  Infantry 
Commanding 


2  Tncl 

1 .  Combat  A... 

Report  • 
-2— Hap 
hAlkcWw  t ; 


>.<*  Action 


CON  FI  DEN  Tl  AL 


C»0~M~E-I-P-E-  M~T»T -A-T, 
VFEN  FTLTJiD  IM 


VC  Attack  on  TTS  Taste  lie  t tone 


1 .  D’SGs 

20  ITn.it  or  TTnitss 

3«  Strength  of  Traits  (2  above) : 

4o  Estimated  number  of  Viet  Cong: 
5o  Location  (6  digit  coordinates) 
6„  Casualties : 

FRIENDLY 


After  Action  Report  (/TtnAA~D-1  ) 

1 70125  Jan  68 


165  ABC.  165  Trans,  1g*S  VAC 

1pprox.»  550  -  600  _ 

TTnkr,oun 


iCS0504?- 


VC 


VIA 
1'TI  A 
FIA 


0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

N/A 


7.  Description  of  friendly  losses  of  personnel  by  type  _  M/.\ 
i  „  c ,  (CE ,  Gunner ,  etc . ) 


8.  Description  of  equipment  losses,  friend lv  or  vCtSna  attached  a1 
(Aircraft,  Weapons  by  typo,  etc.) 


9.  Estimate  of  weapons  used  by  the  'TC :  ?-7ym  mortar _ 

10.  Gvnslrips  and  other  reinforcements  used:,  2  Flare  ships.  ?.  Guns, 

11.  Estimated  number  of  rounds  fired: 


6Qram  Fortar 

FRTTOLY:  N/A  • 

VC:  M/A 

81 ram  For tar 

52 

26 

4.2"  Fortnr 

•T  /A 

m/a 

Artillery 

at /a 

M/a 

Gunships 

AT  /  \ 

m/a 

Other 

M/A 

M  /A 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


. j'jjj" 


8.  A.  Aircraft: 

1.  155th  AFC: 


4  FR-1F  -  Light  Damage 
"1  ttF-IH  ~  Federate  Demace 
■'185th  RAC:  None 


i 

1 
l 

j 

i 

1  ttk-1  F  ..  Extensive  Damage 
B„  Buildings : 

1  „  155th  \FC :  'Tone 

2„  -|  65th  Trans:.  Extensive  dnmao  to  maintenance  office  and  order¬ 

ly  rootu 


3,  165th  Trans:  None 

4.  02nd  ARC  (TOY): 

2  1TK*<1  R  -  Light  Damage 


3c  1 85th  R‘G:  None 

16„  F3  are  ship  and  ravish -’ns  airborne  at  awoxi’Fatoly  0145  hours  "nd  re- 
minod  aloft  until  approximately  03 00  hours  when  roloived  by  Rpoohy  air¬ 
craft.  Fortar  crews  fired  Rhito  Phosphorous  and  ir.bvrd.nn.tl  on  rounds  on 
preplanned  concentrations  fro?  0135  to  023"  hours  with  unknown  results. 
All" personnel  vanned  hunkers  mac1  berm.  positions  from  01 30  until  0700  hours 
expendin'-  heavy  small  nms  fire  on  Frown  and  suspected  enemy  positions 
until  releived  by  *n  ;RN‘I  reaction  force  outside  of  the  compound .  *.  state 

of  readiness  was  maintained  until  0700  hours,  1?  January  1968. 


/o5 
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CO  N  F  i  D  E  N  T !  tt'L 


DEP'-RTM!ATT  OF  TlTF  ’.HMY 
155TH  ASSAULT  FFJJCOPTER  ..GOKPAUY 
"FLYING  DRAGONS"  ' 

APO  9629? 

3  February  196? 

SUBJECT :  Combat  After  Action  Report  (AFBA-fi-l) 


TO:  Commanding  Officer 

6 :~nd  Combat  Aviation  Battalion 
APO  9631 8  . 


1 .  Followin'?  after  action  report  is  submit tod  in  accordance  with 
1st  Aviation  Brigade  Regulation  335-1 , 

2.  i'rap  ovorlnys  unavailable  for  enclosure  at  this  tirno ,  1Till  forward 
as  soon  as  possible,, 


/s /FITLY  R.  GOOD  ML 
/t /FITLY  R.  aoon.'J.L 
baj  or,  Infantry 
Commanding 


CONFIDENTIAL 

VJ-tSM  FILLED  IT 

VC  Attack  on  TTS  Installations 
After  Action  Report  ! 

1.  DTGs  040245  Jan  68  _ 

2.  f’nit  or  TTnits :  155th  TO.  1 65  "T?.  185th  RAC 

3.  Strength  of  Rnits  (2  above):  Apnrox.  550  -  600 _ 

4*.  Estimated  nrafcer  of  Viet  Cong:  Unknown _ _ _ _ _ 

5.  Location  (6  dig.it  coordinates):  AQ8Q5Q4? _ _ 

6.  Casualties : 

FRILLY  Vj3 

FI  A  0  0 

VIA  0  0 

MIA  0 

7.  Description  of  friendly  losses  of  personnel  bv  typo _ M/A 

i.o.  ('OS,  fVunner,  otc.) 

8 .  Description  of  equipment  losses,  friendly  or  VC;  Seo  rttachod  shoot 
Aircraft,  Weapons  by  type,  etc. 

9.  Estimate  of  weapons  used  by  v0 :  82mm  Mortar;  D-40  Rockets _ _ 

10.  Gunships  and  other  reinforcements  usod:1  ^1.  are  shin;  2  annshlps _ 

11.  Estimated  numbor  of  rounds  fired: 


60mn  Mortar 

FRIENDLY :  M/-V 

VC:  M/A 

81  yam  uortnr 

68 

40 

4.2"  Foratr 

M/A 

m/a 

Artillery 

m/a 

m/a 

Ounships 

m/a 

m/a 

Other  (B-40  Rockets) 

M/A 

6 
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C  O  M  F  I  D  E  N  T  t  A  l 

/OS 
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■  '  CON  Fi  DEN  TrAL 

.  Did  the  VC  pso  satchel  char cos :  Y ?S _ VQ _ . 

How  many?  N/A  T0nt  type*  fl/A _  ; 

How  emplaced?  W/A 

13. .  Distance  at  which  action  was  ini tinted  ^200 _ jig tor. 

14.,  Mha.t  was  the  deration  of  tho  attack?  ''.per ox »  5  ~  S  minutes _ 

15„  Why  wis  tho  onaa^cunont  broken  of 

Installation  dofonoo  was  adequate, _ YH-S _ 

Installation  defonso  was  inadoouato  MO _ 

VC  stopped  shooting  and  withdrew _ YV3 _ _ _ 

Other  reasons  (briefly  explain) _ W/A _ 

l6„  Generally,  what  was  tho  friendly  reaction  and  bohnvier’  (Discuss) 

Goo  attached  shoot _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

17.  Name  of  senior  1st  iviation  fldo  nnit  officer  present  >ra,1  Caldwell 
If.  TTnit  ‘havin'? •  primary  r o snonsibility  for  defense  of  * natnllation  1  ?5 
19.  Attach  a  scaled  diagram  indicatin'*  tho  following 

a.  Sketch  of  friendly  position  prior  to  and  deployment  imrod lately 
after  initiation  of  attack. 

b.  Target  location  of  suppressive  and  supporting  fire  by  typos, 
(i.o.j  irmod  Holicopior,  Artillery,  otc.) 

c«  Othor  information  considered  pertinent  by  roporting  officer  not 
containod  in  format. 


\mx  <:> 


C  0  N  F  IDE  N  T  i  A  L 
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6t  A.  Aircraft 

(1)  155 

2  tut-IIT,  Destroyed 

?  Hfi-TIL  Extoncivo  Damage 

3  TiI1'!*1  F,  Moderate  Damage 

4  1  rH- -’I  J? «  Liner  Damage 

2  np«-*|Hj  (Dustoff)  Minor  Damage 

(2)  UC 

9  01 -0,  Minor  Damn go 

b,  BvildJ-ICii 

(1)  155 

Maintenance  hangar,  Extensive  Dnroar© 

000  ft  Officers  Club,  Minor  Damage 
Fire  Kouso,  Minor  Damage 

(2)  165 

Maintenance  Office.  Kxtonsivo  nama,ro 
Sheet  Metal  Shop,  Extensive  Damage 

(3)  185 

Motor  park  Tent,  Extensive  Damage 

c .  Vehicle, a 

(1)  155 

1  Fire  Truck,  Minor  Dame  go 

2  1/4  Ton  .loops,  Moderate  to  Extensive  Damn  no 

(2)  185 

1  Fire  Truck,  Extensile  Damage 
1  Fuel  Truck,  Extensive  Dana, -70 

1  2-T  Ton  Truck,  Light  Damage 

2  5  Ton  Trucks,  Light  Damage 
6  Trailors,  Light  Damage 

1  Power  lubricator,  Extensive  Damage 


VMCV 


F  I  D  E  N  T  i  A  L 


CONFIDENTIAL 

1  6,  .  Ono  ‘Flaroship  and  2  ^unships  wore  airborne  by  02-50  to  0255  hours 
and  reraninod  aloft  until  approximately  0500  hows,  Mortar  crows  firod  M.E, 
and  W.P.  rounds  from  0250  until  0410  hours  ( Ipwoxiuip.tely  e>3  rounds) ,  on 
pre-planned  concentrations :  Results  unknown,  Ml  porsonnol  canned  bunkers 
and  berm  nos  it  ions  fro™  02.45  vuitil  0?00y  oxnand^n"  heavy  •f'iro  upon  known 
and  suspected  enemy  positions  outside  the  compound;  Nepativo  results 
known  at  this  time,  Ericndly  casualties  worn  non-exi stant,  Maintained 
state  of  alert  roadinoss  until  0700  hours,  5  .Tannery  1963. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  VM 
155TH  .ASSAULT  HBLICOPTR  COMPANY 
"FLYING  DRAGONS” 

APO  96297 

11  February  1968 

•SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Roport  (AVBA-G-l) 


TO:  Commanding  Of.fi cor 

5 2d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion 
APO  ^6318 


1 .  Following  is  a  narrntivo  description  of  tho  mortar  attack  which 
occurred  at  Camp  Coryell.,'  RYf,  on  30  January  1968, 

ft.  At  0250  hours,  30  January  1ci6«r!!)  Camp  Coryell  cnmo  under  a 
mortar  attack.  Approximately  20  rounds  foil  within  tho  limits  of  tho 
compound,  the  majority  of  which  foil  in  the  helicopter  parkins  area. 

b„  Tho  compound  had  boon  put  on  1009  alert  by  Major  Billy' R, 
Goodall,  Commanding  Officer  of  the  155th  Assault  Helicopter  Company,  .?t 
0200  hours , 

c,  At  the  time  of  tho  attack,  one  Flaroship  and  two  Gvnships  woro 
airborne  to  give  support  to  units  in  the  Ban  Mo  Thuot  area.  Those  ships 
gave  continual  support  until  daylight  and  woro  croditod  with  tho  destruction 
of  two  mortar  positions* 

2.  Attached  hereto  as  Annex  I  is  a  list  showing  aircraft  damage. 

3.  Duo  to  the  number  of  rounds  that  have  fallen  during  tho  period  of 
those  attacks  it  has  been  impossible  to  plot  tho  location. of  oach  round. 


/s /BILT.Y  R.  r  pop  ALL 
/t/BIIIY  R.  opppALL 
Major,  Infantry 
Commanding 


JTmcI 


C  0  N  F I  D  E  N  T  I  A  L 


NHKBJ®; 
66-1 6381 
66-16377 
66-1 63  89 
6/6-1 6580 
66-16375 
66-16441 


tv.p  '.ms 

Moderate 

Moderate 

Moderate 

Moderate 

Light 

Light 


j 

i 

\ 

j 

t 

i 

1 

! 

i 

i 

1 


•fa 

Zita* 


AVGD-CZ 

SUBJECT; 


£\>N  FI  D  E  N  T  i  Ax. 

DEPARTMENT  OP  IKE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS,  52D  COMBAT  AVIATION  BATTALION 
APO  Sen  Franc loco  963 1 0 
"FLYING  DRAGONS 


6  February  1963 

Recapitulation  of  Availability,  Hiss ion  Beady,  EDP  and  EEM 
percentage  taken  from  DA  Form  1352  and  daily  aircraft  status. 


UH-IC 

STD 

NOV 

DSC 

JAN 

Availability 

75 

78.4 

79  >4 

68.2 

Mission  Ready 

80 

58.1 

64,6 

54,8 

EDM 

17 

15,1 

15,8 

.  16.4 

EDP 

0 

.6:7 

4.8 

5.4 

UH-1H 

STD 

NOV 

DEC 

JAN 

Availability 

78 

81.6 

82.5 

77,6 

Mission  Ready 

80 

72,4 

68,2 

60.3 

EDM 

17 

13,6 

14.3 

16,6 

EDP 

5 

1.7 

3,2 

. . 5c  9 

UH-1  Combined 

STD 

MOV 

IEC 

JAN 

Availab: lity 

80 

81.5 

81.0 

72,9 

Mission  Ready  80 

65,3 

66,4 

57,3 

EDM 

17 

"1  ^4  *  i| 

15-1 

16,5 

EDP 

5 

.  . 

4,0 

_ 

CII-47 

STD 

NOV 

DEC 

JAN 

Availability 

65 

55*0 

65,0' 

54,5 

Mission  Ready  50 

43,2 

43.0 

39,5 

EDM 

23 

29.0 

23,0 

34  c  5 

EDP 

12 

16,0 

12,0 

11 .0 
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#  date/time 

C  O  N  F  1  D  E  N  T 1  Al 

52 D  BN  CRASH  FACTS  INCIDENT  &  ACCIDENT  EXTRACT 

DAMAGE  FATAL 

TOTAL 
AMOUNT 

UH-1 

MODEL 

UNIT 

SYNOPSIS 

1 .  081 91 5Jvm6? 

INCIDENT  $6000, 

D 

170th 

TOWER  DIRECTED  LOW -LEVEL  -  HIT 

WIRES 

2.  101030Jun6v 

INCIDENT  $100  . 

D 

1  stC 

FUEL  HOSE  OVER.  SKID 

.  3*  221 510Jun67 

MAJ  OR  HEAVY 

D 

170th 

RPM  DECAY  Li’  NBING  -  TIGHT'  LZ 

4,  221 545 Juno? 

HA J  OR (2H )HEAVY 

H*s 

189th 

INTER! JiSKED  EIADES  -  SHUT  DOWN 

5o  26l13O0"a^67 

MAJOR  NOT  Bill) 

C 

170th 

LOST  RPM  (POWER  RECOVERY  AUTO- 

ROTATION) 

;  6„  27i645Jun67 

INCIDENT  $1500 

H 

189th 

TREE  STRIKE  INTO  CONFINE D  AREA.. 

7»  Cl  161 5Jv 167 

HAJOR  •  TOTAL 

D 

335th 

TAIL  ROTOR  STRIKE 

8,  07i030Jul67 

INCIDENT  $400 

H 

155th 

ENGINE  FAILURE -TAIL  BOOM  STRUCK 

PADDY  DIKE 

9,  121  l35Jul67 

INCIDENT  $6556 

D 

335th 

RPM  DECAY-BLADE  STRIKE  BAMBOO 

1  ;  10„  191425Jul67 

HAJOR  TOTAL  (1  ini  )D 

335th 

RPM  DECAY  TiAKE  OFF  TIGHT  PZ 

11 u  3i0945Jul67 

MAJOR  TOTAL 

H 

189th 

VAX  -  INADVERTiiNT  BiC 

! 

(3KIA.1WIA) 

i  12.  13'i630Aug6? 

MAJOR  HEAVY 

I-I 

335th 

RPM  DECAY-LANDINC  TIGHT  LZ 

13,  l8l545Aug67 

INCIDENT  $4000 

C 

189th 

m  0  BOX  COVER-TAIL  &  MAIN  ROTOR 

!  i; ,  241 600Aug67 

HAJOR  TOTAL 

H  . 

119th 

CRASHED  INTO  WATER  (FOOLISHNESS) 

i 

(6KIA-3WIA) 

15.  251320Aug67 

INCIDENT  $6330 

H 

1 89th 

ENGINE  FAILURE-STRUCK  BRUSH 

16.  02005 5Sep67 

MAJOR  TOTAL 

H 

119th 

NIGHT  WX-INADVERTANT  IMG 

( 

(2KIA-4VAIA) 

17.  031 1 30Sep67 

MAJOR  NOT  PAD 

C 

189th 

ENGINE  FAILURE-SOFT  EARTH 

16,  041 500Sep67 

MAJOR  TOTAL  (2inj)H 

170th 

AMMO  BOX  COVER-TAIL  ROTOR  OFF 

!  19.  21l930Sep67 

MAJOR  TOTAL  (4WIA)H 

.  1 89th 

TAIL  ROTOR  FAILUKE-AUTOROTATION 

TO  TREES 

20.  291 I003ep67 

INCIDENT  $272/. 

H 

170th 

TAIL  ROTOR  STRIKE  (DIRT  MOUND) 

21.  0510200ct67 

INCIDENT  $7000 

I-I 

189th 

TREE  STRIKE 

22.  06l3500o;567 

MAJOR  TOTAL 

C 

119th 

RPM  DECAiY  T/O  RWY  (4th  ATTEMPT) 

(1VJIA) 

23.  14*0500ct67 

MAJOR  NOT  BAD 

H 

1 70th 

EEVE1MENT  STRIKE  (TEST  FLIGHT) 

24.  19l5450ct6? 

MAJOR  TOTAiL 

H 

1 55th 

VAX-LOW  LEVEL  TURN  LOST  RPM 

25.  2215200ct67 

MAJOR  TOTAL 

H 

170th 

FIRE  IN  iiVIONICS  COMPARTMENT 

•  (1  SMOKE 

INHA.  IE) 

1  26.  2209200ct67 

MAJOR  TOTAL 

H 

170th 

TAIL  ROTOR  STRIKE-LOW  LEVEL 

- 

(4KIA) 

27.  2617430^67 

MAJOR  .TOTAiL 

C 

170th 

TAJL  ROTOR  FAilLURE  (IP  GOOD  SAVE) 

28.  30l8480ct67 

INCIDENT  $1000 

D 

281  st 

NIGHT  ENGINE  FAilLURE  (GOOD  SAVE) 

29o  07l6Q0Nov67 

MAJOR  TOTAiL 

H 

335th 

DECAYED  RPM  TAKE  OFF 

| 

(2VJIA) 

1  30.  17T/30Nov67 

INCIDENT  $3000 

H 

57th 

BLADE  STRIKE  AJIVN  HEAD  W/HEIMET 

(1KIA  ARVIm) 

31.  220930Nov67 

TAJ  OR  TOl'i.L 

H 

170th 

ENGINE  FAILURE  (500* )  AUTORO- 

i 

(1  LIGHT 

MIA ) 

TATED  INTO  TREES 

32.  231045Nov67 

INCIDENT  $3000 

H 

170th 

TIAEE  STRIKE  INTO  TIGHT  LZ 

<5^ 


IN  CL  lj\ 
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.  .  CONFIDENTIAL 

33.  251340Mov67  MAJOR  HEAVY  H  155th  N1  SHAFT  FAILURE-LOW  AUTO- 

(21IIA)  '  ROTATION 

34  .  26l600Nov6?  INCIDENT  $4000  H  155th  TAEL  ROTOR  STRIKE  IN  TIGHT  LZ 

35.  27151 5Nov67  INCIDENT  $5000  H  .  57th  PPM  DECAY-TiJiJ?  OFF  HIT  MOUND 

36.  28l240Nov6?  MAJOR  TOTAL  H  109th  BLADE  STRIKE  LADING  TIGHT  LZ 

37  c  06l730D3c6?  MAJOR  TOTAL  II  170th-  REM  DECAY  1LNDIIC  TIGHT  LZ 

38.  101735D3067  MAJOR  NOT  BAD  H  155th  TEST  FLIGHT  ENGINE  FAILURE 

( 1 KIA  ARVN-2WIA) 

39*  1615450bo67  MAJOR  TOTAL  H  170th  PPM  DECAY  TAKE  OFF  PINACLS 

(2KIA-6WIA) 

40,  20l6C0Dec67  MAJOR  TOTAL  H  lS9th  TREE  STRIKE  (200 ?  HOVER) 

(4KIA  2WIA)  EQUIPMENT  DROP 

41,  211.300Dec67  MAJOR  TOTAL (2HEL)H  I89bh  INTEHMESHING  ROTOR  -  CONGESTED 

(1  KIA-'iWIA)  LANDING  FIELD 

NOTES:  !-  Normal  Flying  Day  0700  to  1900  (12  Hours) 

2.  &41  Considered  events:  22  (51  %)  occurred  after  1500  hours 

(Last  25%  of  day) 

3.  *27  Major  Accident:  17  (6?$)  occurred  after  IpOO  hours  (Last 

25$  of  day) 

4 »  Two  peak  periods:  1030-1330.,  1 500-1 800  (Worst)  for  'll  41 
events 

5*  Mo  accidents,  incidents,  forced  landings  or  precautionary 
landings  from  0700-0920  every  one  on  file  considered  (approx 
75)  Practically  all  the  aircraft  fly  during  this  period. 

-K'Sorne  from  other  units,  but  reported  through  this  Hqs„ 


CONFIDENTIAL 


SSaS 
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IMMEDIATE 
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CO,  52D  CBT  AVN  BN,  PLEIXU,  RVN 

USABAAR,  FT  RUCKER.  ALL 
INFO:  USA/, KG,  ST  LOUIS,  KO 

CG,  USAi'.V,  LONG  BINH,  RVN 
CG,  1ST  AVN  BDE,  LONG  BINH,  RVN 
CO,  34 TH  CEN  SPT  OP,  SAIGON,  RVN 
CO,  17TH  CBT  AVN  GP,  NHT,  RVN 

PNGLAS  AVGD-CFS  80Q3-2U 


SUBJECT:  PROBLEMS ,  AIR  FILTER,  SAND  AND  DUST  SEPARATOR. 

1,  FIELD  EXPERIENCE  HAS  SHOWN  THAT  SEVERAL  RELATED  PROBLEMS  EXIST 
IN /CLVING  THE  AIR  FILTER,  SAND  AND  DUST  SEPAR/.TOR  (MANUFACTURERS 
P/RT  NO.  1-01 0-500-05  AND  1-010-500-06)  INCORPORATED  WITH  THE 
T-53-L1 3  ms TALLATION . 

2,  TIME  DOES  NOT  PERL  IT  A  THOROUGH  REVIEW  OF  RECORDS  TO  REVEAL 
ACCURATE  STATISTICS.  SUFFICIENT  EXPERIENCE  CLEARLY  POINTS  TO 
TRENDS  THAT  WARRANT  MEDIATE  ACTION.  ANY  S/MPLE  SURVEY  WILL 
REVEAL  THE  VALIDITY  OF  THESE  TRENDS. 

3»  A.  FIRST:  THE  INCIDENCE  OF  FOD  DUE  TO  INGESTION  OF  SMALL 
AND  L/RGE  OBJECTS  HAS  RISEN  TO  AN  ALARMING  RATE.  All  OVERSIGHT 
MUST  HAVE  EXISTED  WHEN  THE  FILTER  WAS  DESIGNED. 

B.  REASONS  CAN  BE  FOUND  FOR  THE  INCREASED  AMOUNT  OF  FOREIGN 
OBJECTS  INGESTED  FROL  THE  PLENUM"  CHAMBER  AREA: 

(1 )  INCREASED  NIGHT  MAINTENANCE  DUE  TO  INCREASED  MISSION 

SUPPORT. 

(2)  REDUCED  MAINTENANCE  LANFOVJER,  ESPECIALLY  SUPERVISORS. 

(3)  INCREASED  USE  OF  PENEPRBiS  (ASPH/.LT)  C/.USING  OBJECTS 
TO  ADHERE  TO  THE  BOOTS. 

(4)  REDUCED  MECHANIC  EXPERIENCE. 

(5)  CREW  FATIGUE 

EMPHASIS  TO  REDUCE  THE  ABOVE  CAUSES  CAN  MAKE  SOME  REDUCTION  IN  03  1100 

FOD,  BUT  THE  SIMPLEST  AND  MOST  EFFECTIVE  SOLUTION  IS  TO  EFFECT 
AN  IMMEDIATE  ENGINEERING  FIX.  JAN  1968 


HOL  176/216 
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DANNY  L.  LINDBURG,  SP4,  DRAFTER 


DAVID  L.  BOTVIN,  KAJ,  INF,  AAPO 
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C.  THE  INCIDENCE  OF  FOD  ASSOCIATED  WITH  THE  T-53-L13  IS 
DISPROPORTIONATE  TO  THE  T-53-L.ll,  WHICH  HAD  THE  SQUIRREL  CAGE 
THAT  STOPPED  MOST  FOD.  IT  IS  EVIDENT  THAT  THE  NEW  SYSTEM  IS  NOT 
AS  EFFECTIVE  IN  FOD  PREVENTION.  THIS  SYSTEM  DOES  NOT  INCORPOR¬ 
ATE  A  LAST  CHANCE  FILTER  WHICH  WILL  PREVENT  FOD.  A  FIX  IS  POS¬ 
SIBLE  IN  MINIMUM  TIME  AND  COST.  THE  COST  OF  DAMAGED  ENGINES  AND 
AIRCRAFT  AND  ASSOCIATED  LOSS  OF  LIFE  WILL  FAR  OUTWEIGH  ANY  COSTS 
TO  EXPEDIATE  THIS  SIMPLE  ITEM.  UNTIL  A  PERMANENT  FIX  CAN  BE 
DEVELOPED  AND  PRODUCED,  A  NYLON  MESH  SCREEN  MAY  PROVE  SATISFACTORY. 
SUCH  MATERIAL  WAS  USED  IN  1964  TO  PREVENT  HAY  INGESTION  DURING 
DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  BARRIER  FILTER.  SEVERAL  SOLUTIONS  ARE  POSSIBLE. 

A  SCREEN  BETWEEN  THE  SAND  AND  DUST  SEPARATOR  AND  THE  ENGINE 
AIR-INTAKE  IS  RECOMMENDED.  THUS  THE  ADDED  SCREEN  WOULD  FILTER 
PRIMARILY  FOD.  ITS  OPERATION  IN  RELATIVELY  CLEAN  AIR  WOULD 
AVOID  CLOGGING  FOR  A  LONGER  TIME,  AND  MAKE  FOR  SAFER  OPERATION 
AND  LESS  REQUIRED  MAINTENANCE.  THE  SAND  AND  DUST  SEPARATOR  IS  A 
ACCOMPLISHING  THE  PURPOSE  FOR  WHICH  IT  WAS  DESIGNED.  BUT,  OF  THE 
TWO  PROBLEMS,  FOD  IS  THE  MOST  SERIOUS  SINCE  THE  FAILURE  IS  OFTEN 
CATASTROPHIC  AND  WITHOUT . WARNING. 

4.  A.  SECOND:  CLEANING  OF  THE  ENGINE  COMPRESSOR  ASSEMBLY  AND 
STATORS  (A  FREQUENT  NECESSITY  IN  THIS  ENVIRONMENT)  IS  HAMPERED  BY 
THE  LOWER  HALF  OF  THE  SAND  DUST  SEPARATOR.  TO  REMOVE  THIS 
SECTION,  THE  SHORT  SHAFT  (FSN  1560-862-3819)  MUST  BE  REMOVED. 

DUE  TO  DEMANDS  UPON  MAINTENANCE  PERSONNEL  OFTEN  THIS  TIME  CONSUM¬ 
ING  PROCEDURE  IS  BY-PASSED.  WHEN  THE  LOWER  HALF  IS  PRESENT  DURING 
CLEANING,  THIS  RESULTS  IN  CLEANING  OF  THE  ROTATIONAL  COMPRESSOR 
BLADES  BUT  ONLY  THE  UPPER  HALF  OF  THE  FIXED  STATION  BLADES. 

THIS  METHOD  CAUSES  A  VARIATION  OF  COMPRESSOR  AIRFLOW  THAT  CREATES 
COMPLETE  LOADING  OF  THE  BLADES  PASSING  THROUGH  THE  UPPER  HALF  AND 
SOME  UNLOADING  IN  THE  LOWER  HALF.  THE  RESULTANT  FLUTTER  AND  VI¬ 
BRATION  OF  THE  BLADES  CAN  CAUSE  FATIGUE  FAILURE.  YET,  THE  MOST 
IMMEDIATE  AND  DIRECT  RESULT  OF  THE  DISRUPTED  FLOW  PATTERN  IS 
HIGH  EGT  AND  LOW  POWER  OUT-PUT.  THIS  CONDITION  CAN  BE  TRANSIENT 
AND  VARIATIONS  DO  EXIST  AS  TO  EGT  AND  POWER  OUT-PUT,  DUE  TO  THE 
RANDOM  EFFECTIVENESS  OF  THE  CLEANING  METHOD.  LOW  POWER  OUT-PUT 
IS  NOT  ALWAYS  ACCOMPANIED  BY  HIGH  EGT j  IS  INSIDIOUS  AND  MAY  BE 
TRANSIENT. 

B.  THE  SOLUTION  IS  REVAMPING  OF  THE  LOWER  HALF  OF  THE  PARTICLE 
SEPARATOR  FOR  EASY  REMOVAL.  VISUAL  INSPECTION  IS  NOT  POSSIBLE  (EVEN 
WITH  A  MIRROR)  OF  THE  OPEN  INLET  AIR  SECTIONS  AT  THE  BOTTOM  HALF  OF 
THE  SEPARATOR.  THIS  IS  THE  AREA  THAT  IS  DIRTIEST  AND  SUSPECT  OF  THE 
MAJORITY  OF  FOD  INGESTION.  ELIMINATION  OF  THE  FIVE  RETAINING  BOLTS 
IN  THE  LOWER  HALF  MAY  BE  ELIMINATED  BY  INCORPORATING  ANOTHER  (QUICK 
DISCONNECT)  V- 12 AIM)  COUPLING  AROUND  THE  MOUNTING  RING  ASSEMBLY.  IT 
MAY  BE  POSSIBLE  TO  FORM  AN  ADEQUATE  LIP  (TO  HOLD  THE  V-BAND)  ON  THE 
COMPONENTS  NOW  IN  USE. 


AAPO 


5.  THESE  TWO  FACTORS  CAN  BE  DIRECTLY  RELATED  TO  THE  PROBLEMS 
ASSOCIATED  WITH  THE  HIGH  USAGE  OF  T-53-LI3  ENGINES  IN  THIS  COM 
MAND.  THESE  FACTORS  ARE  ALSO  RELATED  DIRECTLY  AND  INDIRECTLY 
TO  ACCIDENT  CAUSES.  EMPHASIS  ON  THESE  TWO  FACTORS  WILL  SIG¬ 
NIFICANTLY  REDUCE  ENGINE  USAGE.  THIS  ENGINE  WOULD  BE  FAR  MORE 
RELIABLE  THAN  IS  INDICATED  BY  THE  HIGH  USAGE  AND  SHORT  LIFE 
EXPERIENCED  IN  THIS  COMMAND  DURING  THE  PAST  SIX  MONTHS. 
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